Term 1

DIARY DATES
FEBRUARY
Thurs 4th – Drum lessons commence
Thurs 11th – Get To Know You interviews
District Swimming 6:45am – 8:00am
Thurs 18th – Resilience Project – Parent
Presentation
Fri 26th – Proposed Working Bee
3.30pm-5.30pm

MARCH
Tue 2nd – Whole school photos
WEDNESDAYS ARE NUDE FOOD
DAYS @ APPS

Issue 1

Welcome to 2021

Week 2

February 4, 2021

Principal’s Report

I would like to welcome everyone in our school community for 2021. Special
welcome to all new families joining us for the first time, we hope you are
enjoying being in our wonderful school community so far. A big welcome to our
new teachers, Miss Barker, Miss Toulios, Miss Vella, Mr Price and returning
teacher, Mrs Dimopoulos, for 2021.
Our students have made a terrific start to this school year, and as I walked
around the school this week I was pleased to see how settled the classrooms
are. There is a really sense of calm all across
the school and that’s very pleasing.
After such a challenging year in 2020 I hope
January was a time for some rest and
relaxation. The recovery from 2020 will take
some time yet, and let’s hope that things
continue along positively. I have included a
letter from the Chief Health Officer, Brett
Sutton, who encourages us to maintain our
COVID safe school routines in 2021.
Amsleigh Park is a wonderful school with a
great staff, great students and a terrific and
supportive school community, so we have all
we need to flourish in 2021.

Learning to Learn

DUE BY DATES:
FEBRUARY
Mon 8th – District Swimming permission
forms due
State School Spectacular
consent forms due
Wed 10th – 9:00am Get To Know You
Interview bookings close

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS,
FORMS AND NOTICES ARE
AVAILABLE ON
OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE.

At the moment all of our classes are participating in our ‘Learning to Learn’
program. This special program helps our students to settle into their new classes,
get to know their classmates and new teacher, and establish clear
expectations and a productive classroom tone for the year. It’s a very
important time, and it’s vital that everyone develops the right mindset towards
school. Learning to learn finishes this Friday, and from next week the academic
year kicks in.
Recently, I reminded students of our school values, Respect, Integrity, Inclusion,
Motivation and Resilience. Following our school values is essential and we
expect that students, staff and parents will adhere to them. Additionally, I made
it very clear that students should also play in a friendly and inclusive manner,
and that bullying, teasing and other such behaviours are not welcome at
Amsleigh Park PS.
For the record our students are overwhelmingly fantastic, and this is well
supported by having a consistent expectation for all. Kids will have their
moments, and that is to be expected, as its part of learning for life. Our aim is
to be fair and consistent, following the principles of School Wide Positive
Behaviour Support, and teaching children the skills they need to be happy and
successful at school.

Prep 2021
Special welcome to all of our 54 new preps who commenced school last Friday.
We have 3 Prep classes this year and we are all looking forward to getting to
know our new students and their families. Welcome also to the students who
have joined us at other year levels, we hope you are all settling in well and
enjoying making new friends.

17 State Street, Oakleigh East, 3166 Phone (03) 9544 1553
www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Developing a Partnership with Amsleigh Park Families in 2021
Our teaching and support staff are looking forward to a productive partnership with you to ensure all students
can achieve their best. We recognise that in order to be successful in school, our children need support from
both home and school. We know a strong partnership with you will make a great difference in your child’s
education. As partners, we share the responsibility for our students’ success and want you to know that we
will do our very best to carry out our responsibilities. We ask that you guide and support your child’s learning
by ensuring that he/she:
1) Attends school daily and arrives on time ready for the day’s learning program
2) Completes all homework given by teachers
3) Reads daily to develop a love for reading and to improve literacy skills
4) Shares school experiences with you so that you are aware of his/her school life.
This partnership is one of the very important components to a successful and happy school life.

