Term 1

DIARY DATES
2022
MARCH
Mon 28 – Fri 8 April – Whole
School swimming program
APRIL
Fri 1 – Gnomies Club
Fri 8 – Easter Raffle Draw at
3.00pm.
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From the Principal Team
Farewell Meredith
Our wonderfully caring and friendly office staff member,
Meredith Duhau, has decided to finish up at Amsleigh
Park PS after 14 years of service to our community. Many
students and parents will be familiar with her big smile
and friendly demeanour when visiting our general
office. Meredith has been a wonderful support to all in
our community having started originally as an
Integration Aide, before taking up a role in our
administration. Ever the positive person, Meredith’s
kindness, compassion and care are some of her
personal qualities that stand out. I know I speak for many when I say she will
be missed in our school, and I want to say a sincere thanks to her on behalf
of the whole school community. Meredith tells me she is looking forward to
spending more on some of her other interests such as making wonderful
scented candles and of course spending more time at home.

Fri 8 – Last Day Term 1
School will finish at 3.30pm Slime Run Fun
due to swimming.
Who would have thought that a bucket of slime and some water pistols could
Tue 26 – Term 2 Commences
Sat 30 - Prep 2023 Expo
10.00am – 12 noon

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS
@ APPS

DUE BY DATES:

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS ARE
AVAILABLE ON
OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE.

provide so much fun, but the proof was there last week on our first ever slime
run. Following on from the highly popular colour run, this event took it to a
whole new level, and the excitement for our students, parents and staff was
off the charts.
With a special visitor, Monty Monster, lots of fun inflatables, obstacles and the
slime run itself the whole course was a fantastic success. The local Fire Rescue
team also came down to support the event giving the course some added
fun. The kids gave the whole event a big thumbs up and their enjoyment was
obvious in their excitement and smiles.
I want to say many thanks to the Parents and Friends Association for running
this event, and also extend thanks to all the volunteer helpers on the day. The
support for the event at Amsleigh Park is greatly appreciated and valued.
Special thanks to the staff who also got right into the spirit of things. It does
bring great fun to the event when the staff are onboard, and I want to
highlight that our staff go well above expectations, and this is one of the things
that makes our school such a great school.
There was also some icing on this cake, as the
event also combined as a major fundraiser. As
of Friday last week the amount of money
raised after all costs are paid is over $15,000.
This is simply astounding and it’s the largest
amount of money we have raised through one
event in many years. Many thanks to the
generosity of all extended family, friends and
parents all chipping in as sponsors. The kids
have also earned lots of individual prizes, which
will be processed and delivered in due course.
The Slime run will be one of the great highlights
of 2022! And just to bring back memories of the
wonderful moment!
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Swimming Thanks
Our annual swimming program is ticking along nicely and students are doing a great job. Going to the pool
every day is a great way to build swimming skills in a short period of time, just like being on a summer holiday.
Many thanks to our volunteer helpers who are going to the pool to assist, we greatly appreciate the help.

Working Bee Success
As the old saying goes, ‘more hands make light work,’ and this was definitely the case at our working bee on
Saturday last weekend. Around 40 adults and lots of kids came along on Saturday afternoon to support the
event and powered through a huge number of tasks. After a two-year gap in working bees, our grounds
needed a lot of TLC and they are now looking so much better as a result. The garden beds around the entry
to the after-care building are looking great, and once established, the new plantings will give the area a lift.

I want to thank the organisers of this new working bee initiative, Laura Harrison and Helena Salles, who along
with the PFA have all combined to make it a huge success. Thanks to the many families who also came along
to help on the day and provided Utes, tools and lots of elbow grease. Special thanks to Kerian at the Bakers
Delight in Oakleigh Central, for also generously donating the bread for our sausage sizzle, much appreciated.
Over the long term we are hoping to continue to make a range of further improvements to our grounds, but
with such extensive grounds it’s going to take time to achieve the result we would like.

150 Years of Education in Victoria
This Year we are celebrating 150 years since the start of State Government Education in Victoria, and in Term
2 this will be the big feature of Education Week. Here’s a few facts about this significant event in the history
of State education in Victoria.
• The Education Act of 1872 was the first of its kind in the world.
• It was the first act of its kind in the Australian colonies of the time.
• Under the act, Education was free and compulsory, so the whole community would benefit.
• All children aged 6-15 years had to attend school unless they had a reasonable excuse.
• Education was secular, which meant there was no control by any church.
• In the last 150 years, a lot has changed. But public education remains a vital part of the Victorian
community.
• Victoria’s oldest school - which is still in operation today - is Bacchus Marsh Primary School. It was built
on the traditional Country of the Wada Wurrung people and opened in 1850. Europeans first arrived
on the Country of the Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung and Bunurong peoples 15 years earlier in 1835. This area
is now known as greater Melbourne.
• In 1872 483 schools were established, and this has now grown to over over 1500 Government schools.
It’s a great school system and I look forward to highlighting this further in Term 2.

