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DIARY DATES 
 

FEBRUARY 2024 
Wed 21, 28 – Foundation Rest 

days 

 

Tue 20 Foundation Family Fiesta 

5-6pm 

 

Fri 23 Interschool Sports Round 2 

 

Fri 23 Whole School Surprise 

Event 

 

Mon 26 School Photos 

 

Thu 29 -G3-4 CERES Excursion 

 
MARCH 2024 

 

Tue 5 – CURRICULUM DAY 
(Student Free Day) 
 

Fri 8 Interschool Sports Round 3 

 

Mon 11 – LABOUR DAY 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 

Fri 15 Summer Gala Day 

 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 

ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS   

@ APPS 

 

Principal Team Report 
Storm Update 
After a few busy days, it’s pleasing to note that school life is back to normal, 

and we are moving forward from the big storm event. There’s some clean up 

work to do but the impacted areas around the school have been made safe 

or roped off. Teachers and students have been given clear instructions about 

out of bounds areas. 

The large gum tree near the pathway has been brought to ground level by 

the arborists and they will be back later to chip the branches. The area 

remains roped off to keep students away from the many large branches and 

broken trunk, but it is otherwise safe. Trees that suffered damage will be 

inspected by a specialist arborist early next week to identify any trees and/or 

branches that pose a risk.   

The 3-6 playground will remain closed for now until we can get the damaged 

poles removed. The playground itself was not damaged so we will hope to 

get this area reopened soon. The shade structure will be assessed so we can 

also work out the next step. Fortunately, damage to our buildings was minor 

and everything is back in good order for our classes.   

Overall, we are all very relieved that students, staff and parents are safe. It’s 

natural to feel curious about this storm event, and how it occurred. 

Thunderstorms are common in Melbourne, but I can’t remember one this 

serious before. After a bit of googling and some research I can now 

understand how this event happened and why some locations are worse 

impacted than others. It’s an interesting science but I hope this is a genuine 1 

in 50-year storm.  

District Swimming Sports 
We are pleased to report that our students did 

well in the district swimming sports this week 

and we are proud of the ten students who 

represented APPS. Thanks to Miss Hayes who 

was at the pool by 6.15am on behalf of our 

school, it’s very much appreciated. A number 

of students have progressed onto the Divisional 

Swimming sports so congratulations and good 

luck! 

School Awards 
Each week our classroom teachers select one student to receive a student 

excellence award based on our school values, respect, integrity, resilience, 

inclusion and motivation. These awards are designed to encourage our 

students to aspire to meeting our values, rewarding and encouraging high 

level behaviours and mindsets. During the course of the year we aim that  

every child will be recognised with a school award. Parents are notified if their 

child is receiving an award if they would like to attend our Friday afternoon 

assembly to watch.   

Curriculum Day 
We want to remind everyone that on Tuesday 5th March we will have a 

curriculum day at APPS. There is no school on this day. There will be all-day 

care with Youth leadership Victoria, please contact them for bookings.  

 

 

DUE BEFORE DATES: 
 

 

Mon 11 Mar  – G5-6 2024 Camp 

Balance Due 
 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE 
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Principal Team changes for 2024 

I would like to let everyone know that I will be working a nine-day fortnight in 2024 as part of a special pilot 

program for Principals. This pilot is a new initiative that enables principal class to have more flexible working 

options. It’s a very positive initiative, and whilst it is only a pilot for 2024, it is an option that exists in many other 

professions.  

One of other positive advantages of this pilot is giving other staff the opportunity to work in senior leadership 

roles. As an experienced leader, Miss Carr will take on the role of Acting Principal every 2nd Friday. I know Miss 

Carr will enjoy this opportunity and is ideally placed to undertake this role. As a result, we have been able to 

offer a role of Acting Assistant Principal and I’m pleased to say that Miss Trish Jones has been selected to 

undertake this role. Miss Jones is highly experienced in student wellbeing and inclusion, which are two key 

roles for the Assistant Principal. I know the school will be in good hands and the fact I’m not at school every 

2nd Friday will not change much for the operation of our school.  

Just for the record this is not the start of an early retirement plan for me, but the opportunity presented itself 

for 2024 and I thought I would give it try. As a participant I will be required to report on my experience and 

what it might mean for the future work of principals. Having this option could extend the career of some 

principals of retirement age who would love to keep working but do not want to work full time. Whilst I’m not 

quite at retirement age myself, it will be interesting to see if the extra time off every 2nd week has an impact 

on the stressors that often accompany the work of the principal class.  

We are fortunate at APPS that we have quality leaders who can easily step into these roles and I am grateful 

to Miss Carr and Miss Jones for supporting me as I undertake this opportunity.  

School Library 
Our Librarian Martin reopened our school Library this week and he reports that many students 

enjoyed the opportunity for a lunchtime visit. Doing some quiet reading or playing a board game 

with a friend were popular choices. At this stage the library is open for Foundation to Grade 2 on 

Mondays and Grade 3-6 on Wednesdays.  