Get to Know You Interviews
We have set aside very important time for ‘Get to Know You Interviews’ on Thursday 11th February. These
meetings provide a timely opportunity for our teaching staff to form an effective partnership with each child’s
family. Working in partnership and having consistent expectations between home and school leads to better
outcomes for our students. The Interviews, undertaken using WebEx video conferencing, are strictly 10 minutes.
If families need a longer time then a follow up time should be organised. The bookings for interviews are all
done using XUNO and a notice was distributed on Tuesday this week with details. Bookings are open until
Wednesday 10th February.
Being COVID Safe
It’s quite easy right now to feel as though we are free of COVID19 but the reality is that this will not be over for some time yet. In
order to keep our community safe we must continue to play our
part which includes, social distancing, maintaining hygiene
practices such as hand washing and most importantly, staying
home when unwell. We must continue to ensure that any child
with cold/flu symptoms does not attend school, and ask parents
to support us in this important action. Any child with symptoms
should be tested for COVID as soon as possible and then stay
home until receiving a result. This is the best line of defence, and
it might just help to avoid us heading back into remote learning.
Wearing a mask in and around Amsleigh Park is currently
optional, and is encouraged if social distancing cannot be
maintained. Adults should always carry as mask in case.

No Nuts at Amsleigh Park
At Amsleigh Park PS we have a number of students who are allergic to nuts, and might experience a serious
anaphylactic reaction if exposed. Therefore as a school we ask that parents do not send nuts or nut based
products to school, including peanut butter. We appreciate your support as this can be a life threatening
condition.

Student Insurance – Reminder from DET
Parents are reminded that the Department of Education and Training (DET) does not offer any form of ‘student
accident insurance’. If families are concerned about this they are advised to make their own arrangements.
Ambulance cover could be one consideration as the school will not hesitate to call an ambulance if we are
concerned for a child’s wellbeing.

Personal Goods brought to school at the ‘Owners’ risk
The Department of Education and Training (DET) does not hold insurance for personal property brought to
schools. All schools are requested to remind students and parents/guardians of this at the beginning of each
academic year and to discourage parents/students from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable
items to school. Please avoid bringing these items as it can be most upsetting for all concerned if items go
missing or are damaged.

Arriving at School on-time
Thank-you to the many families who ensure their child arrives on time to school every day. Punctuality is an
important life skill and a great habit to form early in life. Students ideally should arrive at school around 8.45am,
which allows enough time to enjoy a quick catch up with friends before the preparation bell at 8.52am. At
8.45am, a teacher is on ‘yard duty’ and therefore supervision is provided from this time onwards. We are
asking that children do not arrive at school early unless they remain in the care of an adult until 8.45am to
ensure they are supervised adequately.
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School Administration
Our fantastic office team, Karen, Meredith and Jackie, have been very busy at school since 18th January
getting things organised so we have a smooth start to the year. Many thanks to them for their dedication to
our school. Office hours are 8.30am – 4.15pm, and you can make contact with us during this time. A voice
mail option is provided out of those times to leave messages for us.

Annual Swimming Program 2021
Schools are allowed to once again provide a swimming program for
students, and therefore we’ll be running our annual swimming program
in the last two weeks of Term 1. After a record year of drownings in
Australia, it’s vital that we continue to build child’s water safety skills. It
might be a lifesaver in the future.
I was interested to note that the largest ‘at risk’ group is men over the
age of 45 years who can tend to be over confident when in water.
Falling into that category myself, I hope that the dads out there will take
a moment to think about this.

The Annual School Picnic
Unfortunately, we are not able to have the school picnic at this time. It’s disappointing, but there is no way
we can run this event in a COVID safe way at present. It may however be possible to run this event later in
the school year, so we will keep it in mind for Term 4.

School Birthdays
Celebrating a birthday on a school day is a lot of fun, and we know that students often like to share a little
treat with their class. All treats need to be individually wrapped, so they can be shared safely with the class.
A Freddo Frog is a great example of a quick and easy treat to share. Please note we are unable to share
large birthday cakes, as this is not considered COVID safe.

