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  Term  1         Issue  2                Week   4                       February 18, 2021 

  DIARY DATES 
 

FEBRUARY 

 
Fri 19 – G5/6 Summer Sports 

 

Fri 26th – Proposed Working Bee  

               3.30pm-5.30pm 

 

 

MARCH  

 

Tue 2nd – Whole school photos 

 

Thurs 4th – Coffee morning 8:00am 

 

Mon 22nd – Thurs 1st April – Whole 

School Swimming Program 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAYS ARE NUDE FOOD 

DAYS @ APPS 

 

 

Principal’s Report 
Good to Be Back! 
It was great to have students return to school today. I 

did a tour this morning and observed very settled 

classrooms and lots of learning underway. Nice work 

Amsleigh Park!  
For the past few days our staff have worked very hard 

on a contingency plan in case we need to have a 

short lock down again. We all hope it will not be 

needed, but we are prepared just in case. Google 

Classroom remains our delivery portal for learning, 

along with the use of instructional videos and printed learning tasks for students. 

This plan can be implemented on short notice.  

School Council Elections 2021 
I’m pleased to report that our School Council elections for 2021 have now 

concluded. As nominations equalled vacancies, I declare that the following 

parents and staff are duly elected for a two year term from 2021 to 2023.  

New Elected School Councillors Existing School Councillors 

Saro Edge (Parent)   Kylie Champion (Parent)  

Komathy Padmanabhan (Parent) Ana Meyborg (Parent) 

Melanie Fox-Craig (Parent)  Steve Ikin (Parent) 

Terese Duffy (Parent)   Livio DiCamillo (Parent)  

Trish Jones (DET)   Bec Carr (DET) 

Danielle Renwick (DET) 

     Michael Cormick (Executive Officer) 

Special welcome to new members, Mrs Komathy Padmanabhan (Parent), Mrs 

Melanie Fox-Craig (Parent) and Miss Trish Jones (DET) who commence as new 

school councillors in 2021. Many thanks to all of the members of our School 

Council, who play a very important role in our school community.  The School 

Council provides important oversight of our school, in areas including finance, 

policy, buildings & grounds and Out of Hours School Care. They have a broad 

decision making role in these areas, and bring important parental perspectives 

to discussion and policy review.  

Special thanks to Mrs Marnie Morton, who is retiring after serving the past 6 years 

as a school councillor. We greatly appreciate her contribution to Amsleigh Park 

PS.  

XUNO Update 
The roll out of XUNO is continuing well, and we are hoping that most families 

have subscribed to the portal and also downloaded the XUNO Family App. We 

are no longer using Flexi-schools for messages, with all communications coming 

via XUNO email or messaging. The XUNO Family App is 

great for messaging, and if parents set their phone to 

accept notifications from XUNO you will receive them as 

a push notification. Please note that this is done via the 

phone ‘settings’, not in the actual App. Thanks for 

subscribing to XUNO, we do need at least one family 

member subscribed as we will send out all 

communications via XUNO.  

 

 

DUE BY DATES: 
 

 

Fri 19th Feb  – Book Club Issue 1 Orders 

 

Thu 4th March – Swimming Payments 

and forms. 

 

 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS, 

FORMS AND NOTICES ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

 OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE. 
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Tutor Learning Initiative  
The Victorian State Government has funded a large educational initiative in 2021 to support learning catch 

up. The Tutor Learning Initiative (TLI) is worth $200 million across State Government Schools which is an 

unprecedented investment of a program on this nature. This funding is being used to employ tutor teachers 

to work with students who fell behind during remote learning. Typically, students participating in the TLI will 

have made less than 12 months of learning growth in 2020. 

Our Tutor Learning Teachers are Mrs Jonga, Mrs Dimopoulos and Mrs Kennedy. It’s an excellent team, and 

they have done a fantastic job in getting the program established. Tutoring sessions commenced on Monday 

8th Feb. Students in our TLI participate in 3 x weekly sessions (Small group) with the tutor teacher, focusing on 

areas that were identified by their teachers in 2020. The main focus areas for tutoring are: Number, Reading 

and Writing, although there are also many incidental benefits, such as the development of confidence, 

independence, building self-esteem and persistence. 

