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DIARY DATES 
 

 

OCTOBER 

Friday 26th 

Grade 2 Sleepover 

 

NOVEMBER 

 

Thursday 1st 

Grade 6 Graduation Photos 11.15am 

 

Friday 2nd 

Colour Fun Run 

 

Tuesday 6th  

MELBOURNE CUP PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 

Wednesday 7th 

Prep 2019 Transition Session 1 

 

 

 

TUESDAYS ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS  
 

 

WEDNESDAY IS SCHOOL BANKING 

DAY 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Welcome Back 
I would like to welcome back everyone 

to Term 4. After a very busy Term 3 

everyone was in need of a break and I 

hope it came at a timely moment. I trust 

all of our students were able to spend 

time with family and friends. From my 

own point of view it was great to return 

to Amsleigh Park after my extended 

break, and on Monday I was looking 

forward to seeing everyone and hearing 

about the school production for 2018.  

For those who may have missed it, my 

family and I were extremely fortunate to 

be able to spend 5 weeks travelling in 

USA. There were many highlights and we 

really enjoyed visiting iconic places such 

as Washington DC, New York and San 

Francisco.  One thing that completely astounded me were the giant 

Californian Redwood Trees, and walking amongst them was like being in a 

prehistoric landscape. To give you an idea of the scale here’s my boys enjoying 

climbing on the base of one large specimen. 

Whenever I travel overseas I’m reminded about how fortunate we are to be 

Australian and to live in a very peaceful and democratic country. We have 

much to be thankful for in this regard.  

Thank-you! 
I would like to say a sincere thank-you to Miss Carr for taking on the role of 

Acting Principal in my absence at the end of Term 3. It’s great to go on leave 

knowing that things will be in good hands and life will continue to tick along as 

normal. I would also say a big thank-you to our school leaders who shared the 

role of Acting Assistant Principal and provided outstanding support to both Miss 

Carr and our students. It was greatly appreciated! 

Welcome Mrs Bianco 
A warm welcome to Mrs Liana Bianco, who is teaching Grade 3A for term 4. As 

you may know Mrs Louise De Fazio has now commenced maternity leave, and 

we have been very fortunate that Mrs Bianco was available to take over this 

role. The class was excited about this change and all is well and the group is 

settled already.  

The Term Ahead 
There is a lot to look forward to across Term 4. Our core learning programs in 

English and Mathematics continue to be a high priority, but in keeping with our 

focus on the ‘whole child’ we balance this out with other learning opportunities. 

In Term 4 we look forward to lots of extra-curricular activities including; Divisional 

sports finals, Amsleigh Idol, Grade 2 sleepover, School Aerobics ‘Spring 

Challenge,’ Grade 6 Graduation, Whole School Transition for 2019, Prep 2019 

Orientation, Carols Night and Leigh Club performances to round out an 

exciting term. Our teachers will also be working hard on December reports. 

Keep an eye out for your class newsletter in the next couple of weeks for more 

specific details about each class and year level.  

 

DUE BY DATES: 
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Class Structure 2019 
We have now reached that time when we start to consider what classes we will have in 2019. Working out a 

class structure is a complex task and we use a number of criteria in this process. Our overall aim is to work out 

a model that enables us to provide a quality learning environment for all students.  

The criteria/factors that we use to make up our class structure include the following. 

 The educational/social-emotional needs of our students at each year level.  

 The projected number of students in each year level. 

 The ratio of girls to boys.  

 The number of teachers employed at the school.  

Additionally, there are some external factors that affect this process. 

 Each school is allocated a number of classrooms based on enrolment. For our current enrolment we 

are officially entitled to 15 classrooms.  

 Each school is allocated funding based on the number of students enrolled so therefore we are only 

able to employ teachers based on this number. 

With careful planning we will be able to provide a structure that maintains our excellent class sizes and 

supports all students to reach their learning potential. During 2018 our numbers have been steady and our 

current enrolment is very stable at 345 and we anticipate that we will start the new school year around this 

number. We will shortly conduct our enrolment audit for 2019, so if you are moving house or not returning for 

any reason we need to know this ASAP.  

