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Term  1              Issue 2         Week  3                   February 15, 2018 

DIARY DATES 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

Thursday 22nd &  Tuesday 27th  

Prep Wellness Incursion 

 

MARCH 
 

Thursday 1st       Prep Pizza Night 

Wednesday 7th Bush Dance 6.00pm 

Friday 9th        Curriculum Day 

 

 

Monday 12th  Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

 
 

 

 

 

TUESDAYS ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS  
 

WEDNESDAY IS SCHOOL BANKING 

DAY 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
School Council Elections 
Nominations for school council will close next Wednesday 21st February 2018 

at 4.00pm. Nominations forms are available from the office, and information 

can be found on our school website under the ‘Governance’ tab. If anyone 

would like to discuss the role of School Council or what is expected of the role 

please contact me.  

Parental Communication Policy 

At Amsleigh Park PS we are committed to effective communication and 

ensuring that appropriate opportunities exist for parents to raise concerns and 

ask questions related to their child's education, wellbeing and progress. This 

policy was distributed at our Getting To Know You interviews, but is also 

available from our website.  Typically, parents will need to make an 

appointment to meet with their child’s teacher, especially if the matter needs 

an in-depth discussion, and this is best done at a mutually convenient time. 

Before school is usually not convenient as teachers are making final 

preparations for teaching however, a brief message is usually Ok before 

school, so long as lengthy discussion is not required. After school is the best 

time and our teachers will endeavour to fit this in around our regular meetings, 

which are held on Mondays and Wednesdays. If anyone has any questions 

about this policy, which was developed and approved by the School Council, 

please contact me. A copy of this policy is available on our website and it 

provides clear advice about communication or raising concerns at all levels 

of the school.  

Class Visit – 3/4A 

I had a wonderful visit with Grade 3/4A this week who were doing some 

fantastic Inquiry Learning about Australia and exploring the big question ‘How 

is our local community impacted by our past and present?’ The whole school 

concept for Inquiry Learning in term 1 is ‘responsibility and impact.’ The central 

understanding being investigated is how European settlement has impacted 

on Australia today, and that the local community is governed by rules and 

laws that help to create a safe and functioning society.  I was also  most 

interested in who could name the States of Australia, as this is one of the focus 

areas of their learning, 

and by the end of this unit 

students should have 

established this important 

knowledge. Grade 3/4A 

is a terrific group of kids 

who display enthusiasm 

and high levels of 

engagement. Class 

teacher, Mrs Jonga, has 

established a highly 

engaging learning 

environment in her 

classroom located in the 

Thelma Bailey Centre.   

 

 

 

DUE BY DATES: 

 

 
FEBRUARY 

 
 

Friday 23rd  Swimming payments due 

 

 

 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS, 

FORMS AND NOTICES ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

 OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE. 
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Get to Know You Interviews 
At Amsleigh Park, we acknowledge that working in partnership between teachers and parents is vital in order 

to provide the highest levels of support for students. Hence, we hold ‘GTKY’ interviews early in our school year 

so that our parents can provide their own perspectives on their child and what will help them to have a 

productive year of learning. Last week our teachers conducted more than 250 interviews and we would like 

to say thank-you sincerely to the many parents who attended.  Special thanks also to our teaching staff who 

made time to undertake these important meetings.  It’s certainly time well spent! 

Building Works Update 
Works continue on our JLC, especially around the exterior of the building. We expect this will be wrapped up 

over the next two weeks, which will make the building more accessible than it is now.  Some areas that require 

time to establish, such as grassed areas, will remain ‘out of bounds’ until we can get them tidied up, hence 

the areas currently fenced off.  Work on our main building is progressing well, with lots of the demolition work 

now completed. The changes to the inside of this building will be substantial, and have certainly set a big 

challenge for our builders.  