Student Representative Council / Class Captains  

Sincere congratulations to our Grade 6 Class Captains, Student Representative Council (SRC) representatives 

and Enviro-Stars, who have been elected to this role in 2021. These students can wear their special badge 

with pride, as they represent both their classes and our school. All of our student leaders have a responsibility 

to act as a role model for all other students, both through their behaviour and learning, and I look forward to 

observing them in this regard across the school year.  

Our SRC and Enviro-Stars both offer an important opportunity for promoting ‘student voice’ in our school, and 

we welcome their input into our school and the ideas they put forward. All ideas proposed by our student 

groups are given serious consideration. Many thanks to Miss Kirton and Miss Wall for coordinating the SRC, and 

Frau Salles who will coordinate the Enviro-Stars.  

Get to Know You Interviews 
Many thanks to our parents who attended the ‘get to know you’ interviews last week. These interviews offer 

a timely opportunity to reaffirm the partnership between staff and parents, and make sure everyone is united 

in supporting our students. These interviews also complement the handover information that teachers share 

about students, which is designed to ensure a continuity of learning.   

Parental Communication Policy  
At Amsleigh Park PS we are committed to effective communication and ensuring that appropriate 

opportunities exist for parents to raise any concerns and ask questions related to their child's education, 

wellbeing and progress. Following on from our recent ‘Get to Know You’ Interviews I want to remind everyone 

about this. Typically, parents will need to make an appointment to meet with their child’s teacher, especially 

if the matter needs an in-depth discussion.  A meeting such as this is best done at a mutually convenient time, 

where there is enough time to have a proper discussion. Please contact the office if you wish to make an 

appointment with one of our teaching staff.  

Before school is usually not convenient to contact teachers as they are usually making final preparations for 

teaching. A brief message is usually Ok before school, so long as a long discussion is not required. After school 

is the best time and our teachers will endeavour to fit this in around our regular meetings, which are held on 

Mondays and Wednesdays. If anyone has any questions about this policy, which was developed and 

approved by the School Council, please contact me. The parent communication policy can also be 

accessed from our website. www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au  

School Promotion 
Each year we conduct a range of promotional activities so that prospective families find out about our school. 

Being hidden away in Oakleigh East is great, but it also means that some families do not even know we are 

here, even after we have placed materials at all local pre-schools and child care centres. One thing we do 

know is that ‘word of mouth’ is one of the best forms of promotion, and a positive word often brings families 

along for a look. If anyone asks, encourage them to come along for a tour, and they can see all the great 

things that are happening.   

Parking Around Amsleigh Park PS 
We are very fortunate to have plenty of parking around our school, and normally we have very few concerns 

about this. Recently however, I have been contacted by residents both in State Street and Gamble Street 

with complaints about parking. In this instance I usually point out to residents that the vast majority of parents 

are careful and considerate in their parking, but that I will put out a reminder to our school community. As 

residents can contact the City of Monash, please be mindful of parking according to the parking rules in the 

area, in case we find parking inspectors around our locality. If you are not parking correctly around the school 

the council will book and fine the driver.  

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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CCTV  
I want to inform our community, as a courtesy, that we have CCTV cameras all around 

Amsleigh Park PS. The purpose of these cameras is to provide security for our school 

campus out of school hours. CCTV is a very effective deterrent and helps us to ensure we 

are not subject to vandalism. The footage is kept for a period of two weeks, and is only 

accessed if there is an issue. 

Developing a Mathematical Mindset – Comment  
As a long time educator I have always loved Mathematics, and I have a passion for teaching in this area. I’d 

like to share with you some insights I have developed more recently. Recent research on Mathematics has 

shown the influence of parental attitudes towards Mathematics can impact on student’s attitudes and 

confidence. I sometimes hear a parent say ‘I was never any good at Maths’ or even ‘I hate maths’ which 

children can quickly pick up on. Whilst this is well meaning, usually designed to provide support for the child, 

it can have a negative effect on their attitude. What we find is that this attitude can almost become a 

‘blocker’ for the child, which is very hard for teachers to overcome. Learning in Mathematics can sometimes 

be challenging, but there is no reason why the majority of students should not be able to build skill, knowledge 

and confidence in this vital learning area. 