Class Placements 2019 
Later this term we will start the complex process of placing students into classes for 2019. We spend many 

hours undertaking this important work, which takes into account many different variables. Factors which are 

considered in the placement of students include:  

 Academic ability and performance  

 Work habits e.g. ability to work independently  

 Class room behaviour  

 Social network /friendships 

 Social maturity  

 Special needs e.g twins, siblings  

 Special factors such as ‘anxiety’ 

During this process, changes and adjustments are made over several weeks. Proposed class lists are then 

submitted to the Leadership team for final ratification and then finally teachers are assigned to class groups.  

Requesting Special Consideration for Student Placement in 2019 
If any families have any requests for placement of children on educational grounds, please send this to me 

no later than Friday 26th October. Please note that no requests for specific teachers are accepted in this 

process. Rest assured every effort is made to place children in a happy and secure learning environment. 

Whilst I do keep all previous requests from past years, they do become dated in terms of relevance, so we will 

only consider information from the past two years. If a previous request on educational grounds still exists, 

please take the time to bring this to my attention so that we are aware of any long-term considerations that 

might still be relevant.  

Parent Opinion Survey 2018 
Last term 100 randomly selected families were asked by the Department of Education and Training to 

participate in an online survey that asked for their opinion about the school in many areas. Thank you to the 

families who took the time to complete the survey. Our school has received excellent feedback across many 

key areas and provides our staff assurance that our dedication to our students and commitment to 

excellence and high standards is recognised and valued by our school community.  

A few highlights include: 

I feel that this schools values parent contributions – 94%  

I feel comfortable about approaching the school with any concerns I might have – 97% 

I feel confident that the school provides a good standard of education for my child – 91% 

Teachers are enthusiastic and positive about teaching – 97% 

The academic standards at the school provide adequate challenge for my child – 91% 

Importantly, the data from this survey shows that parent’s views and perceptions about our school continue 

to be overwhelmingly positive, and we improved even further in 17 out of 19 variables. The School Council will 

further analyse the data during Term 4, and we will make some recommendations for future actions.  

I’ll hope to see you around our school,  

Michael Cormick  
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Bec’s Bulletin… 
Building Program Update 
I’m pleased to report that our building program is finally nearing completion and later this term we will move 

back into our newly renovated main building. We thank everyone for their patience as we have been building 

over the past couple of years, but I assure you it will be worthwhile. The redesign of the internal spaces in the 

main building is amazing, and it looks completely different than it did previously. Upstairs we now have four 

state of the art classrooms that will become the Senior Learning Centre, a Multi-media and STEM learning 

Centre, teacher offices, breakout spaces for students and student toilets. Downstairs we have a new 

Administration Centre inclusive of offices, meeting rooms, staff work spaces and a fantastic new school 

Library. The look is contemporary, and the internal spaces match the Junior Learning Centre, whilst the 

heritage façade remains intact. You will also notice that our grounds are now recovering well, which also 

complement the overall finish. The finished project will truly be something special and serve our needs well for 

many years to come.  

 

 

Bec Carr 
Acting Principal  
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 
Located next to the General Office 

 

OPENING HOURS FOR TERM 4 2018 
 

MONDAY AFTERNOONS - 3:30PM – 4:00PM 
WEDNESDAY MORNINGS – 8:45AM – 9:30AM 

 
(Copy of the approved uniform list is available at the Uniform Shop,  

the General Office and on our website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au) 
 

For any other queries, or to source second hand items,  
please visit the Uniform Shop during the above opening hours. 

 
A huge thank you to the families who donate second hand uniforms  

back to the school. 
 

We really appreciate the supply of good quality items to offer for sale  
at reduced prices.  

  
Joanne & Kath 

 
 

SUMMER ITEMS NOW AVAILABLE 
 

ITEM SIZES PRICE 
 

Summer Dress 4 – 16 $23.00 each 
 

Cotton/Lycra Bike Shorts 4 – 16 $12.00 pair 
 

Boy Leg Briefs 4-6, 8-10, 12-14 $11.00 pair 
 

Short Sleeve Panelled Polo 4-16 $26.00 each 
 

Surf T-Shirt 4 – 16 $15.00 each 
 

Shorts – Cotton Rugby (unisex) 4 – 16 $15.00 pair 
 

Shorts – Gabardine Zip Pocket 4 – 16 $17.00 pair 
 

Slouch Hat Small, Medium, Large, Extra Large $10.00 each 
 

   
 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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