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  Term  2          Issue  2              Week   3                       May 6, 2021 

  DIARY DATES 
 

 

MAY 
 

Mon 10 – 1/2 Science Works Excursion 
 

Fri 14 – Prep Incursion 

             5/6 Interschool Sport 
 

*SATURDAY 15 – APPS OPEN DAY* 
 

Thurs 20 – Community Working Bee 

 

Fri 21 – 5/6 Werribee Zoo Excursion 

 

Mon 24-Wed 26  – G3/4 Camp 

 

Fri 28 – 5/6 Interschool Sport 

 

Mon 31 – Fri 4 June – G5/6 Camp 

 

JUNE 

 
Fri 11 - 3/4 Melbourne Aquarium Exc. 

Mon 14 – Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

 

TUESDAYS  

ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS  @ APPS 
 

Principal’s Report 
Hoodie Up for Autism 
A very big thank you to all of our students who participated in ‘Hoodie up 

for Autism’ awareness building day on Friday 30th April. This event was 

proposed and organised by the Student Representative Council, and is a 

most worthwhile focus for our students.  Most students in schools will have 

contact with children with Autism, and having an understanding of this 

condition is therefore very important. It is estimated that 1 in 70 people have 

Autism.   

Autism Spectrum Australia describe autism as follows; 

Autism is a condition that affects how a person thinks, feels, interacts with 

others, and experiences their environment. It is a lifelong disability that starts 

when a person is born and stays with them into old age. Every Autistic person 

is different to every other. This is why autism is described as a ‘spectrum’. 

For more information about Autism please visit the Amaze (Autism Victoria) 

website. autismvictoria.org.au 

Open Morning 
Our Open Morning for families with children starting school in 2022 or 2023 

will be held on Saturday 15th May, 2021. Any families with children in 3YO or 

4YO Kindergarten/Pre-school are welcome to come along. During this event 

our student leaders will be acting as 

school ambassadors and providing 

school tours. There will be a jumping 

castle and sausage sizzle as well, just for 

a bit of fun. Any families who are 

already part of our community, and 

have children yet to start school are 

welcome to attend as well. Our 

teaching staff will be on hand to answer 

questions and our school councillors will 

be running the sausage sizzle and 

helping to promote Amsleigh Park PS. 

It’s vitally important that we continue to 

promote Amsleigh Park PS within our 

local community, so tell friends, family 

and neighbours about this event.  

Slippers are Welcome in Winter 
During the winter months we work hard to keep the carpets as clean as 

possible, especially in the Junior Learning Centre, which has lighter grey 

carpet. In 2019 we trialled having our students wear slippers when indoors 

and it worked very well. Not only was the carpet kept cleaner, but the 

students (and staff) clearly loved being in their comfy slippers when indoors 

on those cold winter days. All students are encouraged to 

bring in a pair of slippers to leave in their bag locker, or 

classroom. The slippers will remain at school until later in the 

year, and then we will send them home once the weather 

is consistently drier. Thanks for helping us with this, it makes 

sitting on the floor far more comfortable for children.   
 

DUE BY DATES: 
 

MAY 
 

 

Thurs 6 –  3/4 camp  final payment 

 

Mon 17 –  3/4 Melbourne Aquarium Exc. 

 

Wed 19 – 5/6 Camp final payment 

 

 

 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS, FORMS 

AND NOTICES ARE AVAILABLE ON 

OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE. 

http://autismvictoria.org.au/
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NAPLAN testing next week 

The annual National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests will be conducted in May 

2021. The NAPLAN tests will involve all students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 from all states and territories across 

Government, Catholic and Independent Schools. The NAPLAN tests will be conducted on Tuesday May 11, 

Wednesday May 12 and Thursday May 13.  

NAPLAN assesses skills in Literacy and Numeracy that are developed over time through the school curriculum. 

NAPLAN is not a pass or fail type test, but rather shows how students are progressing in Numeracy and Literacy 

skills against national standards for all Australia children. It also provides valuable information that allows 

schools and governments to better target effort and support to help all students achieve their potential and 

acquire the basic skills to help them build successful and happy lives. 

All students (in Years 3 & 5) are expected to participate in these tests. Some students with very specific 

circumstances may be exempted from participating in the tests.  