As Mathematics is a Strategic Priority at Amsleigh Park, we are working on a process 

of continuous improvement. Many of our students do very well in this learning, and we 

want to make sure that all children have every opportunity to reach their learning 

potential. One of the important ingredients is the development of a positive mindset, 

through which the child has the belief that they will learn and make progress over 

time. Yes, leaning in Mathematics will sometimes be challenging, but with persistence, 

they can continue to build their knowledge and skill. If your child complains that it’s 

hard, that’s OK, just encourage them to persist. And importantly avoid sending any 

‘negative’ messages that might influence their persistence of confidence.  

I hope that all children will in turn develop a Mathematical mindset that is positive.   

Working Bee 

We have a community working bee next Friday 26th February to undertake some clean up around the school. 

If you can spare some time between 3.30pm and 5.30pm we would appreciate it.  If you can bring a wheel 

barrow and some tools, such as a broom and rake this will help. We have such a great campus but the 

upkeep is very challenging. Thanks in advance, we appreciate the help.   

Grade 4 Classrooms get a Make Over 
During the January holidays we took the opportunity to give the Grade 4 classrooms a fantastic new look that 

included new carpet, painting and brand new class furniture. This means that these classrooms are the same 

standard as the rest of the school. The kids give it a thumbs up and 9 ½ out of 10. I’ll keep working on the 

perfect score!   

 

Before             After 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hope to see you around the School, 

 

Michael Cormick 

PRINCIPAL 
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Bec’s Bulletin… 
 
The Resilience Project 

A reminder that tonight (Thurs 18/2/21), we have The Resilience Project’s 

Parent Presentation evening on at Amsleigh Park at 6:30pm. If 

you are yet to book, please contact the school office today 

via phone to secure your spot. We hope to see many parents 

come along and enjoy a positive experience for their mental 

health.  

Due to the ‘circuit breaker’ lockdown, our Resilience Project 

student sessions have been rescheduled to Friday 26th February. We look forward to having our 

students engage in these sessions next week. 

 

PFA- Class Representatives  

Keep an eye out for an email from our Parents and Friends Association 

in the coming weeks regarding Class Representatives for 2021. Each 

year, the PFA ask for volunteers to be the ‘Class Representative’ for 

each class. The Class Representative acts as a link between the school 

and parents, through forwarding emails regarding reminders, social 

events, school holiday activities, sourcing materials, seeking volunteers etc. Class Representatives do 

not deal with issues relating to policies or management. Having Class Representatives is a great help to 

the school and is a good way to get to know other parents in your child’s year level. We encourage 

parents to consider volunteering for this role. 

 

Anaphylaxis, Allergy and Asthma Plans 

It is crucial that the school has up to date information regarding your child’s 

asthma, severe allergy and/or anaphylaxis, so that we can effectively support 

and manage your child’s condition if needed. Although we hope to never have 

to use the emergency action plans, it is essential that parents provide the school 

office with an updated plan each year. These plans are completed by your 

child’s GP and then kept on record at school for use in an emergency.  

If your child has asthma, severe allergy or anaphylaxis, please ensure that you 

have provided the school office with a current action plan. Linked to these plans, please ensure your 

child’s asthma or allergy medication supplied to the school office is in date. Thank you for your support 

with this very important process. If you have any queries, please contact the school office. 

 

School Wise Positive Behaviour Support  

Our students have made a terrific start to the school year, already having been 

recognised with many tokens for demonstrating our expected behaviours of 

respect, inclusion, resilience and motivation.  

Students have used their tokens to vote for a whole school reward, building on 

the tokens accumulated late last year and have reached their reward. Great job APPS! We look 

forward to seeing what you will achieve next   
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Coffee Morning  

 
On Thursday 4th March, we will have our first Amsleigh Park Coffee Morning for 2021! ‘Barista 

on the Move’ will be here from 8:00am selling tea, coffee and hot chocolate to parents at 

school drop off time. It would be great to see as many parents as possible come down for a 

cuppa and a catch up. It is really great to be able to invite parents back onsite, after a very 

long time between Coffee Mornings! A reminder that if you BYO a reusable cup, you get a 

50c discount. 