Camps Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and
sporting activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health
Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also
a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students and $225 for eligible secondary school
students. Payments are made direct to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, sporting
activities and excursions for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this
year, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 9544 1553 and ask for an
application form.
Find out more about the program and eligibility, on the Department of Education and Training’s Camps,
Sports and Excursions Fund web page.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as
soon as possible.
School Improvements in 2021
We have been quite successful in securing grants for some improvements for our school, including money to
construct a new shade sail for our new playground ($23,000) and covered walkway ($90,000) between our
buildings. I’m working on this projects at the moment, and hope to get them underway very soon. In addition
to this we have other plans to focus on across 2021 including improving our front garden area and also
constructing a large undercover sports area. Keep an eye out for these improvements in 2021.
Advance notice that we have a community working bee pencilled in for Friday 26th February between 3.30pm
and 5.30pm. We have missed our working bees, which are a great help in maintaining our fantastic school
campus. We are so lucky to have so much outdoor space, but this also has its challenges, and every bit of
help we can get is greatly appreciated.
Hope to see you around the School,

Michael Cormick
PRINCIPAL
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Victorian Chief Health Officer message
to Victorian schools and their communities
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome back the Victorian school community in 2021.
Following an incredible effort by students, staff, teachers, parents and carers last year, Victorian schools
are well placed to safely commence the new school year. Schools will return to a largely normal program
of activities, including welcoming parents and other vital members of the school community back into
their grounds.
Throughout the pandemic, Victorian schools have rapidly adapted and successfully implemented
measures to reduce the risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission in school environments. By
embedding COVIDSafe principles in all its operations and reinforcing good behaviours throughout 2020,
schools have created safe spaces, and are in a strong position to quickly respond to any coronavirus
(COVID-19) risks that may emerge.
Given the current very low risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission in the community, continued high
rates of testing, wastewater monitoring, and continued observance of health and safety measures in
schools; those with medical vulnerabilities or their carers can feel reassured that they can safely return
to working and learning on site.
While we have seen outbreaks emerge over the summer break, we have also witnessed our capacity to
respond quickly to limit the impact of these outbreaks. Should community cases of coronavirus (COVID19) increase again, I am confident that with COVIDSafe plans in place, alongside our ability to quickly
identify and respond to cases – schools remain safe places for all staff and students. I also continue to be
reassured by evidence that children are less impacted by the virus and are less likely to develop severe
illness.
It is crucial, however, for everyone to remain vigilant – to stay home when unwell, get tested, perform
regular hand hygiene, wear a mask when required and maintain physical distancing from others when
practical. Schools should consider how they can continue to pursue strategies that contribute to reduced
transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19).
Schools and parents continue to have an important role to promote and ensure testing when a child or
staff member has any symptoms, no matter how mild, and then stay home. Getting tested and staying
home until results are known, remains critical to limiting community transmission.

Adj Clin Prof Brett Sutton
Victorian Chief Health Officer
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Bec’s Bulletin…
Welcome Back!
Happy New Year and welcome back to Amsleigh Park! A special
welcome to our new families in 2021. I hope everyone had a
terrific summer break and are excited for the year ahead! I look
forward to working with all students and families this year as we
support all students to reach their full potential.