The best way you can help your child prepare for NAPLAN is to let them know that NAPLAN is just one part of 

their school program, and to urge them to simply do the best they can on the day. Included in this newsletter 

is an article from parenting educator, Michael Grose, with some helpful hints about helping students prepare 

for NAPLAN tests.  

An individual student NAPLAN report will be issued by the school later this year. Parents can use this information 

to monitor how their child is progressing and to identify any areas of concern. Parents may also wish to use 

their child’s results to discuss progress with teachers. More information is available at www.naplan.edu.au 

 Year Tuesday 11 May Wednesday 12 May Thursday 13 May 

Year 3 
Language conventions: 45 minutes 

Writing: 40 minutes 

Reading: 45 minutes Numeracy: 45 minutes 

Year 5 
Language conventions:45 minutes 

Writing:40 minutes 
Reading: 50 minutes Numeracy: 50 minutes 

Attitudes to School Survey 
Each year our grade 4-6 students have the opportunity to participate in the DET ‘Attitudes to School Survey’, 

sharing their perceptions on a range of areas. Connectedness to peers, classroom behaviour, engagement, 

help and support are just some of the areas students are asked about. The survey takes about 20 minutes to 

complete and is done during a class session. The data that we receive is analysed and we then identify areas 

we would like improve further. Students will be undertaking this survey over the next few weeks.  

Level Newsletters 
Families will be receiving the Term Newsletter from their class teacher over the next week. This newsletter is 

developed by each teaching team, e.g. Grade 1 and 2 teachers, for their whole level. Our teachers work 

hard to make sure that the newsletter provides an overview of the learning that our students will undertake 

across each Term. As you will see there is always a detailed plan in place and lots of concepts for our students 

to learn and consolidate.  If you do not receive a copy via email please let your teacher know.  

Check out our New Mandala Maze 
During the Term 1 holidays we had some work undertaken to fix up the 

Mandala Maze located in our wonderful Inclusion garden. The maze 

was originally painted onto the surface, but the paint quickly started 

to wear and eventually started to look terrible. The contractor was 

surprised that this had happened but agreed to find a better solution, 

and it was decided to create the maze using artificial turf. The result 

looks quite spectacular, and this should now be a low maintenance 

item with a life span of 15+ years.  

 

That’s all for this week, until next time.  

Michael Cormick  

Principal 

  

http://www.naplan.edu.au/
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Bec’s Bulletin… 
Year 6-7 Transition 2021-2022 
An important reminder to our Year 6 families, that the ‘Application for Year 7 

Placement 2022’ form, which all students, including those attending an 

independent school in 2022, must complete, is due back next Friday 14th May. 

Please ensure you have returned this form by the due date so your child’s form may 

be sent off to the relevant secondary school in a timely manner. 

 

If Year 6 families have any queries about this process, please contact me at school 

and I’ll be happy to answer your questions. 

 

Aerobics  
It was super exciting for Amsleigh Park’s competitors and coaches to be 

back at an Aerobics Competition after missing competitions in 2020! Last 

Thursday 29th April, our Aerobics team competed in the Victorian 

Regional Qualifiers at Doncaster Secondary College, after training twice 

a week since the beginning of the year. We congratulate them on 

progressing to the Victorian State Finals in June. Aspasia in Grade 6 also 

entered the ‘Athlete Audition’ section, where she too has progressed to 

the State Finals. Congratulations Rip Curls and Aspasia! We wish you all 

the best for the State Finals! 

 

 

Camp 

Camp planning is well underway for our Year 3/4 Camp to Manyung and our 

Year 5/6 Camp to Kangaroobie for later this term. It has been lovely to see the 

excitement of the students in the lead up to these events! Camps provide such a 

great opportunity for students to develop independence, confidence and an 

ability to compromise, as they get to know and live with others for the camp. A 

reminder to families to please return medical, consent and behaviour forms as 

soon as possible, to allow for the final plans to be made. If you have any queries 

about the camps, or camp payments, please contact Michael Cormick 

regarding 3/4 camp, or Bec Carr regarding 5/6 Camp. I’m sure we’re all looking 

forward to some great camps this year! 

