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DIARY DATES 
 

DECEMBER  2023 
 

Tue 5 – Grade 6 Luna Park 

 

Wed 6 – Prep 2024 Transition 

Session 4  9:15am-10:30am 

 

Thu 7 – Grade 6 Graduation 

 

Fri 8 – Junior Cross Country 

 

Mon 11-15 – Grade 4-5 Bike Ed 

 

Tues 12 – Whole School 

Transition 

 

Fri 15 – Final Assembly 2023 

 

Mon 18 – Christmas Carols 

 

Wed 20 – Last Day of Term 4 

Early Finish @ 1.3pm 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 

ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS   

@ APPS 

Principal Team Report 
Congratulations Mrs Kwong! 

We are thrilled to announce the arrival of a baby girl 

for Mrs Kwong. Neve was welcomed to the World on 

Sat 25th November. It’s a wonderful moment for Mrs 

Kwong and her husband, Nate, and on behalf of 

everyone is our community we offer them our heartful 

congratulations.  

Mrs Kwong did a WebEx session with her Grade 2s this 

week and they were all super excited by the news.  

Farewell to Mr Embury  
At the end of 2023 we will say farewell to Mr Embury who 

will be finishing up at Amsleigh Park PS. In the coming year 

Mr Embury is excited to be following his passion for 

basketball coaching and devoting more time to this 

interest whilst also undertaking some casual relief 

teaching. Mr Embury has been a hard-working member 

of the Senior School team for the past two years, 

teaching Grade 6. During this time, he has contributed to 

many school activities and events bringing a sense of fun 

and energy into his work. On behalf of everyone at Amsleigh Park PS I want 

to sincerely thanks Mr Embury for his commitment to Amsleigh Park.  Good 

luck with the coaching and we will see you at APPS as a relief teacher.  

New Staff 2024 
We are looking forward to welcoming Miss Fiona MacNally 

in 2024 who will be joining our teaching staff. Miss MacNally 

is currently teaching at Aspendale Primary School and is 

delighted to have secured a role at Amsleigh Park, which 

is much closer to home.  We look forward to her joining us 

on Tuesday 12th December to meet her new class for 2024 

and spend some time getting to know them.  

We will also be welcoming Mrs Nuala 

Martin who is joining our Tutor learning 

team from 2024. Mrs Martin is a familiar face at Amsleigh 

Park having worked at our school as a relief teacher over 

the past few years. Mrs Martin has been in a tutor for the 

past couple of years at Carrum P.S. so she also brings 

valuable experience to this team.   

Starting in Term 2 we will also be hosting a German 

Language Assistant for 2 days per week. Mr Josef Chehouri 

was selected through the International Education Division at DET and is 

currently studying to be a teacher in Germany. This is a unique and highly 

valuable opportunity for our staff and students to work with a native German 

speaker.  

Final Assembly for 2023  
We will be having our final assembly for 2023 on Friday 15th December at 

9.00am. This will be a big assembly as we present Grade 6 awards, announce 

student leaders for 2024 and say farewell to staff. Parents and carers are most 

welcome to come along for this event.  
 

 

DUE BEFORE DATES: 
 

Tuesday 28th Nov- Grade 6 Luna 

Park 

 

Thursday 30th Nov – Grade 6  

Graduation 

 

Fri 1 Dec –G5-6 2024 Camp 

Deposit 

 

Book Club Issue 8 Orders 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE. 



 

 

 

 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 
 

 

Parent Voluntary Contributions  
When the information went out regarding parent voluntary contributions for 2024 there was a letter attached 

with information about why we ask for these payments. I have received some feedback that the link is down 

the bottom of the XUNO email, and it might not be obvious, so we have included the letter in this edition of 

the Buzz.  

It would be fair to say that in recent years parent voluntary contributions have not been as strong as they 

were previously. Previously,  more than 90% of families contributed so that we can provide our students with 

a higher standard of education. This has now fallen to about 55-60% and as a result we are not able to provide 

what we could previously. Parental contributions are a direct investment in your child’s education and the 

amount requested is modest. Please take the time to read and consider the attached letter to get an idea 

of why we request this contribution and how we can use the funds. We need your ongoing help and support 

including a financial contribution to maintain the standards we all aspire to. 

In saying this there is support for families who might be in a difficult financial position and if this is the case 

please contact our Business Manager, Karen Hogan.    

 

 

Class Structure finalised for 2024 

We are pleased to offer another excellent class structure for 2024. 

The class structure is as follows: 

Prep x 3 

Grade 1 x 2 

Grade 2 x 3 

Grade 3 x 2 

Grade 4 x 2 

Grade 5 x 1 

Grade 5/6 x 1 

Grade 6 x 1 

We will be placing students in classes over the next couple of weeks in preparation for our Class Orientation 

on Tuesday 12th December. Our classes are finely tuned to balance out many factors including size, gender, 

academic ability, behaviour, participation, friendship and needs. We look for effective working relationships 

above friendship to ensure that learning is not hampered by distractions, but all students are guaranteed to 

have a person from their preference list. 

