Term 1

DIARY DATES
2022
MARCH
Thurs 17 – Coffee Morning
Thurs 24 – Colour Slime Run
Sat 26 – Working Bee 1-4pm
Mon 28 – Fri 8 April – Whole
School swimming program
APRIL
Fri 1 – Gnomies Club
Fri 8 – Last Day Term 1
Early finish at 2.30pm
Tue 26 – Term 2 Commences

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS
@ APPS

DUE BY DATES:

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS ARE
AVAILABLE ON
OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE.
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March 17, 2022

From the Principal Team
Bullying – National Day of Action
Amsleigh Park PS is a harmonious school most of the time, but as we know
children can be unpredictable and not always at their best. On occasion we
are called upon to manage ‘bullying’ type behaviours, although we find they
are not always necessarily bullying in the truest sense. Whilst being subject to
anti-social behaviours from another student is distressing, it becomes bullying
when the behaviours show a repeated pattern. Usually there is also a power
imbalance between the individuals, with one person using this power to hurt
(physical, verbal, exclusion) the other. Often this kind of behaviour is covert
(kept secret), so it is not always obvious or easy to see.
At our school ‘bullying behaviours’ are unacceptable and we work hard to
maintain an environment in which children know and understand this. We do
this is in a variety of ways focusing on prevention rather than reaction. Our
school follows ‘School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS), so one of our
primary aims is to teach children to behave in a positive manner by showing
them what the behaviours look like and why they are important. All our
expected behaviours follow our school values of respect, inclusion, resilience,
integrity and motivation. We call these the ‘universal behaviours’, and most
children follow them well. In addition to this we also explicitly teach other
important social skills through the Resilience Project, Daniel Morcombe
personal safety program and the Zones of Regulation.
Friday 18th March is the National Day of Action for Bullying. Next week we will
be undertaking some learning about being ‘kind’, focussing on the positive,
and also reminding children that bullying behaviours are not a welcome or
acceptable. One of my favourite quotes comes to mind here, ‘in a world
where you can choose to be anything, be kind!’ This reminds us that we have
a choice and choosing to be kind is easy and does not require anything other
than a positive mindset.
If parents are worried about any persistent behaviours directed towards your
child, please discuss this with your child’s teacher as a first step. It helps to be
aware that it takes some time to investigate the situation properly and during
that time we ask for your patience whilst we get a clear understanding. Rest
assured the matter will not be closed until we have a plan in place that
addresses the situation. Our aim will always be to maintain the safety and
wellbeing of our students and bullying or other distressing behaviours will not
be tolerated.

Swimming Helpers
Our Swimming program is kicking off in just over a week, and all is ready to
go. This year we have a bumper year of swimmers, which is great. Classroom
teachers may be seeking some parents to assist with the program. Any
parents who are acting as a volunteer need to adhere to the following
requirements:
1. Have a Working with Children Check Card (Volunteer Card)
2. Be fully vaccinated for COVID-19 (minimum 2 vaccinations)
Please note that the vaccination requirement is not intended to exclude
parents, but the pool will check each adult’s certificate upon entry, including
the staff. It is also school policy to follow Department of Education (DET)
guidelines for school volunteers. Thanks in advance for your support for our
swimming program.

17 State Street, Oakleigh East, 3166 Phone (03) 9544 1553
www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Volunteering at School
Considering the vaccination requirements for volunteers we are going to keep a master list of volunteers in
the office. This way you can volunteer to support the swimming program, and any other events that might
come up, such as excursions, special event days e.g., slime run and so on. If
you want to help with swimming or at other events you need to be on the
Volunteers register. Please visit the general office with your WWCC card and
show your vax certificate on your phone. We hope that you understand that
this small action contributes to our broader safety strategies at our school.
You will only need to do this once.
If anyone has any questions about the volunteer policy please contact us via
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au and mark it attention to Michael.

XUNO APP Upgrade
XUNO have released a new version of the XUNO Family mobile app. In this new version of the Family app,
they are optimising the push notifications and paving the way for new and exciting features to come.
After upgrading, the app will automatically log users out, requiring them to log in to the app again. Parents
and students can use the same login details as they have used in the past to re-register and log back in.
Here’s what to do:
1. Upgrade to the new XUNO family APP (It’s Free)
2. Use the same details you used originally to complete the registration form on the App
3. Log back in and away you go.