 

 

NAPLAN 

Parents of our Year 3s and 5s received a letter last week, informing them of the upcoming 

NAPLAN (National Assessment Program for Literacy and Numeracy) tests. Students in years 3 

and 5 will be assessed in Reading, Writing, Language Conventions and Numeracy next 

week. If you have any questions relating to the NAPLAN tests or your child in relation to 

NAPLAN, please contact your child’s teacher, or Michael Cormick or Bec Carr.  

 

  

 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support ~ SWPBS 

After some interruption to our strategic work in 2020, Staff at Amsleigh Park Primary 

School are continuing their Professional Learning about implementing the School 

Wide Positive Behaviour Support approach, supported by our Department of 

Education SWPBS Coach this year.  SWPBS continues to be a part of our social and 

emotional learning program in Grades Prep -6, where expected skills and 

behaviours are explicitly taught. 

   

We have included the behaviour matrix on the next page for parents to familiarise themselves with. The 

matrix is reviewed each year to ensure it maintains relevance and effectiveness within our school context. 

You will see that the matrix is based on our school values, with a breakdown of how people can show that 

value in different settings.  
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Helping students get ready for the NAPLAN tests 

By Michael Grose- www.parentingideas.com.au 
 

The most resilient children and young people are those who rise to meet rather than retreat from the 

challenges presented to them. Perhaps it’s best to view the NAPLAN tests as good learning experiences rather 

than dreaded pressure tests.  

 

During the third week of May Australian children in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will take part in the National Assessment 

Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). The stated purpose of this testing program is to gain an overall 

picture of educational attainment levels to assist education policy and decision-making.  

 

The program, first implemented in 2008, has drawn some criticism from a number of different quarters, 

particularly in regard to the use of the information gained through the NAPLAN tests. You’ve probably heard 

a number of different viewpoints expressed in the media over the last few weeks.  

 

One view commonly put forward is that the NAPLAN tests put undue pressure on children to perform in test 

situations. If so, then perhaps the best approach for parents and teachers is to help them handle the pressure 

rather than avoid it. The most resilient children and young people are those who rise to meet rather than 

retreat from the challenges presented to them. Perhaps it’s best to view the NAPLAN tests as good learning 

experiences rather than dreaded pressure tests.  

 

Children and young people take their cues from their parents about how to handle many situations. American 

psychologist Martin Seligman discovered more than a decade ago, through his research into children’s 

thinking styles, how closely a child’s explanatory style mimics that of the parent they spend most time around. 

Optimistic parents beget optimistic kids, just as anxious parents can beget anxious kids. The impact of a 

parent’s explanatory style seems to be magnified somehow in small families where there are fewer voices to 

be heard.  

 

As a parent it helps your child, if you take a positive view of the NAPLAN tests. It’s better to see them as learning 

opportunities for kids as well as opportunities to overcome any anxieties or nerves that these tests may bring 

on. It’s also worth remembering that many children don’t stress over these tests. The vast majority take them 

in their stride, wondering what all the fuss is about.  

 

Whether your child stresses or takes them in his stride here are some tips to help prepare for the NAPLAN tests:  

1 Take your cues from your child: If your child doesn’t worry about them then neither should you. Be careful 

not to create a problem that doesn’t exist by incessantly talking about, or worse, worrying about the test.  

2 Focus on doing their best and trying hard: Choose your words carefully when you speak with your kids. As 

with all their learning activities place your focus squarely on effort rather than results. The only pressure on kids 

should be to try hard rather than to do well.  

3 Listen to any concerns they have: If your child confesses to some nerves then validate their feelings, rather 

than shut them down with a ‘get over it’ response. “Yes, sometimes tests can be a little scary, but they get 

easier every time you take them.” Use this as an opportunity to develop some emotional smarts, which starts 

with recognising how kids feel.  

4 Give them some relaxation ideas: Anxious or nervous kids will benefit from some simple relaxation strategies. 

Taking some deep breaths, changing their thinking and exercising the morning of the test are some simple 

ways to help kids get some feeling of control.  

5 Help them retain their perspective: One way to help children who become excessively anxious about an 

event is to ask what’s the worst thing that could happen? Okay, they may not do as well as they would like 

but the sun will still rise tomorrow, regardless of how well they do. Keeping perspective is a life skill that we all 

need to practise.  

A positive, caring parent attitude is one of the best gifts you can give a child when they are apprehensive or 

nervous about approaching any different situation whether it’s going on school camp, joining a new club or 

sitting a NAPLAN test.  