 

 

Specialist Programs for 2024 
We are pleased to say that our fantastic specialist program will be increased in 2024 and we will have 5 

programs for the whole school year. This is due to the government providing further time for teachers to 

undertake planning so it’s a win-win for everyone as we can now broaden out the scope of our STEM program 

to incorporate more Information and Communications Technology. Our specialist programs in 2024 are: Visual 

Art, Physical Education, Performing Arts, German Language and Science-Technology-Engineering and Maths 

(STEM). All students from Foundation to Grade 6 do a session in each specialist each week.  

 

 

The Tutor Learning Initiative 
The State Government has once again funded the Tutor Learning Initiative for 2024. This great 

program has been going since 2021 and has enabled schools across Victoria to provide 

targeted learning support for children who are not progressing as expected in a learning area. 

At Amsleigh Park, we have had more than 50 students receive support through this program 

in 2023, and it makes a great difference in their learning. Students who participate in the TLI 

are generally about 6-12 months behind in a certain area of learning. For example, it might be 

that they are progressing well in English but need extra support in Mathematics. In this instance they would 

receive 2-3 sessions of small group-targeted learning support with one of our tutors for about 1-2 terms 

depending on how students’ progress.  
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From Miss Carr… 
Prep transition 

This week saw our third Foundation transition 

session. It was great to welcome along our 

newest students again this week, where they 

had a classroom session. It was fantastic to start 

to get to know the students further, as well as their 

families. We look forward to having them again 

each week for the rest of the year. Well done 

2024 Foundation Students on a great start at 

Amsleigh Park! 

Coffee Van Morning  

Next Friday 8th December, we’re having a parent and carer coffee morning! Come 

and join us for a cuppa before school this Friday morning from 8:15am. Remember to 

BYO reusable cup for a 50c discount from the coffee van. This will be followed by the 

P-2 Junior Cross Country, if you’re interested in staying to watch. 

Colour Run 

The good just news keeps coming from this year’s ‘Colour Run’, and I am 

very pleased to announce that the event raised just over $13,000.00. 

Given the event was also lots of fun; this is a great bonus for the school. 

Prizes earned by students are on order and we hope to receive them 

shortly. Once again, huge thanks to the PFA, parent helpers, and also to 

the Oakleigh MFB for the added fun of the Fire Truck. Thanks to everyone 

involved, this was a most successful event. 😊 
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Grade 6 Graduation 

 
Our Grade 6s will be greatly looking forward to their Graduation Ceremony which will be held at school on 

Thursday 8th December.  

 

And finally…  

Please note the following dates for your diary for the start of 2024.  

 

Monday 29th January 2024- Staff Resume for 2024 – preparation and planning day – student free day.  

Tuesday 30th January 2024 – All students start school for 2023, including Foundation.  

Wednesday 31st Jan, 7th Feb, 14th Feb, 21st Feb, 28th Feb – Prep Rest Days 2024 

Thursday 28th March 2024 – End of Term 1 

We are already starting to prepare for the 2024 school year, as we are already past the half-way point of 

Term 4.   

 

Until Next time… 

 

Michael Cormick   Bec Carr  

PRINCIPAL    ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 

 

 

In the Land of Giants 

 

We had a visit from some members of the Southeast Melbourne Phoenix Basketball Club. The don’t look so 

tall on the court by in real life, well see for yourself. Don’t forget the short guys are about 185cm. The taller of 

the players is about 200cm or about 6’9” in the old lingo! They answered lots of questions and showed off 

some of their skills. Go Phoenix! 
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 

 
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 

 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 4 2023   
 Tuesday afternoons 3:00pm – 3:45pm  

 
Pay by Credit/Debit Card at the Uniform Shop  

 
Orders for new Uniform items can be emailed to the general office if unable to attend in person on Tuesday 

afternoons. – credit/debit card  payments only 
  

Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send as a PDF to 
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 
 

In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, together with the original 
packing slip that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size required. 

 
A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 
 
Libby Jumas 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator 
                   

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS & LOST PROPERTY 
 

 

Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.  

Please ensure that items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed prior to dropping off the 

items.   Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.   

We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families experiencing 

financial hardship should be made at the General Office. 

 

As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on availability of 

items. Stock of second hand items is currently very low, if you have any items that you are happy to 

donate back to the school, please drop them into the general office. Thank you 

 

LOST PROPERTY – Sadly, there are many items in our lost property area in the canteen foyer. Named items 

are returned to class rooms by our wonderful volunteer helpers. Un-named items will be disposed of at the 

end of each term if not collected. Please ensure all of your childs belongings are clearly named and you 

regularly check the Lost Property area if you are missing any items.  

 

 

Thank you, 

 

Admin Team 
 
 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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Information for families 
 

 

Amsleigh Park uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families, including 

newsletter distribution, absence notifications, student reports, communication with 

your child’s teacher, messages and reminders, event approvals and online payments.  

Xuno is a web-based school management program that has a website portal for use in a 

browser and an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.  

It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their child/ren’s 

school life and all things happening at Amsleigh Park.  

Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed through 

Xuno.  

Parents can use Xuno to notify the school of any address/contact detail changes, 

absences, late arrivals, upcoming family holidays etc. 

For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from Xuno 

(please check your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with information on how to 

create your Xuno account. Please follow the instructions and links in the email, to create 

a Xuno account and password in your browser.   

As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed up 

so they are aware of school information and events and can easily inform the school 

of their child’s absences and contact detail changes. 

Please contact the office if you require a Xuno welcome email to be resent. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Amsleigh Admin Team 
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