School Council Elections 2022
Elections for 2022 are now complete. Welcome to new members, Miss Sam Hayes (for Trish Jones) and Mrs
Lauren Dimopoulos (DET), and Ms Tahlia Mugridge (Parent). Mrs Ana Meyborg, Mrs Kylie Champion and Mr
Steve Ikin were re-elected and Mr Livio Di Camillo will join us as a community co-opted member. All members
are shown on the following table.
Parent Rep. 2021-2023
Mrs Saro Jacobson
Mrs Komathy Padmanabhan
Mrs Terese Duffy
Mrs Melanie Fox-Craig

Parent Rep. 2022-2024
Mrs Ana Meyborg
Mrs Kylie Mayers
Mr Steve Ikin
Mr Livio DiCamillo
Mrs Tahlia Mugridge

DET Rep. 2021-2023
Mr Michael Cormick
Miss Sam Hayes

DET rep. 2022-2024
Miss Bec Carr
Mrs Lauren Dimopoulos

Parent members of school council and there to represent the whole school community and provide a very
important contribution in governing the school. Parents can seek out and speak to school councillors if they
want to express a view on matters under consideration. One easy way to do this is by emailing the our school
and asking to be put in touch with a school councillor.
Prep Enrolments for 2023
School tours have commenced for Prep 2023 and we have already started taking
enrolments. If anyone has a child in pre-school please encourage other families to come
along for a tour of our school, as positive ‘word of mouth’ is always the best marketing tool.
Any family with a child starting school in 2023 should come in and collect an enrolment
form, as it’s very helpful to get an idea of how many siblings we will have next year as soon
as possible. This year for the first time the Department of Education has set a common date
for Prep enrolment as Friday 12th August. We have space for no more than 3 prep classes
in 2023, so please get your enrolment in early.

Open Morning - Promotional Real Estate Boards
We are hoping to undertake some promotion of our school in 2022 to further build our profile in the local
community. If anyone has a street frontage on Ferntree Gully Road, and you would be willing to have a
promotional board up for 6-8 weeks, please let us know. Our quiet suburban location is a great advantage
most of the time, but it does mean we are very hidden away. Sometimes families are not even aware that a
primary school is located in Oakleigh East. **Breaking news**…Prep Expo for 2023 enrolment will be held on
Saturday 30th April from 10.00am – 12.00noon. More information soon.
Cyber-Safety
Every year we become increasingly aware of situations involving both our students and other young children
who are exposed to graphic content via the Internet. This is a concern Australia wide and we even have an
e-Safety Commissioner who is tasked with promoting safe use of online spaces. You might think that this kind
of thing is not going to happen to primary school kids, but unfortunately this is just not the case. It can be as
easy as just Google searching the wrong word. One thing that has come up recently is the character ‘Huggy
Wuggy’ which is found in a teen horror online game. The image is ok for some children, but distressing for
others, so we need to be careful that it does not come into our school.
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ICT Upgrades
We are thrilled to report three big improvements to our ICT resources.
1. Our Grade 3-4s have a new bank of 50 netbooks for use at school. The new Lenovo netbooks have
been welcomed by our students.
2. We had a bandwidth upgrade from 50mps to 300mps, so our Internet continues to keep pace with
the online world.
3. We are doing a second stage of upgrades of display screens for use in classrooms. This time we are
upgrading Grade 1C, 3A, 3B, 4A and 4/5C. These displays are 75” and the clarity of the display is a
significant improvement.
The display screens are being funded by parent voluntary contributions to our ICT program and are an
excellent use of this generous contribution. All our classrooms now have an excellent display board which is
an important tool for teaching and learning. The new screens will be installed over the next couple of weeks.
We would be unable to do these kinds of upgrades without the financial support of our families, and it’s a
great example of how our school uses parent contributions to provide better resources for our students.

From Miss Carr…
Community Working Bee
As communicated via Xuno last week, on Saturday 26th March from 1pm-4pm, the PFA
are holding a whole school working bee. We would love to see as many families as
possible attend, to help keep our school yard looking great. Please bring along (if you
have them) gardening gloves, gardening tools (including pruning tools, shovels,
garden material collection bags, brooms/rakes; garden weeders etc), a hat and
enthusiasm! Thanks to our PFA for getting this working bee up and running.

Year 6-7 Transition (Relevant for Year 6 families)
The State-wide year 6-7 transition process will begin in the first week of next term,
with all Grade 6 students in Victoria receiving a transition information pack. This
pack will detail the transition process, including the relevant paperwork required
to apply for secondary schools. Please keep an eye out for this very important
information early next term. In the meantime, we encourage our senior students
and their families to attend open days/night and tour Secondary Schools in the
area to become familiar with the possible schools your child may attend. If
interested, please contact your local Catholic or Independent Secondary
Schools to inquire into their enrolment process, as they differ from the shared
process of all Government Secondary Schools. Please feel free to contact me with any queries regarding
transition either through the school office, or via email: carr.rebecca.r@edumail.vic.gov.au

Coffee Morning
This morning saw our first community coffee morning for 2022. It was great to have so
many parents and staff share a ‘cuppa’ together before the school day, bringing our
community back together. Thanks so much to everyone who attended, it was great to
catch up with so many families. We look forward to another coffee morning next term.

