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DIARY DATES 
 

FEBRUARY 

 

Monday 5th 

Canteen re opens 

 

Wednesday 7th  Getting To Know 

You Interviews 

 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAYS ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS  
 

WEDNESDAY IS SCHOOL BANKING 

DAY 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

Welcome for 2017 
Welcome back to another exciting year 

at Amsleigh Park Primary School. I hope 

that you had a great summer holiday and 

were able to spend some quality time 

with family and friends. My family and I 

headed off to Port Fairy and enjoyed the 

great summer weather at the beach.  

I would like to welcome Miss Lauren Wall 

(1B) to our teaching staff in 2018. We are 

thrilled to have Miss Wall join our staff 

team. We are also very pleased to 

welcome back Mrs Fandrich who will be teaching Art.  

Our New JLC!  
There was a great sense of anticipation on Wednesday for children in Grade 

1 and 2 (and their parents) as they waited patiently to enter our new Junior 

Learning Centre (JLC) for the first time. In welcoming everyone, I stated that I 

felt a bit like ‘Willy Wonka’ waiting to let everyone into the famous ‘Chocolate 

Factory,’ and it certainly was a proud moment for the staff and myself.  

The design of the building is outstanding, and everyone was very impressed 

by the fresh and contemporary look of the classrooms. With abundant natural 

lighting and large spacious classrooms, it is a comfortable learning 

environment. The classrooms are air-conditioned, so as the hot days return 

they will remain a comfortable space for all. 

  One of my regular catchphrases, ‘nothing happens by accident’ is very 

applicable in this instance, and I want to acknowledge the hard work and 

great support of our school community throughout the construction of this 

building. The community-working bee last Thursday was nothing short of 

amazing and at one point; we had more than seventy parents and children 

helping. Our sincere thanks to everyone for your support, it made a very 

difficult job a lot easier with so many hands pitching in! 

Our wonderful teaching and support staff have also been awesome, 

spending many hours the 

past week here at school 

to ensure we were up 

and running by day 1. I 

know from experience 

that there is something 

very special about the 

way our staff contribute 

to Amsleigh Park PS, and 

it’s the most dedicated 

group I have ever worked 

with. Their efforts over the 

past week definitely goes 

above and beyond what 

most teachers would be 

doing at that time of 

year.   

 

 

DUE BY DATES: 

 
FEBRUARY 

 

Monday 12th   Parent Payments due 

 

 

 

 
 

BPay is the preferred method for 

processing payments. Biller Codes 

and reference details are on 

family statements.  

 
EFTPOS & Credit Card payments can 

be made at the office 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS, 

FORMS AND NOTICES ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

 OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE. 
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Prep 2018  
Special welcome to all of our 46 new preps who commenced school today. We have two Prep classes in 

2018 and we are all looking forward to getting to know our new students and their families. Welcome also to 

the students who have joined us at other year levels, we hope you are all settling in well and enjoying making 

new friends.  

Developing a Partnership with Amsleigh Park Families 
Our teaching and support staff are looking forward to a productive partnership with you to ensure all students 

can achieve their highest potential.  We recognise that in order to be successful in school, our children need 

support from both the home and school. We know a strong partnership with you will make a great difference 

in your child’s education. As partners, we share the responsibility for our student’s success and want you to 

know that we will do our very best to carry out our responsibilities. We ask that you guide and support your 

child’s learning by ensuring that he/she:  

1) Attends school daily and arrives on time ready for the day’s learning program 

2) Completes all homework given by teachers  

3) Reads daily to develop a love for reading and to improve literacy skills  

4) Shares school experiences with you so that you are aware of his/her school life  

Get to Know You Interviews 
We have set aside very important time for ‘Get to Know You Interviews’ for Grade 1-6 on Wednesday 7th 

February. These meetings provide a timely opportunity for our teaching staff to form an effective partnership 

with each child’s family. Working in partnership and having consistent expectations between home and 

school leads to better outcomes for our students. The Interviews are strictly 10 minutes and to ensure we run 

on time each teacher will be using their smart phone or a timer to keep track. If families need a longer time 

then a follow up time should be organised. The bookings for interviews are all done online and a notice will 

be distributed shortly with all the necessary information. The web address is www.schoolinterviews.com.au 

Student Insurance – Reminder from DET 
At the start of each school year we, the Department of Education and Training (DET) does not offer any form 

of ‘student accident insurance’. If families are concerned about this they are advised to make their own 

arrangements. Ambulance cover could be one consideration as the school will not hesitate to call an 

ambulance if we are concerned for a child’s wellbeing. 

