Term 3

DIARY DATES
2022
JULY
Mon 11 – Term 3 Commences
Sat 23 – PFA Trivia Night 6.30pm
Adults Only
AUGUST
Wed 8 – Curriculum Day – Student
Free Day
Tue 30 & Wed 31 – Whole School
Production @ Salesian College
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Principal Team Report
Welcome Back for Term 3
A warm welcome back to all members of the Amsleigh Park Primary School
community for Term 3. I trust that everyone enjoyed a great break away from
the rigours of school life. Our teaching and support staff were exhausted by the
end of Term 2 and this was a much needed break for them. It would have been
a similar story for many of our students and we hope they are also well rested.
Student Reports were distributed in Term 2 and a great chance to celebrate
the achievements and progress their child/ren made at school so far in 2022. I
enjoyed reading the wonderful general comments from class teachers, and I
appreciate how personalised our reports are. It is important to celebrate each
child’s progress at school, which helps to build their self-esteem and learning
confidence. This would have been supplemented and supported by the midyear conversations between teachers and parents.
In Term 3 I always talk about it as the ‘hardworking term.’ Traditionally it is during
this term that students can make increased gains in their learning and use the
improvement areas from their mid-year report to set challenging learning goals.
Having consolidated themselves in their current Grade level for 2022 our
students should start to accelerate in their learning by focusing their efforts
every day at school. Parents can support this endeavour by checking in with
their child/ren as the term progresses and reinforcing the need to really try hard
every day and persevere when challenged.

Welcome Ali

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS
ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS
@ APPS

DUE BY DATES:
Th 28/07 - Book Club Issue 5 Orders
- See Special Offer Details in this
edition of the Amsleigh Buzz

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS ARE
AVAILABLE ON
OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE

We would like to give a warm welcome to Ms Ali Wright-Smith
who started work in our Admin team this week. Ali is joining
Karen and Jackie in our Admin team and will be working in
the general office on Thursday and Friday. Having only just
started it will take Ali some time to settle in and we are
working through an induction process. We are looking
forward to Ali taking over this role. Here’s a snapshot just so
you can match a name to the face.
Well Done Sofia!
One of our Grade 6s, Sofia, recently competed in the National competition for
Artistic Swimming, placing a very creditable 6th place. Sofia won her way
through to the Nationals after placing 2nd in the State Competition. Even though
it is a National event in Australia, there are some international entrants who are
also allowed to compete.
So, what is Artistic Swimming? Artistic swimming can be
performed as a solo, duet or as a team’s event that you
might know as synchronised swimming. The competitors
perform routines that are essentially athletic movements
performed in water and choreographed to music. It is an
incredibly strenuous and skilful sport. Artistic swimmers
need strength to perform twists and lifts and can hold their
breath underwater for around a minute. They also need
rhythm and flair to synchronise and interpret the music. A
hearty congratulations to Sofia for this fantastic
achievement, you never know one day it could mean
competing at the Olympics.
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The Grade 3-4 Camp
In the last week of Term 2 our Grade 3s and 4s had a great camp at Lady Northcote in Glenmore. The weather
was kind and our students enjoyed two fun days of outdoor education challenges including the Giant Swing,
Canoeing, Archery and Bike Riding. One thing that I noticed was the way our students accepted the principle
of ‘challenge by choice’ and many of them gave things a go, even if they were feeling nervous. The giant
swing was one such activity and I was proud to see the way they tackled this challenge. I was sometimes
surprised by the children who chose to go all the way to the top (21m) as not always the young persons you
might expect. The proud smiles are truly priceless, and it is
these moments that help to build a depth of resilience and
courage. They even convinced me to have a go and whilst I
had done it before it took a couple of deep breaths to
prepare myself. Being on camp is a great opportunity to build
self-confidence
and
self-reliance
in
a
supportive
environment.
Having a great camping program is a big plus for our school
and we are indebted to the staff and parents who help out.
The 3-4 team was Mr Arundale, Miss Hayes, Miss Colacitti, Ms
Brown, Miss Vella and Mr Cormick, with great support from
parents, Michael Meyborg and Sonya Moreland. Sincere
thanks to this great team who all worked hard to make it a
safe, enjoyable and memorable experience for our students.
COVID-19 Safety Planning
In the first few days of term, we have already had 5 students test positive to COVID 19. Given that most were
at school during the infectious period it is highly likely that it will have spread to others. It is very challenging as
children will initially have no symptoms even when they may be infectious. We are notifying our community
via email of these cases in various years levels to keep families informed. With what we are hearing in the
media it is fast becoming a time to increase our vigilance and care so that we can minimise the chance of
large spreading events.
Rapid Tests will continue to be distributed to our community and if you run out, please come to our office and
we can provide more. If a child tests positive they need to isolate for 7 days as normal. Please notify our
general office of when they got a positive test result so we can mark our attendance roll accurately. Any
siblings who test negatively can still attend school providing they have no symptoms and have a negative
rapid test each morning before coming to school. They must also wear a mask when they are indoors at
school.
Whilst mask wearing mandates seem to be a thing of the past, the focus is now on taking personal
responsibility. To that end I am strongly encouraging staff to wear masks when in class and I would also include
students to do the same, especially if others are testing positive in the same class. We will support any student
who wants to wear a mask. I believe this is in the spirit of taking personal responsibility and it could just save
them from catching COVID and then spreading it to their family.
I think it would be fair to say we might be in for a challenging time over Term 3 as the current 3 rd wave of
COVID spreads. As always, we appreciate the care and support of our whole school community and will do
everything possible to protect the wellbeing of our students.