The Resilience Project
Amsleigh Park is proud to be partnering with The Resilience Project
in 2021! The Resilience Project has worked with over 1000 schools
across Australia, as well as sports clubs and businesses to deliver
emotionally engaging programs, providing practical, evidence
based mental health strategies to build resilience.
Students will engage in a presentation with presenter Martin Heppell, during school hours and continue
to engage with the program throughout the year via the Resilience Project’s curriculum materials and
lessons. (Our Prep students will have the presentation facilitated by their class teachers in a shorter Prep
friendly format).
All Amsleigh Park parents and carers are invited to The Resilience Project’s Parent Presentation. We
encourage all parents and carers to attend and engage in this project to support your own mental
health and wellbeing, as well as supporting your child/ren. To help make it easier for parents to attend
this session, we are offering FREE child minding (for school aged students) through Youth Leadership
Victoria, our Out of School Hours Care provider for the duration of the parent presentation. Please
contact YLV 03) 8790-6511 to book.
The Resilience Project Parent Presentation:
WHEN: Thursday 18th February 6.30pm-8pm
WHERE: Amsleigh Park Primary School
BOOKINGS: https://www.trybooking.com/711876
COST: Free
***Bookings Essential***
*This is a Parent and Carer (student free) event*
Resilient Youth Australia- Survey
As part of our school’s work on supporting student wellbeing, our Year 3-6 students
will be asked to participate in the anonymous ‘Resilient Youth Survey.’ The
Resilient Youth Survey has been administered to over 350,000 young Australians
aged 7-19 and used in over 1,300 schools nationwide. Collecting data on
resilience and wellbeing is core work for our school, which helps us establish a
robust evidence base for our efforts in maximising student wellbeing. It is an online
survey that will take students approximately 25 minutes to complete and will be done in class time. If
you have any questions or concerns in child participating, please contact me for further information:
rebecca.carr@education.vic.gov.au
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Xuno
This year Amsleigh Park Primary School will be using the web based school
management software, ‘Xuno’. Xuno has a website portal for use in a
browser and also an app, ‘Xuno Family’, for use on smart phones or tablets.
Amsleigh Park will use Xuno as our main communication tool with families,
including newsletter distribution, absence notifications, student reports,
communication with your child’s teacher, messages and reminders; and
coming soon, permission forms and online payments. It is easy to use, and will
be another big step in keeping our parents informed about their child/ren’s
school life.
You should have received a welcome email, prompting you to set up your account. It has been great
to see many families already up and running with Xuno. If you need assistance setting up your
account, or have not received the welcome email, please contact the office.

Prep Students
It has been wonderful to see our Prep children transitioning to
Primary School over the past week. On yard duty this morning, it
was a pleasure to see how the confidence has grown within our
students, with our Preps enjoying a play before school and happily
waving goodbye to parents when it was time to begin school.
If you are interested in getting more information about helping your
Prep child, the website below (see address below) has some
excellent information.

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/going-to-school/Pages/tips-starting-school.aspx
Reading Nights
Nightly reading not only develops a child’s reading skills, but also their writing
and spelling skills; as well as growing a love of reading over time. Last week at
assembly, I encouraged all students to keep up their reading every night. I
explained that all children need to reach a minimum of 200 nights of reading
this year as part of their homework and to ensure their reading skills continue to
develop. I look forward to celebrating the first ’50 reading nights’ certificates
being awarded at assembly toward the end of February. It was excellent to
hear about all the reading that has already happened this year and over the
holidays!
Traffic Safety
It is extremely important for student and community safety, that drivers observe all
traffic rules and signage around schools to ensure our families stay safe. We thank you
for your support with this, as we’re sure all families would agree, the safety of our
children is of uTmost importance. In particular, adhering to the one way street rules, in
part of State Street, as well as the 40km speed zone around school drop off and pick
up times. Additionally, the council often patrol the 2 minute drop off zone, as well as
the other parking restrictions in State Street, so we urge all families to adhere to these regulations.
Thanks for your support with this
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE…
Family Account Information
Thank you to the families that have paid fees and returned paperwork to the office. We really
appreciate your promptness. If you have any queries regarding your family account, please
contact the office.
Family account statements with 2021 Fees were issued last year. You may notice two different
types of credit notes listed on you statement. Regular credit notes can be applied to any
outstanding invoices, including outstanding 2020 Essential Education Item fees. CSEF credit
notes can only be allocated to invoices relating to camps, sports, excursions etc. All credit notes
are shown with a negative symbol, -$10.00. If you are unsure of the amount outstanding, please
phone the office for assistance.
A reminder to please complete page 5 & 6 of the 2021 Parent Payment information form and
return to the general office. We need a Parent Payment form returned by every family to assist
with the receipt allocation.
Student Book Packs – If you have not yet done so, please order online from Office Corporate –
details below. Book Pack items listed with a zero quantity are “Only if required items”. These
items may be retained from the previous year if still in good working order. If needed for 2021,
please adjust quantity from 0 to 1.
2021 Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) – Eligible families can now claim the 2021CSEF
allowance. New families to the school who hold an eligible Centrelink pension or health care
card should collect an application form from the office. We are required to sight and make a
copy of your eligible card. Existing families who did not claim last year and have recently became
eligible should also collect an application form from the school office.
Families who claimed last year through our school do not need to complete an application form,
the CSEF system uploads details from last year and will advise us if families are no longer eligible.
Thank you,
Karen Hogan
Business Manager