Curriculum Day 

Advance notice that we will be having a curriculum day on Friday 9th March. This day backs onto a long 

weekend, so we decided that this is a great time to give our students a mid-term break, and offer families the 

chance to get away on a short holiday including the Friday.  Our teaching staff will be at work as usual on 

the Friday, using this time to undertake a day of professional learning in the teaching of writing using the 

VOICES model, following on from the work undertaken in 2017. All day care will be available with Youth 

Leadership Victoria for anyone who needs it.  

School Picnic 

Wow, what a great day we had for this year’s school picnic to the Reg Harris Reserve. This year the event 

seemed bigger than ever and we were thrilled with how many families came along to celebrate the start of 

the school year. There were picnics all across the reserve and it was a terrific sight to look across the reserve 

and see our students and their families enjoying this precious time together. 

 
Student Representative Council / Class Captains 

My sincere congratulations to our Grade 5/6 class captains and our Student Representative Council (SRC) 

representatives who were announced at this week’s school assembly. These students should wear their badge 

with pride, as they represent both their classes and our school. Of course, they also have a responsibility to 

act as a role model for all other students, both through their behaviour and learning, and I look forward to 

observing them in this regard across the school year. Our SRC also provide an important opportunity for 

promoting ‘student voice’ in our school, and I welcome their input into our school and the ideas they put 

forward. All ideas proposed by our SRC are given serious consideration. Many thanks to Mrs Arvanitis and Mr 

Arundale who continue to guide our SRC in this important endeavour.  

Learning to Learn 

During the first two weeks of the school year all of our classes focus on ‘learning to learn’ in order to establish 

a solid foundation for the school year. This learning is tailored to the needs of each year level and enables 

each teacher to develop clear expectations with their class, with students having a ‘voice’ in some aspects 

of the environment, such as class rules. During this time the teacher also reinforces the important habits of the 

mind that aid learning, such as focusing on learning, persevering with challenging tasks and working 

collaboratively. It is vital for all learners to develop an understanding of how they learn best, and what areas 

they need to develop, as these skills will be used all throughout life. Classes commenced the academic year 

this week and I can see the learning tone in all classes is well established.  

Michael Cormick - Principal 
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Bec’s Bulletin… 
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The Canteen is open each 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from February 5, 2018 
 

 The Canteen is CLOSED on Tuesdays  
Lunch orders are NOT available on Tuesdays 

 
Current Menu/Pricelist is available on the school website – www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 

 

 
CANTEEN HELPERS ROSTER 

 

 
FEBRUARY 

 
Thursday 15th – Maria 

 

Friday 16th – Jess & Kath 

Thursday 22nd – Cassie 

 

Friday 23rd – Jac & Nora 
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Please retain these absence notes for your future use.  If your child is absent for any 

reason, please complete and hand to your child’s teacher upon his/her return to school.  

These forms should also be used to give prior notice of absences due to holidays etc. 

 

Handy Hint – All Absence notifications can be completed on  

 

 

 

STUDENT ABSENCE NOTIFICATION 
  

   

 Student Name;________________________________________ Grade; __________ 

 

 Was absent / Will Be absent (please circle) from school on the following date/s   

 

   _____ / _____ / _____  _____ / _____ / _____                     

  _____ / _____ / _____  _____ / _____ / _____           

 

 The absence was / is due to  □   Illness   

      □   Family Bereavement 

      □   Parent Choice 

 

   □ Other  ________________________________________________ 

 

 Signed:__________________________________ Parent/Guardian   Date:  ____ / ___ / ___ 

 
 
 

 

   

   STUDENT ABSENCE NOTIFICATION 

 

   

 Student Name;_________________________________________ Grade; __________ 

 

 Was absent / Will Be absent (please circle) from school on the following date/s   

 

   _____ / _____ / _____  _____ / _____ / _____                     

  _____ / _____ / _____  _____ / _____ / _____           

 

 The absence was / is due to  □   Illness   

      □   Family Bereavement 

      □   Parent Choice 

 

   □ Other  ___________________________________________________ 

 

 Signed:__________________ 

 

 