What are we Building?
Returning from the school holidays our students noticed quickly that a large building site had been established
on our basketball courts surrounded by temporary fencing. There were lots of questions with everyone
wondering what was happening. I am very
pleased to report that the answer is very exciting
and that after some years in the planning we are
finally
getting
our
outdoor
covered
basketball/netball court underway. Known as a
COLA (Covered Outdoor Learning Area) this
structure will provide a large, sheltered area in our
school yard. This idea was first proposed about 3
years ago but of course with numerous delays it has
taken some time to get it to this point. This new
structure will take shape over the next couple of
weeks and the whole project, with luck, should be
completed by the end of term which includes new
artificial basketball-netball courts. The picture to
the right will give you an idea of how ours will look.
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The school production
There is a lot to look forward to across Term 3 with our annual School Production high on our list of exciting
learning opportunities. We are very much looking forward to having this event, which has not be held for the
past couple of years. The production will be performed on Tuesday 30 and Wednesday 31 August at Salesian
College, so please save those dates. Children will do two performances of the show.
All classes will once again participate in the production through a dancing/singing performance. Costumes,
lights and a vibrant soundtrack will also be part of the fun. We run a very tight production
schedule so that this event does not interfere with other learning programs. Students start
learning songs in Week 4 and progress from there. In due course we will be looking for
volunteers to assist with the production, as it is a whole community event. We really
appreciate all the help and support we can get especially with costumes and sets. One of
the areas I manage is the parking and traffic management on the nights and I am looking
for volunteers to assist with this. Please let me know if you can help.
For those families who have never had the experience of an Amsleigh Production, it is a fantastic event, and
the performances are a very special moment for all. Each family can purchase up to 4 tickets in the first
offering of ticket sales. More information will be distributed as we get closer to the date.
VSSS- Victorian State School Spectacular 2022
Our budding singers who are taking part in the Victorian State School Spectacular are looking forward to their
first Mass Choir Rehearsal at Melbourne Town Hall on Wednesday 20 th July. This is an all-day rehearsal with
many schools from around the state - and is a wonderful learning opportunity for our students. This State
Schools Spectacular for 2022 will be televised,
with many talented students from across the
state performing on Saturday 10th September.
Tickets are now on sale for any families who are
eager to see the amazing performance. Tickets
are available through Ticketek:
www.ticketek.com.au/spectacular or 132 849.

200 Nights of Reading
At the start of this year we set a goal for all Amsleigh Park students to reach at least 200 Reading nights for
2022. The idea behind setting this annual goal is to really highlight the importance of completing reading
practice at home. There is no doubt that children who read regularly improve their literacy skills, including
reading, spelling, and writing. Reading regularly also builds up each student’s vocabulary which is a vital
component of Literacy. Children who do not read regularly miss this important learning and it should not be
underestimated. Please see some further information about the benefits of reading later in this edition of the
Buzz.
In the early years of schooling parents will normally have to support and assist their child with this reading
practice, however as their fluency increases many children are able to read independently. As a rule a fluent
reader (Grade 2-4) should be able to read for at least 15 to 20 minutes without losing concentration. Older
students (Grade 5 – 6) should be able to build up their reading stamina around 25 to 30 minutes.
We have been very pleased to see how many of our students have taken up this challenge and it is our
hope that the vast majority of children all read for a minimum of 200 nights this year. It’s very pleasing to see
that some of our students have already completed 150 reading nights. Anyone who completes 300 reading
nights should come and see me for a special acknowledgement.

