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Issue 5

DIARY DATES
Super Boss Day
JUNE
Monday 18th – Friday 22nd
Grade 3/4 Camp Lady Northcote
Saturday 23rd – Comedy Night
Adults Only – Comedy for a Cause
Tuesday 26th
Mid-year Reports sent home
Wednesday 27th
Pizza Day
Parent / Teacher interviews
Friday 29th
LAST DAY OF TERM – 2.30pm finish

TUESDAYS ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS
WEDNESDAY IS SCHOOL BANKING
DAY

DUE BY DATES:
JUNE
Friday 22nd –
Pizza orders & money due
COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS, FORMS
AND NOTICES ARE AVAILABLE ON
OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE.

Week 9

Thursday June 14, 2018

Principal’s Report

Our SRC has decided to focus on
supporting ‘Heart Kids’ during Term 2
through Super Boss Day. On this day
nominated members of our teaching
and support staff will dress up as their
favourite super hero. All families
received a letter this week asking them
to nominate a staff member who will
then dress up as their favourite super
hero. Families will be able to sponsor
these super heroes with all funds raised
donated to Heart Kids, who support
children with congenital heart disease.
At Amsleigh Park we actually have a couple of children with congenital heart
disease, so it’s great to be able to support Heart Kids this time around. I know
that our staff love dressing up, and there will be lots of thought given to this.
Personally I kind of like the appeal of dressing up as ‘Batman’ or ‘Superman,’
but you will just have to wait and see!

Grade 4 and Grade 3 Camps – Next Week
On Monday our Grade 4s depart for their annual school camp to Lady
Northcote in Bacchus Marsh, followed on Wednesday by our Grade 3s. This
year we have split our Grade 3s and 4s into two separate camps. It is going to
be an action packed few days as our students undertake a range of outdoor
education learning experiences. Some of the highlights will include the giant
swing, canoeing, archery, bush cooking and the Flying Fox. Lady Northcote,
which is run by the YMCA, offers an outstanding camping experience, and is
an ideal venue for students of this age group. They have excellent facilities so
our students and staff can look forward to a comfortable few days. After I was
unable to attend the Grade 6 camp due to illness, I’ll be heading to Lady
Northcote from Tuesday to Thursday and I’m really looking forward to spending
some quality time with our students.

Thanks to our Teaching Staff
I would like to take this time to acknowledge and thank our teaching staff.
Over the last five weeks our teachers have been writing mid-year reports. This
is a job that is done outside of the working day. Routinely over the last month
our teachers have been working through to the late hours making student
judgements and writing reports. This makes the working day up to 12 or 13 hours
long. Our teachers write detailed and highly personalised reports that provide
great insight into the progress of each student in all learning areas. I thank them
for the professionalism and care that they use.

New Child Care Subsidy is Coming!
Just a reminder to all of our families that from July 2 nd 2018 a new Child Care
subsidy package will be introduced replacing the Child Care Benefit and the
Child Care rebate. The government is urging families to sign up before the new
subsidy commences as this transition cannot happen automatically. To
transition, you will need to complete an online Child Care Subsidy assessment
using your Centrelink online account through myGov. This needs to be done as
soon as possible as it impacts on Out of School Hours Care payments.
17 State Street, Oakleigh East, 3166 Phone (03) 9544 1553
www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au amsleigh.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Our Grade 4 Portable is Moving!
As part of our school modernisation program the Grade 4 portable will be
moving from its current position and be relocated adjacent to the Grade
3 portable. Having both portables located together will open up our yard,
increasing the green space across this central area of the school. This will
become more apparent when the BK hall and surrounding classrooms are
demolished later this year, as it’s all part of the overall vision for our school
site.
New pathways will be included in this part of the project, and last week
we started preparations by removing two trees from the area. We are
always very reluctant to remove any trees but this was necessary for this
part of the project. I know that a number of children were disappointed
about this, and I even received some letters from them raising their
concerns. I was pleased to read their letters, and want everyone to know
that at the conclusion of this project we intend to embark on a large scale
replanting all around the school. Our new ‘Green Team’ will play a big
role in this, and I’m confident that we will in fact end up with more trees and other plantings than we had
previously. Work started this week to install the in-ground services for the portable, and the whole area will
look very different when we return from school holidays in July.

Student Mid-Year Reports
With the introduction of Victorian curriculum in 2017, schools are no longer required to use the report format
we have been using over the past 10 years. In 2017 our school introduced an updated format which we will
continue to use in 2018. One of the major changes for reporting has been to the A-E grades we have been
using. The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority, in conjunction with the Department of Education
and Training, made a significant change to the A-E grades in 2017. For example, a child was previously
considered an ‘A’ if they were achieving at 12 months above the expected level, and this has now been
changed so that a child will only receive an ‘A’ if they are 18 months above the expected level. In order to
minimise confusion in 2017 we removed the A-E grades from our report, and we will continue this in 2018. The
learning areas table we have been using for many years remains the same; hence, we believe this makes it
less confusing for all. See the example below.
The blue dot indicates your
child’s progress at school. In
this example, the child is
achieving at the expected
level. When the dot is on
either side of the yellow
band, the child is achieving
at the expected level.
A dot placed above the
band shows when a child is
above expected or below
the band when achieving
below expected.

STEM Lessons
I had the good fortune this week to attend a STEM lesson with Mr Powell. STEM stands for
Science-Technology-Engineering and Mathematics. Grade 4A were highly engaged in
a programming task using a special robot known as a ‘Sphero.’ As part of this task our
students were required to program the robot so it could move around a special track,
and I was very impressed by their amazing skills. All Amsleigh Park PS students participate
in one semester of STEM as a specialist program, and the students are giving it a big
thumbs up! Pictured to the right you can see some of action taking place.