Resilience Project Parent Webinar
Thank you to the many families who attended the
Resilience Project Parent Webinar last week. It was a
great evening, reinforcing the importance of gratitude, empathy and
mindfulness in cultivating positive mental health. For those who were
interested, but couldn’t attend, a link for the recording of the session was
sent out via Xuno for families to watch in the coming weeks.

Michael Cormick

Bec Carr

PRINCIPAL

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE ADMIN TEAM..…
Family Account Information
Thanks to the families that have paid 2022 Parent Contributions. Please ensure a completed Payment Advice
Form is sent to the office so invoices can be processed, and payments allocated correctly.
A copy of the 2022 Parent Contributions letter & payment advice form is available on our website
www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au

Student Medications
A reminder that a Medical Action Plan, completed by a doctor, must be provided for any student
medication (eg. Ventolin, Epi Pens, severe allergy medication) stored at the school office. We cannot store
or administer any medication without an Action Plan containing instructions from a doctor. This does not
include occasional antibiotics. Wherever possible, parents should request antibiotic prescriptions that can
be taken at home, ie Antibiotics that are required 3 times per day can be taken at home in the morning, on
return from school and again at bedtime. For students that do require antibiotics at school, a parent must
complete a medication authority form when handing medication into the office. It is recommended that
students with hayfever etc. take their medication at home before school. All medication must be stored
securely at the office for the safety of all students.

Absences / Late Arrivals
A reminder that all absences should be reported via Xuno. This ensures that Admin staff, who process
attendance data, including late arrivals and early exits are receiving the information in the first instance.
Teachers are notified of the absence/late arrival during this process. If you wish to pass on any further
information to teachers, please send them an additional email. If unable to report via Xuno, absences can
be advised by emailing the General Office or phoning the school and selecting “1” when prompted to leave
an absence message. Students arriving late to school must be first signed in at the office by a parent before
going to class. Parents should complete the sign in register, fill out a “Late Slip” and hand this to their child
who will proceed on their own to their classroom and give the late slip to the teacher.

Contacting The School – Check the email address you are replying to
When contacting classroom teachers, or responding to their emails via Xuno, remember to double check
the ‘To’ address. Many emails meant for classroom teachers are arriving in the Amsleigh Park PS inbox, along
with many other daily external emails. Replying to the school inbox may delay your communication being
received by the classroom teacher in a timely manner. When responding to a teacher’s email, refer to their
email address that appears within their message and copy & paste that address into the address field.
Thank you,
Karen Hogan
Business Manager
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Xuno Information for families
Amsleigh Park PS uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families, including newsletter distribution,
absence notifications, student reports, communication with your child’s teacher, messages and
reminders; and coming soon, permission forms and online payments.
Xuno is a web-based school management software package that has a website portal for use in a browser
and an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.
It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their child/ren’s school life and all
things happening at Amsleigh Park.
Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed through Xuno. Parents
can use Xuno to notify the school of any address/contact detail changes, absences, late arrivals etc.
For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from Xuno (please check
your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with information on how to create your Xuno account. Please
follow the instructions and links in the email, to create a Xuno account and password in your browser.
As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed up so they are aware
of our school information and events. Please contact the office if you require a Xuno welcome email to
be resent.
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 1 2022
Tuesday afternoon – 3:00pm – 3:45pm
Over the Counter Sales Now Available to Covid 19 Vaccinated Parents
Masks must be worn
* Email orders can also be sent for new Uniform items to the general office – credit/debit card
payments only
Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send as a PDF to
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available.
In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, together with a note that
includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size required.
A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website
www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au
Libby Jumas
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator

UNIFORM SHOP RE-OPENS ON TUES 22/03/22
As restictions are lifting, we are happy to advise that the Uniform Shop will be open to Vaccinated
parents from 3pm -3.45pm on Tuesdays from March 22, 2022. Due to current staff shortages in
Admin, card only payments can be accepted until further notice.
Orders for new uniforms can still be emailed through to the General Office. If unable to download
a copy of our uniform shop order form, either from the web page or below, please email the office
directly with your order details including your name and contact number, child’s name, grade, the
name of the uniform items, quantitiy and sizes required.
Note that the only payment method available is debit/credit card. You can either provide your card
details in your order email, or phone them through to the office. We do not store credit/debit
card details, any correspondence containing credit/debit card details is shredded immediately
after processing.
Thank you,
Admin Team
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