New Shade Sails Coming Soon
It’s a busy time for facilities improvements and during the holidays the posts were installed for a new shade
sail over the mandala in our inclusion garden. When the warmer weather comes later in the year we will have
created new large areas of shade for children to use. We are also working on a covered walkway between
our main building and the Thelma Bailey Centre which will be constructed during the January school holidays.

Staying in Touch
Each week we do yard duty before and/or after school and this is a time I really enjoy, as I get to touch base
informally with parents and students. Often, we are approached for a quick question, and we welcome these
moments, as it’s great to stay in touch. If you see us around the school, please come and say hello.
Until next time,

Michael Cormick

Bec Carr

PRINCIPAL

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE ADMIN TEAM..…
2022 Parent Contributions - Family Account Information
Thank you to the families that have paid 2022 Parent Contributions. Please ensure a completed Payment
Advice Form is sent to the office so invoices can be processed, and payments allocated correctly.
A copy of the 2022 Parent Contributions letter & payment advice form is available on our website
www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au

Student Medications
A reminder that a Medical Action Plan, completed by a doctor, must be provided for any student
medication (eg. Ventolin, Epi Pens, severe allergy medication) stored at the school office. We cannot store
or administer any medication without an Action Plan containing instructions from a doctor. This does not
include occasional antibiotics. Wherever possible, parents should request antibiotic prescriptions that can
be taken at home, ie Antibiotics that are required 3 times per day can be taken at home in the morning, on
return from school and again at bedtime. For students that do require antibiotics at school, a parent must
complete a medication authority form when handing medication into the office. All medication must be
stored securely at the office for the safety of all students.
It is recommended that students with hayfever etc. take their medication at home before school.

Absences / Late Arrivals
A reminder that all absences should be reported via Xuno. This ensures that Admin staff, who process all
attendance data, including late arrivals and early exits are receiving the information in the first instance.
Teachers are notified of the absence/late arrival during this process. If you wish to pass on any further
information to teachers, please send them an additional email. If unable to report via Xuno, absences can
be advised by emailing the General Office or phoning the school and selecting “1” when prompted to leave
an absence message. Students arriving late to school must be first signed in at the office by a parent before
going to class. Parents should complete the sign in register, fill out a “Late Slip” and hand this to their child
who will proceed on their own to their classroom and give the late slip to the teacher.

Contacting The School – Check the email address you are replying to
When contacting classroom teachers, or responding to their emails via Xuno, remember to double check
the ‘To’ address. Many emails meant for classroom teachers are arriving in the Amsleigh Park PS inbox, along
with many other daily external emails. Replying to the school inbox may delay your communication being
received by the classroom teacher in a timely manner. When responding to a teacher’s email, refer to their
email address that appears within their message and copy & paste that address into the address field.

From the Library
Thank you to the families that have kindly donated good quality books to our Library. At present we have a
huge backlog of books to process and request that, until further notice, we will unfortunately not be able to
accept any further donations. If you do have any books to donate, please contact local kinders/preschools,
or Op Shops to check if they would like to receive them. Thank you.
Karen Hogan
Business Manager
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Xuno Information for families
Amsleigh Park PS uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families,
including newsletter distribution, absence notifications, student reports,
communication with your child’s teacher, messages and reminders; and coming
soon, permission forms and online payments.
Xuno is a web-based school management software that has a website portal for
use in a browser and an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.
It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their
child/ren’s school life and all things happening at Amsleigh Park.
Parents can also check and update their family details including emergency
contacts. It is critical that we have up to date contact details for all
students, so please check your details carefully and update if necessary.
Parents should use Xuno to notify the school of any absences, late arrivals etc.
Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed
through Xuno.
For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from
Xuno (please check your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with
information on how to create your Xuno account. Please follow the instructions
and links in the email, to create a Xuno account and password in your browser.
As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed
up so they are aware of our school information and events. Please contact the
office if you require a Xuno welcome email to be resent.
Thank you
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 3 2022
Tuesday afternoons 3:00pm – 3:45pm

Over the Counter Sales Now Available - Masks strongly
encouraged
Pay by Credit/Debit Card at the General Office prior to collecting items from the
uniform shop
* Orders for new Uniform items can be emailed/dropped off to the general office
Payment by credit/debit card only
Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send as a
PDF to amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available.
In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact,
together with a note that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size
required.
A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website
www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au
Libby Jumas
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS
Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.
Please ensure that items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed prior to dropping
off the items.
Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.
As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on
availability of items.
We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families
experiencing financial hardship should be made to the General Office.
Thank you,
Admin Team

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ

