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Term  4              Issue 5          Week                     December 7,  2017 

DIARY DATES 
 

DECEMBER 

 
Monday 11th - Grade 3 Legoland exc. 

                         Excel Music concert 

 

Tuesday 12th - Whole School Transition 

                         2018 Year 7 Orientation 

 

Wednesday 13th - Prep Picnic  

 

Thursday 14th - Drum concert 

 

Friday 15th – Amsleigh Idol 

 

Monday 18th – Carols Night 

 

Wed. 20th – Whole School Transition 

                    2018 Prep Transition  

 

Friday 22nd – Last Day Term 4 1.30 finish 

 

TUESDAYS ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS  
 

WEDNESDAY IS SCHOOL BANKING 

DAY 

 

Principal’s Report 

Staffing 2018 
At the end of 2017 we will say farewell to Miss Tara Hickey, who has been 

working at Amsleigh Park PS since July 2013. In her time at APPS Miss Hickey 

has taught a variety of levels from Grade 1-4, and did a terrific job in each 

role. More recently, Miss Hickey has been teaching Grade 

2, and her class have enjoyed a tremendous year of 

learning in 2017.  Whilst, we are sad to see her go, Miss 

Hickey moved house in 2017, and the commute to work is 

just too far, so working closer to home is a priority.  Miss 

Hickey’s new school is Banyule Primary school, who are 

most fortunate to have Miss Hickey join their Prep team in 

2018. On behalf of everyone at Amsleigh Park PS I want to 

say a sincere thank-you to Miss Hickey, and wish her every 

success for the future. We will really miss you!  

Education Support staff member, Ms Debbie Claassens will also finish up at 

Amsleigh Park PS at the end of 2017. Debbie has been at 

Amsleigh Park for a whole generation of students, and has 

provided many hours on care and support to ensure our 

students were able to participate fully in the curriculum. 

Debbie is well known to all at the school, and has been 

working in the 5/6 area for the past couple of years.  On 

behalf of everyone at Amsleigh Park PS I want to say a 

huge thanks to Debbie, and wish her every success for the 

future. We will miss you too! 

As one door closes, one opens, so I would like to take this 

opportunity to welcome Miss Lauren Wall to the Amsleigh 

Park PS community as a new teacher for 2018. Miss wall is 

well-known to our staff, as she was previously a student 

teacher at our school, and we are thrilled to have her 

joining our team. I look forward to introducing Miss Wall to 

our community in 2018. Miss Wall will be attending our final 

transition session on Wednesday 20th December and is 

looking forward to meeting her new class.  

Understanding Student Placements 

We are now working on the very complex process of placing students into 

classes for 2018. We consider many factors in this process including the 

number of girls/boys; spread of academic ability; level of participation; 

student behaviour and special needs. Recently our students provided the 

names of five children they work well with in class and enjoy learning with. This 

is a change from recent years when students were specifically asked for the 

names of friends. This change emphasizes to our students, that learning is the 

number one priority for class time, without the distraction of friendships that 

are not productive. Of course, our students are still placed with friends, but we 

believe that our placement of students should not be compromised by 

satisfying friendship requests over having a productive learning environment. 

We hope that all families understand this common sense approach, which we 

believe, will lead to the best outcome for our class placements. Our aim as 

always is to ensure that our classes are well-balanced groups that enable our 

teachers to establish a productive and safe learning environment for all.  

 

 

DUE BY DATES: 

 
DECEMBER 

 
Thursday 7th  Prep Picnic payment due 

 

Friday 8th  G3 Legoland payment due 

 

 

 

 
 

BPay is the preferred method for 

processing payments. Biller Codes 

and reference details are on 

family statements.  

 
EFTPOS & Credit Card payments can 

be made at the office 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS, 

FORMS AND NOTICES ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

 OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE. 
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Class Structure 2018 

I am pleased to announce the class structure for 2018. In 2018, we will have 16 classes as shown below. This 

structure ensures that we will maintain outstanding class sizes across all year levels, with no class above 26 

students. Whilst numbers may change slightly the classes and the number of students are as follows. As you 

will see all classes will have the optimum number of students.  

Class Student Numbers 

Prep A 22 

Prep B 22 

Grade 1A 21 

Grade 1B 21 

Grade 1/2A 20 

Grade 2A 20 

Grade 2B 20 

Grade 3A 20 

Grade 3B 20 

Grade 3/4A 20 

Grade 4A 20 

Grade 4B 20 

Grade 5/6A 25 

Grade 5/6B 25 

Grade 5/6C 26 

Grade 5/6D 26 

You will note that we have opted for two multi-age grades outside of our normal Grade 5/6 ‘Middle Years’ 

classes, which is the enabling factor in keeping our class sizes low, and providing the optimum outcome for 

all students. It is very important to understand that multi-age classes do not present any disadvantage to 

students.  All families can expect that students will progress just as well in all of our classes with the most 

important factor being quality teaching that targets the needs of all students. Each class has a broad range 

of abilities that can span up to 5 years and our teachers differentiate the learning program to accommodate 

the varying needs of their students. Essentially the teaching role is the same for straight or multi-age classes, 

as we cater to the developmental needs of each student.  