Congratulations Mrs Jonga!
Mrs Lisa Jonga and her husband are very excited to be expecting their first child later
this year. On behalf of our community we wish them every happiness during this exciting
time of planning for their new family life.

Michael Cormick
Principal
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Bec’s Bulletin…
Lost property
Thanks to Kath Spotkaeff who recently did a big clean out of the lost property. It’s a
huge job, thanks Kath! Kath has returned all named clothing to its owners, which I’m
sure all families appreciate too. There is a large number of lunchboxes, drink bottles
and containers still in lost property, along with some unnamed clothing. If your child has
lost any food or drink containers, or clothing, please check lost property. At the end of
term, any unnamed clothing will be donated to the second hand uniform shop and
unamend containers will be disposed of. Please pop in and see if anything belongs to your child.

Grade 6 Camp at Kangaroobie
It was my absolute pleasure to attend part of the Grade 6 camp at Kangaroobie last week! Camp
Kangaroobie is located in Princetown in South Western Victoria, on the Old Ocean Road, a stunning location!
I am extremely proud of our Grade 6 students and the way they conducted themselves whilst away from
school, representing Amsleigh Park beautifully out in the wider community. I was impressed at how our
students took on the personal challenges of camp, choosing to push themselves out of their comfort zones to
participate in activities like canoeing, the mud obstacle course, climbing the 30 meter tower at the Otway
Fly Treetop Walk and more!
The students learnt about rural and farm life, participating in the day to day running of the working cattle
farm, enjoying feeding the cows and pigs. The students also learnt a lot about how to live and share space
with others, and refined their interpersonal skills while being away from home for 5 days with their peers and
teachers. It was so positive to see new friendships, as well as relationships with teachers being strengthened
over the week.
I would like to acknowledge the outstanding work done by our teaching staff, lead by Miss Sam Hayes,
throughout the camping program. Our teachers willingly and generously give up time from their personal lives
to attend for the benefit of their students. On behalf of the school community, I extend my sincere thanks to
our staff for organising, attending and ensuring is a wonderful experience for students.

Mid-Year Parent Teacher Interviews
As mentioned in previous newsletters, the mid-year student achievement reports
will be sent home to families on Tuesday 26th June. Parent teacher interviews will be
held on Wednesday 27th June. We will once again be using the ‘school interviews
online’ website to coordinate bookings. Please look out for a notice coming home
this week, with instruction on how to book your interview. It would be great to see
as many parents as possible attend, as this is an important accompaniment to the
written reports.

Bec Carr - Acting Assistant Principal
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OUR SCHOOL IS A RESOURCESMART SCHOOL
Amsleigh Park is taking action to become more environmentally sustainable through
a Victorian Government initiative called ResourceSmart Schools.
ResourceSmart Schools is an award-winning Victorian Government program that
assists our school to embed sustainability in everything we do.
Our school is supported through consultancy and professional development from
CERES, to minimise waste, save energy and water, promote biodiversity and take
action on climate change to benefit our school and community.
We also want to involve students, families and other members of our school and local community.
We are working with Nick Rickard from CERES Community Environment Park on the actions of
the Core model.
This year, we are aiming to create a strong foundation for our sustainability program, monitor
our resource use by using a free website called ResourceSmart Online, improve our gardens,
improve our energy/waste/water systems, get our community involved, participate in exciting
events, supporting our students.
We can’t wait to share our achievements with you, see our gardens grow, reduce our school’s
impact, help make the Earth a better place for all, contribute to a sustainable future for all.
Read more about ResourceSmart Schools at http://www.resourcesmartschools.vic.gov.au/
Looking forward to seeing you all on board.
Frau Salles, Mr. French, Ms. Tapper and Ms. Ryan
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APPS CANTEEN
The Canteen is open each
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
 The Canteen is CLOSED on Tuesdays 
Lunch orders are NOT available on Tuesdays
Current Menu/Pricelist is available on the school website – www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au

CANTEEN HELPERS ROSTER
JUNE
Thursday 14th – Anna

Friday 15th – Wendy & Catherine

Thursday 21st – Kiran

Friday 22nd – Cassie & Maria

Thursday 28th – Sharon

Friday 29th - Kath

We’re always happy to have new people join our team
of Canteen Helpers.
If you would like to volunteer on Thursdays or Fridays,
please contact Dia on 0418 536 154.
(Volunteers must hold a current Working With Children card)

Thank you.
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP
Located next to the general office

OPENING HOURS FOR 2018
TUESDAY & THURSDAY AFTERNOON: 3:30pm – 4:00pm
WEDNESDAY MORNINGS: 8:45am – 9:30am
(Copy of the approved uniform list is available at the uniform shop, the General Office and
on our website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au)
For any other queries, or to source second hand items, please visit the Uniform Shop during the
above opening hours.
A huge thank you to the families who donate second hand uniforms back to the school.
We really appreciate the supply of good quality items to offer for sale at reduced prices.
Joanne & Kath

WINTER ITEMS NOW AVAILABLE
CLOTHING ITEM

SIZE

PRICE

Rain Coats - great for school camp!

4 – 6, 8 – 10, 12 – 14, S/M = 18

$34.00 each

Winter Tights

4 – 6, 7 – 9, 10 – 12

$7.00 pair

Beanies

Child or Adult sizes

$5.00 each

Gloves

Small or Medium

$5.00 pair

Scarves

One Size Fits All

$5.00 each

SALE
LONG SLEEVE POLOS
SIZE 16 only
$7.00 each
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