New School Timetable 
Included with this edition of the Buzz is an explanation of our new timetable for 2018. Our timetable has been 

significantly improved and streamlined, and there has been a change to the times of recess and lunch.  

Personal Goods brought to school at the ‘Owners’ risk 
The Department of Education and Training (DET) does not hold insurance for personal property brought to 

schools. In light of this, all parents/students are discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly 

valuable items to school. Please avoid bringing these items, as it can be most upsetting for all concerned if 

items go missing or are damaged. 

School Uniform 
As I visited classes this week I was pleased to see that our students were looking smart in their school uniforms. 

Students should be wearing the correct school uniform, including footwear, every day. Our policy states that 

students should wear a light or dark coloured shoe, and this offers lots of scope in the design of shoe. 

Fluorescent shoes should not be worn as part of the school uniform, and we ask for community support to 

meet the school policy in this regard. The uniform shop will reopen for 2018 on Monday 6th February.  

Arriving at School on-time 
Thank-you to the many families who ensure their child arrives on time to school every day. Punctuality is an 

important life skill and a great habit to form early in life. 

Students ideally should arrive at school around 8.45am, 

which allows enough time to enjoy a quick catch up with 

friends before school starts at 9.00am. At 8.45am, a teacher 

is on ‘yard duty’ and therefore supervision is provided from 

this time onwards. We are asking that children do not arrive 

at school early unless they remain in the care of an adult 

until 8.45am to ensure they are supervised adequately.  

School Administration 
Don’t forget that the school Administration has been 

relocated and can be accessed from the old ‘prep deck.’ 

You will find our General Office, Principal and Assistant 

Principal, Business Manager First Aid room and uniform shop 

all in this area. A new ramp has been installed for prams or 

wheel chairs, so it is very accessible.  

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
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At a special student assembly on Tuesday this week, I reminded students of our expectations of their 

behaviour at school. As a TRIBES school we have five school agreements that are part of every aspect of the 

school day. Our agreements are: 

Mutual Respect, Appreciation, Personal Best, Attentive Listening and the Right to Pass. 

Additionally, I made it very clear that students should also play in a friendly and inclusive manner, and that 

teasing and other such behaviour is not welcome at Amsleigh Park PS. Over the past couple of years, our 

student behaviour has been excellent, and we continue to emphasise how important this is for both students 

and staff.  

And finally… 

I hope you are looking forward to a fantastic year, as we have many events and many great learning 

opportunities planned.  

Michael Cormick  

Principal 

 

Introducing Our New Timetable for 2018 
We are adopting a new timetable structure in 2018. The new timetable is organised around 50-minute sessions, 

and is a more streamlined and efficient timetable model used successfully in other schools.  

This new timetable offers a number of advantages. For example, our class teachers will now have more 

opportunity to work together collaboratively during the school day. To make this work classes at the same 

curriculum level, e.g. all Grade 1s and 2s, undertake their specialist classes (Art, Phys Ed. and so on) in the 

same time slot.  Whilst the class is at a specialist program, the teacher will participate in planning meetings 

with colleagues at the same curriculum level.  

In the example below you can see that grades have a double block of specialists at the same time each 

Tuesday. Grade 2A for example have Art at 9.00am followed by Performing Arts at 9.50am.   

Tuesday 9.00am  9.50am  
 R 

E 

C 

E 

S 

S 

11.10am  12.00pm  L 

U 

N 

C 

H 

  

1.50pm  2.40pm  

Art 2A 2B 4B 4A 5/6C 5/6B 

Per Arts 2B 2A 3A 4B 5/6D 5/6C 

German 1A 1B 3B 3A 5/6A 5/6D 

Phys Ed 1B 1A 4A 3B 5/6B 5/6A 

 
            

 

This new structure also means that we no longer have a timetable with specialist classes of different lengths, 

E.g. 45 minutes and 60 minutes, running at the same time. All specialist classes are now 50 minutes, and the 

timetable in divided in 100-minute blocks, so it is a very efficient use of time.  

This new timetable also means a change in the time our students will break for recess and lunch. Recess will 

now run from 10.40am – 11.10am and lunch will be from 12.50pm – 1.50pm (including a 10 minute time to eat 

lunch).  The time allocated to learning is the same as usual, but the blocks of time are now more evenly spread 

out across the school day.  