2021 Term Dates
Term 1 - Thursday 28th January - Thursday 1st April
Term 2 – Monday 19th April – Friday 25th June
Term 3 – Monday 12th July – Friday 17th September
Term 4 – Monday 4th October – Friday 17th December
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Amsleigh Park Primary School

2021 Student Book Pack Ordering Process
Online ordering will be available from: Friday November 6 2020

https://amsleighps.neto.com.au/
A step by step demonstration video is also located on the website!
Simply follow the below easy steps:

1. Find your child’s/children’s 2021 year levels. Click “Add to Cart” button.
2. This will display the required book pack items for that year level on your screen. You can now adjust QTY’s, zero
out items to delete them, or increase QTY’s if required. There may also be some items that only need to be
purchased if required, ie, items that may be retained from the previous year. Once you are happy with your
adjustments click “Add to Cart.” After all year level orders have been placed, click Checkout Now. (Multiple
student orders will be delivered together with separate Year Level pick lists)

3. Checkout Details: Enter Email Address, Your Name, Billing Address, Delivery Address, Contact Phone Number &
Student’s Name.
5. Payment Information: Enter your credit card details into our secure checkout.

- https://amsleighps.neto.com.au/ will be live on
Friday November 6 2020 ready to take orders. The site has been designed to be fully functional with Desktop PC’s,
tablets, iPads and all other mobile devices.
Office Corporate Online Ordering Site

Delivery, Packaging, Handling & Late Fees
Order at least $55 in value of your recommended booklist requirements before December 14, 2020 and qualify for
FREE Delivery to your home address.
Order less than $55 of your booklist requirements and a packaging/handling fee of $7.95 (inc GST) will apply.
Order AFTER December 14 2020, and there will be an additional $7.95 (inc GST) late fee for all orders.

Missing Items:
Claims must be addressed with Office Corporate no later than 7 days after you have received your goods.

Payment Methods:
Payment Methods available online are: Visa & Mastercard via secure payment. Your card will be charged
immediately at the time you place the online order. A Tax Invoice will be emailed.

Product Substitution & Back Orders:
If a product is unavailable at the time of packing, the product may be substituted with a similar product of the
same or greater value. If a product is unavailable and cannot be substituted the product will be placed on back
order. Backordered items will be sent to your initial order address free of charge once they are available.

Education Team:
If at any time during the order process your require assistance please feel free to contact our friendly
education team on: Ph: 1300 855 085 or Email: education@officecorporate.com.au
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 1 2021
Monday morning - 8:45am – 9:30am
Tuesday afternoon – 3:00pm – 3:45pm
For counter sales, please pay first at the general office - credit card /eftpos
payments preferred. Note that we do not offer “Tap” payments.
Emailed orders for new Uniform items are still accepted and encouraged.
Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send to
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available.
In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact,
together with a note that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size
required.
A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website
www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au
Libby Jumas
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator

SUMMER ITEMS
ITEM

SIZES

PRICE

Summer Dress

4 - 16

$23.00 each

*Cotton/Lycra Bike Shorts

4 – 16

$12.00 pair

*Boy Leg Briefs

4 – 6, 8 – 10, 12 – 14

$ 8.00 pair

Girls Skort - Cotton or Gab

4 – 16

$17.50 each

Short Sleeve Panelled Polo

4 – 16

$26.00 each

Surf T-Shirt

4 – 16

$15.00 each

Shorts – Cotton Rugby (unisex)

4 – 16

$15.00 pair

Shorts – Gabardine Zip Pocket

4 – 16

$17.00 pair

Slouch Hat

Small, Medium, Large,
Extra Large

$10.00 each

* Worn UNDER school dress only
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