School Council Executive
Our school council have now elected executive positions for 2022. Thank you very much to the following
parents who are fulfilling executive roles on our School Council.
School Council President – Ana Meyborg
School Council Vice President – Kylie Champion
School Council Treasurer – Steve Ikin
We greatly appreciate your valued contribution to our School Council, and volunteering on behalf of all
parents in our community to perform this role.
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Parking Inspectors
Just a reminder that the City of Monash will often sending parking inspectors to the area around our school
to make sure drivers are adhering to parking rules. Dropping off in a non-standing zone attracts quite a hefty
fine so please be very careful. Our School Council is currently working on a proposal to increase the amount
of Kiss and Go (2 Min) parking on State Street, which could help to ease congestion in this area. The proposal
is to have an extra four bays of Kiss and Go parking out front of the school. This parking is for quick drop off
and pick up but please keep in mind you must stay in your car or you might be fined.

The Smile Squad is Coming
The Victorian State Government has funded a FREE dental service for all government primary school children.
We will be participating in this program later in 2022.
What is Smile Squad?
Smile Squad is the Victorian Government’s school dental program. Smile Squad will offer free dental care to
all Victorian primary and secondary government school students. This initiative is led by the Department of
Health (DH) and Dental Health Services Victoria (DHSV), with input from the Department of Education and
Training (DET). Smile Squad services are provided by community dental agencies. Regular dental checks can
prevent or address dental health issues before they become serious. Many students do not see a dentist
regularly and have poor dental health.
What does Smile Squad include?
All services below will be available free of charge to all Victorian government school students. Annual oral
health examination Each school will be visited by Smile Squad who will provide a free oral health check-up
to each student.
• Services provided: examination, x-rays when required, oral health and dietary advice, coaching and
preventive interventions, including application of fluoride varnish. Follow-up treatment Free follow-up
treatment will be provided to all students who need it.
• Services provided: scale and clean, fissure sealants, root canals, restorations (fillings), extractions, and all
other treatment required. Smile squad does not include orthodontics, e.g., teeth braces.

STEM Research Survey
I sent out an invitation to families of Grade 3-6 student to participate in a special research survey investigating
trends in the study of STEM (Science – Technology-Engineering-Maths) subjects. The research is being
conducted by a PHD candidate at Monash University in conjunction with the Education and Engineering
faculties. It’s not compulsory but it is important that we participate in research projects that grow the body of
knowledge in this area. May thanks in advance to anyone who wants to take up the opportunity, please see
the email sent out for all details. If you have any trouble with the link in the email here’s one you can also
follow: Online Survey Software | Qualtrics Survey Solutions . If you have any questions, please let me know.

A word from the General Office
We have been short staffed in the office recently as staff need to Isolate at home, and we ask for your
patience and support. As luck would have it, it’s also an extremely busy time with our swimming program in
full swing. We appreciate your support.

And finally…
I was so proud to see Minju in the Ad for Ashwood High School in this week’s edition of the newsletter. It’s
wonderful to hear about the success of our students as they move through their secondary years. Minju is not
alone in her achievements, and we hear of many stories of success from our past students each year.

Michael Cormick

Bec Carr

PRINCIPAL

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE ADMIN TEAM..…
Family Account Information
Thank you to the families that have paid 2022 Parent Contributions. Please ensure a completed Payment
Advice Form is sent to the office so invoices can be processed, and payments allocated correctly.
A copy of the 2022 Parent Contributions letter & payment advice form is available on our website
www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au

Student Medications
A reminder that a Medical Action Plan, completed by a doctor, must be provided for any student
medication (eg. Ventolin, Epi Pens, severe allergy medication) stored at the school office. We cannot store
or administer any medication without an Action Plan containing instructions from a doctor. This does not
include occasional antibiotics. Wherever possible, parents should request antibiotic prescriptions that can
be taken at home, ie Antibiotics that are required 3 times per day can be taken at home in the morning, on
return from school and again at bedtime. For students that do require antibiotics at school, a parent must
complete a medication authority form when handing medication into the office. It is recommended that
students with hayfever etc. take their medication at home before school. All medication must be stored
securely at the office for the safety of all students.

Absences / Late Arrivals
A reminder that all absences should be reported via Xuno. This ensures that Admin staff, who process all
attendance data, including late arrivals and early exits are receiving the information in the first instance.
Teachers are notified of the absence/late arrival during this process. If you wish to pass on any further
information to teachers, please send them an additional email. If unable to report via Xuno, absences can
be advised by emailing the General Office or phoning the school and selecting “1” when prompted to leave
an absence message. Students arriving late to school must be first signed in at the office by a parent before
going to class. Parents should complete the sign in register, fill out a “Late Slip” and hand this to their child
who will proceed on their own to their classroom and give the late slip to the teacher.

Contacting The School – Check the email address you are replying to
When contacting classroom teachers, or responding to their emails via Xuno, remember to double check
the ‘To’ address. Many emails meant for classroom teachers are arriving in the Amsleigh Park PS inbox, along
with many other daily external emails. Replying to the school inbox may delay your communication being
received by the classroom teacher in a timely manner. When responding to a teacher’s email, refer to their
email address that appears within their message and copy & paste that address into the address field.
Thank you,
Karen Hogan
Business Manager
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 1 2022
Tuesday afternoons – 3:00pm – 3:45pm

Over the Counter Sales Now Available to Covid 19 Vaccinated Parents
Masks must be worn
* Email orders can also be sent for new Uniform items to the general office – credit/debit card
payments only
Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send as a PDF to
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available.
In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, together with a note that
includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size required.
A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website
www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au
Libby Jumas
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS
Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.
Please ensure that items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed prior to dropping
off the items.
Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.
As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on
availability of items.
We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families
experiencing financial hardship should be made to the General Office.
Thank you,

Admin Team
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