 

As part of Covid Safe practices, we’ll ask parents who are onsite for greater than 15 minutes to scan our QR 

code and ‘check in’ for contact tracing purposes.  We hope to see you there!  
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE… 
 

Family Account Information 

 

Thank you to the families that have paid 2021 fees and returned paperwork to the office. We 

really appreciate your support with this process. If you have any queries regarding your family 

account, please contact the office.  

 

Family account statements with 2021 Fees were issued last year. You may notice two different 

types of credit notes listed on you statement. Regular credit notes can be applied to any 

outstanding invoices, including outstanding 2020 Essential Education Item fees. CSEF credit 

notes can only be allocated to invoices relating to camps, sports, excursions etc. All credit notes 

are shown with a negative symbol, -$10.00. There may also be an unallocated receipt amount, 

this is also shown as a negative. These unallocated receipts are a result of a payment being 

made without the relevant paperwork handed in to notify us of what is being paid for.  

 

A reminder to please complete page 5 & 6 of the 2021 Parent Payment information form and 

return to the general office.  We need a Parent Payment form returned from every family to 

assist with the receipt allocation. We cannot assume which fees are being paid by families 

when a payment comes through from BPay and this is why we ask for the paperwork to be 

returned when payments are made. 

 

2021 Swimming Program – Notices regarding swimming have been sent home and family 

statements sent out by email. Please carefully check if you have a credit amount on your 

account that could be used to offset the swimming charge, this will avoid overpayments.  

BPay is the preferred method of payment, followed by credit/debit card. Please complete and 

return the swimming permission form and questionnaire no later than March 4th.    

  

2021 Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) – Eligible families can now claim the 2021CSEF 

allowance. New families to the school who hold an eligible Centrelink pension or health care 

card should collect an application form from the office. We are required to sight and make a 

copy of your eligible card. Existing families who did not claim last year and have recently become 

eligible should also collect an application form from the school office.  

Families who claimed last year through our school do not need to complete an application form, 

the CSEF system uploads details from last year and will advise us if families are no longer eligible. 

 

Thank you,  

     

Karen Hogan 

Business Manager 

 
 

 

 

2021 Term Dates 
 

Term 1 - Thursday 28th January  - Thursday 1st April 

 

Term 2 – Monday 19th April – Friday 25th June 

 

Term 3 – Monday 12th July – Friday 17th September 

 

Term 4 – Monday 4th October – Friday 17th December 
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 

 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 1 2021   

 
Monday morning - 8:45am – 9:30am 

Tuesday afternoon – 3:00pm – 3:45pm 
 

For counter sales, please pay first at the general office - credit card /eftpos   
payments preferred. Note that we do not offer “Tap” payments. 

   
Emailed orders for new Uniform items are still accepted and encouraged. 

Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send to 
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 
 

In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, 
together with a note that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size 

required. 
 

A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website 
www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 

 
Libby Jumas 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator 
 

                 SUMMER ITEMS    
 
ITEM 
 

Summer Dress 
 

*Cotton/Lycra Bike Shorts 
 

*Boy Leg Briefs 
 

Girls Skort - Cotton or Gab 
 
Short Sleeve Panelled Polo 
 

Surf T-Shirt 
 

Shorts – Cotton Rugby (unisex) 
 

Shorts – Gabardine Zip Pocket 
 

Slouch Hat 
 
* Worn UNDER school dress only 

SIZES 
 

4 - 16 
 

4 – 16 
 

4 – 6, 8 – 10, 12 – 14 
 

4 – 16 
 

4 – 16 
 

4 – 16 
 

4 – 16 
 

4 – 16 
 

Small, Medium, Large,  
Extra Large 
 
 

PRICE 
 

$23.00 each 
 

$12.00 pair 
 

$  8.00 pair 
 

$17.50 each 
 

$26.00 each 
 

$15.00 each 
 

$15.00 pair 
 

$17.00 pair 
 

$10.00 each 
 
 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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