Capital Works Update – Working Bee 

Work on our project is really quite frantic at present as the builders work to meet our agreed deadline to 

hand over the new Junior Learning Centre.  They are making great progress, and we are very confident 

that all is in order. Right now, you will see the concrete areas around the building being installed, whilst 

inside the walls are being painted and fitting off commencing. It is a magnificent facility and we are all very 

excited about it.  

Work on our main building will commence in January 2018 and in preparation for this, we need to have 

moved out of the building entirely by the end of this year. As you can imagine this is a huge undertaking 

and we are now working on this ‘decanting’ process. Professional movers will be moving all the heavy items, 

but there are still lots of other small things to be packed up and moved into the container.   

We are having to have a ‘working bee’ on Wednesday 13th December from 9.00am – 11.30am to help with 

the decanting process, so if you can spare an hour or two we would appreciate your help. Please let the 

office know you can come along, and meet in the corridor outside the computer LAB. This help will be 

invaluable to us and will really help to reduce the burden on teachers.  

The Office is Moving! 

Our general office is closed on Thursday and Friday this week as we start the process of moving into our 

temporary accommodation.  The new office area will be located off the ‘prep deck’ with the general 

office in through the main doors and to the left of the corridor. We are aiming to make the office 

operational by Wednesday 13th December, and we ask for your patience during this time, as there are 

many things to be organised and sorted through.  

Enrolment Possibilities for 2018 

We currently have vacancies in classes from Grade 1-4, so please pass on a positive word about Amsleigh 

Park PS if you have a new family move in to your street or the neighbourhood. We are not looking to add too 

many more students but it does help to balance out the movement of students to new areas, which happens 

at the end of every year. We aim to maintain our enrolment around 360 students, which is an optimum size.  

Until next time,  

Michael Cormick  

Principal 
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Bec’s Bulletin… 
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LAST DAY FOR  

 

UNIFORM SHOP SALES 

 

WEDNESDAY 20TH 

DECEMBER 

 

Remember!!   
 

2018 PARENT PAYMENTS 

 

A completed BLUE account form 

(one per family) must be returned to 

the office for ALL payments types. 

 
Final date for payment of fees is 

Monday 12th February 2018. 
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 
 

Located under the stairwell near the library 

 
 

OPENING HOURS FOR 2017 
 

MONDAY AFTERNOON:  3:30pm – 4:00pm 

WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY MORNINGS:  8:45am – 9:30am 

 
 

(Copy of the approved uniform list is available at the uniform shop, the General Office and  

on our website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au) 

 

For any other queries, or to source second hand items, please visit the Uniform Shop during the 

above opening hours. 

 

A huge thank you to the families who donate second hand uniforms back to the school. We 

really appreciate the supply of good quality items to offer for sale at reduced prices.   Joanne 

& Kath   

   

Order now for 2018 

 

Summer Dress – Sizes 4 -16 $23.00 each 

 

Cotton/Lycra Bike Shorts – Sizes 4 - 16 $12.00 pair 

 

Boy Leg Briefs – Sizes 4-6, 8-10, 12-14 - $11.00 pair 

 

Short Sleeve Panelled Polo – Sizes 4-16 - $26.00 each 

 

Surf T-shirt – Sizes 4 – 16 - $15.00 each 

 

Shorts – Cotton Rugby (unisex) – Sizes 4 – 16 - $15.00 pair 

 

Shorts – Gabardine Zip Pocket – Sizes 4 – 16 - $17.00 pair 

 

Slouch Hat – Sizes small, medium, large, extra large - $10.00 each 

 

 

 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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The Canteen is open each 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
 

 The Canteen is CLOSED on Tuesdays  
Lunch orders are NOT available on Tuesdays 

 
Current Menu/Pricelist is available on the school website –  

 
 

 

CANTEEN HELPERS ROSTER 

 

 

DECEMBER 

 
Thursday 7th – Cassie Friday 8th  – Patrice & Jane 

Thursday 14th – Maria Friday 15th- Jess & Kath 

Thursday 21st – Christina Friday 22nd  CLOSED 

 

CANTEEN RE-OPENS  

 

MONDAY 5th FEBRUARY 2018 
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