  

http://www.parentingideas.com.au/


 

 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 
 

FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE… 
 

Family Account Information 

 
Each time a new fee (invoice) is processed to family accounts, (swimming, camp, etc) a statement will be sent 

home via email.  You may notice two different types of credit notes listed on your statement. Regular credit notes 
can be applied to any outstanding invoices, including outstanding 2021 Essential Education Item fees. CSEF credit 

notes can only be allocated to invoices relating to camps, sports, excursions etc. All credit notes are shown with a 
negative symbol, -$10.00. There may also be an unallocated receipt amount, this is also shown as a negative. 

These unallocated receipts are a result of a payment being made without the relevant paperwork handed in to 

notify us of what is being paid for.  
 

2021 Fees & Charges – Please carefully check if you have a credit /unallocated receipt amount on your 
family account that could be used to offset any outstanding fees. Please adjust your payment 

accordingly to avoid further overpayments.  
BPay is the preferred method of payment, followed by credit/debit card.    

If you have any queries regarding your family account, please contact the office.  

 
A reminder to please settle any outstanding fess as soon as possible. Let us know when you have made a BPay 

payment by sending an email to amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au to advise us which fees are being paid so 
the correct receipt allocations can be made. 

 

2021 Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF) – Eligible families can now claim the 2021 CSEF allowance. New 
families to the school who hold an eligible Centrelink pension or health care card should collect an application form 

from the office. We are required to sight and make a copy of your eligible card. Existing families who did not claim 
last year and have recently become eligible should also collect an application form from the school office.  

Families who claimed last year through our school do not need to complete another application form, the CSEF 

system uploads details from last year and will advise us if families are no longer eligible. 
 

Absences / Late Arrivals 
A reminder that all absences should be reported to the General Office. Admin staff process all attendance data, 

including late arrivals and early exits, teachers are informed during this process.  Absences can be notified by 
Xuno, email or phoning the school and selecting 1 when prompted to leave an absence message. Students arriving 

late to school must be signed in at the office by a parent. Parents should complete the sign in register, fill out a 
“Late Slip” and hand this to your child so they can then proceed to their classroom and parents can then depart 

from the general office.  

 
Thank you,  

     
Karen Hogan 

Business Manager 

 
 

 

 

 

2021 Term Dates 
 

Term 2 – Monday 19th April – Friday 25th June 

 

Term 3 – Monday 12th July – Friday 17th September 

 

Term 4 – Monday 4th October – Friday 17th December 

 

mailto:amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 

 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 2 2021   

 
Monday morning - 8:45am – 9:30am 

Tuesday afternoon – 3:00pm – 3:45pm 
 

For counter sales, please pay first at the general office - credit card /eftpos   
payments preferred. Note that we do not offer “Tap” payments. 

   
Emailed orders for new Uniform items are still accepted and encouraged. 

Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send to 
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 
 

In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, 
together with a note that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size 

required. 
 

A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website 
www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 

 
Libby Jumas 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator 
 
 

                  SALE - WINTER ITEMS    
 

ITEM 
 

Discontinued Girls Bootleg Pants (Brand New) 
Approximately 40 pairs in various sizes 

 
Discontinued Boy Leg Briefs - Twin Pack (Brand New)  

Approximately 15 Twin Packs 
 

Only available from the Uniform Shop whilst stocks last 
No exchange or refunds available on these items 

 

 
Please see order form below for all other uniform shop 

items. 
 
 

SIZES 
 

4 – 16 
 
 
4-6, 8-10, 12-14 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PRICE 
 

$5.00 
 

 
$4.00 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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School Crossing  

Supervisors Required 
 

We are seeking dedicated individuals 

to work as School Crossing Supervisors 

located within the City of 

Stonnington. 

 

These areas include: 

Toorak, South Yarra, Malvern, 

Prahran, Windsor and surrounding 

areas. 

 

Ongoing positions with a great hourly 

rate, providing full training  

and full uniform. 

 

Safety in the community is a priority.  

If this is you, please call Roberta  

(03) 8561 8833 or email your interest 

to 

Mulgrave-

recruiters@chandlermacleod.com  

 

for further assistance. 

mailto:Mulgrave-recruiters@chandlermacleod.com
mailto:Mulgrave-recruiters@chandlermacleod.com
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