Here is a rundown of our school day: 

► 8.45am Teacher on Yard Duty 

► 8.58am Two minutes of music prior to the bell. (Learning starts at 9.00am) 

► 9.00am Bell to start learning time 

► 10.40am Morning recess  

► 11.08am Lining up music  

► 11.10am       Students to be lined up - end of recess.  

► 12.50pm Lunch – Eating inside for 10 minutes  

► 1.00pm Lunch playtime  

► 1.48pm Lining up music 

► 1.50pm Students to be lined up - end of lunch.  

► 3.30pm Dismissal for end of the school day 

We are very confident that our students will adapt to this new timetable quickly and easily. We anticipate 

that have a slightly shorter session before recess and lunch will give students a chance for a break at a good 

time of the day, keeping them more refreshed across the day. 

If you have any questions about this new timetable, structure please contact me.  
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The Canteen is open each 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from February 5, 2018 
 

 The Canteen is CLOSED on Tuesdays  
Lunch orders are NOT available on Tuesdays 

 
Current Menu/Pricelist is available on the school website – www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 

 
 

CANTEEN HELPERS ROSTER 
 

 

FEBRUARY 
 

Thursday 8th - TBA Friday 9th - TBA 

Thursday 15th -  TBA Friday 16th -  TBA 

Thursday 22nd -  TBA Friday 23rd -  TBA 

 

 

 

2018 PARENT PAYMENTS 
 

A completed BLUE account form (one per family) must be returned to 

the office for ALL payments types. 

 
Final date for payment of fees is Monday 12th February 2018. 
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Located under the stairwell near the library 

 
 

OPENING HOURS FOR 2018 
 

TUESDAY & THURSDAY AFTERNOON:  3:30pm – 4:00pm 

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS:  8:45am – 9:30am 

 
 

(Copy of the approved uniform list is available at the uniform shop, the General Office and  

on our website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au) 

 

For any other queries, or to source second hand items, please visit the Uniform Shop during the 

above opening hours. 

 

A huge thank you to the families who donate second hand uniforms back to the school.  

We really appreciate the supply of good quality items to offer for sale at reduced prices.   

Joanne & Kath  

   

Order now for 2018 

 

Summer Dress – Sizes 4 -16 $23.00 each 

 

Cotton/Lycra Bike Shorts – Sizes 4 - 16 $12.00 pair 

 

Boy Leg Briefs – Sizes 4-6, 8-10, 12-14 - $11.00 pair 

 

Short Sleeve Panelled Polo – Sizes 4-16 - $26.00 each 

 

Surf T-shirt – Sizes 4 – 16 - $15.00 each 

 

Shorts – Cotton Rugby (unisex) – Sizes 4 – 16 - $15.00 pair 

 

Shorts – Gabardine Zip Pocket – Sizes 4 – 16 - $17.00 pair 

 

Slouch Hat – Sizes small, medium, large, extra large - $10.00 each 

 

 

 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/


 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 

 
 



 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 
 

  



 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 

 

 



 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 

 



 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 

  



 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 

  



 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 

 



 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 

  



 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 

 

Please retain these absence notes for your future use.  If your child is absent for any 

reason, please complete and hand to your child’s teacher upon his/her return to school.  

These forms should also be used to give prior notice of absences due to holidays etc. 

 

Handy Hint – All Absence notifications can be completed on  

 

 

 

STUDENT ABSENCE NOTIFICATION 
  

   

 Student Name;________________________________________ Grade; __________ 

 

 Was absent / Will Be absent (please circle) from school on the following date/s   

 

   _____ / _____ / _____  _____ / _____ / _____                     

  _____ / _____ / _____  _____ / _____ / _____           

 

 The absence was / is due to  □   Illness   

      □   Family Bereavement 

      □   Parent Choice 

 

   □ Other  ________________________________________________ 

 

 Signed:__________________________________ Parent/Guardian   Date:  ____ / ___ / ___ 

 
 
 

 

   

   STUDENT ABSENCE NOTIFICATION 

 

   

 Student Name;_________________________________________ Grade; __________ 

 

 Was absent / Will Be absent (please circle) from school on the following date/s   

 

   _____ / _____ / _____  _____ / _____ / _____                     

  _____ / _____ / _____  _____ / _____ / _____           

 

 The absence was / is due to  □   Illness   

      □   Family Bereavement 

      □   Parent Choice 

 

   □ Other  ___________________________________________________ 

 

 Signed:__________________ 

 

 