XUNO  
Thank-you to families who are subscribed and regular users of XUNO. This online tool/App is our main option 

for communicating with our school families. Most messages go out via XUNO mail and therefore will be sent 

to the email accounts of all subscribers. In many instances this means that a family might receive the email 

to both parent’s email account. It is very important that the email account is active and checked regularly. 

Please note that we will not send urgent messages via XUNO, and we will always contact parents via phone 

in this instance. 

Information regarding excursions and events is also available via XUNO and  includes payment and electronic 

permission/approval. The permission/approval is a two-step process that includes a special SMS code. These 

events can be accessed from the XUNO dashboard, and it is a relatively easy process to complete. You will 

still have the option to pay with unallocated receipts, CSEF or credit notes from your family account, please 

contact the general office for assistance with processing these payment types.  

School Promotion 
Each year we conduct a range of promotional activities so that prospective families find out about our school. 

Being hidden away in Oakleigh East is great, but it also means that some families do not even know we are 

here, even after we have placed materials at all local pre-schools and childcare centres. One thing we do 

know is that ‘word of mouth’ is one of the best forms of promotion, and a positive word often brings families 

along for a look. If anyone asks, encourage them to come along for a tour, and they can see all the great 

things that are happening. If you are still involved in local pre-schools or childcare, please encourage other 

local families to visit Amsleigh Park for a tour.   
CCTV  
I want to inform our community, as a courtesy, that we have CCTV cameras all around 

Amsleigh Park PS. The purpose of these cameras is to provide security for our school 

campus out of school hours. CCTV is a very effective deterrent and helps us to ensure we 

are not subject to vandalism. The footage is kept for a period of two weeks and is only 

accessed if there is an issue. 

School Photo Day 
We have school photos on Monday 26th February so please keep this date in the dairy or on the family 

calendar. Order information, with individual student online order codes, has been sent out to families with 

instructions of how to order online with SchoolPix. 
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From Miss Carr… 

School Picnic 

A huge thank you to all parents, staff and students for a successful whole school picnic last 

week. We were lucky with a beautiful day for us to enjoy our local park. It was lovely to see 

the Grade 6 buddies with their Foundation buddies, sharing a picnic lunch and getting to 

know one another through play. Thanks to all families who came along and made it a real 

community event.  

Year 6-7 Transition (Relevant for Year 6 families) 
The State-wide year 6-7 transition process will begin in the first 

week of next term, with all Grade 6 students in Victoria receiving a transition 

information pack. This pack will detail the transition process, including the relevant 

paperwork required to apply for secondary schools. Please keep an eye out for this 

very important information early next term. In the meantime, we encourage our 

senior students and their families to attend open days/night and tour Secondary 

Schools in the area to become familiar with the possible schools your child may 

attend. If interested, please contact your local Catholic or Independent 

Secondary Schools to inquire into their enrolment process, as they differ from the 

shared process of all Government Secondary Schools. Please feel free to contact me with any queries 

regarding transition either through the school office, or via email: rebecca.carr@education.vic.gov.au  

Staff Professional Learning 
We’re pleased to share the focus of our upcoming curriculum day of staff 

professional learning with our community. On Tuesday 5th March, staff will be 

working with Dr Ange Rogers on building their capacity in the teaching of 

mathematics.  

Dr Ange Rogers is an experienced primary school teacher and Numeracy 

Leader. She is the editor of the Mathematical Association of Victoria’s teacher 

journal- Prime Number. Ange is a passionate presenter who regularly facilitates 

Professional Development and provides strategic guidance for schools and 

education systems across Australia. In 2014 she completed her PhD in 

Mathematics Education focusing on assessment and place value. She currently 

lectures to pre-service teachers at RMIT University and mentors teachers and 

leaders through her Numeracy Teachers Academy. Ange is passionate about helping students experience 

success and develop a love of mathematics.  

We look forward to sharing more about this work with our community as the year progresses. 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support ~ SWPBS 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) is implemented at Amsleigh 

Park to improve the learning and wellbeing of all students. SWPBS is a whole 

school approach for creating a positive, safe and supportive school climate 

in which students can learn and develop.  

All staff are responsible for teaching the behaviour expectations, providing 

consistent positive feedback to students, and delivering consistent corrective 

feedback. The entire school, including the learning areas, walkways, toilets and playgrounds are all 

considered part of the total learning environment. 

We have included the behaviour matrix below, for new parents to become familiar with. You will see that the 

matrix is based on our school values, with a breakdown of how people can show that value in different 

settings. Our students have been demonstrating many of the expected behaviours and have been 

acknowledged for their great choices in these areas.  

We look forward to celebrating our next school SWPBS reward very soon! Stay tuned! 

Until Next Time,   

 

 

Michael Cormick   Bec Carr 

Principal     Assistant Principal  

mailto:rebecca.carr@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

 

 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 

APPS UNIFORM SHOP 

 
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 

 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 1 2024  
Tuesday afternoons 3:00pm – 3:45pm   

 

Pay by Credit/Debit Card at the Uniform Shop  
 

Orders for new Uniform items can be emailed to the general office if unable to attend in 
person on Tuesday afternoons. – credit/debit card  payments only 

  
Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and 

send as a PDF to amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    
 

Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 
 
In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, together with 
the original packing slip that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size required. 

 
A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website 

www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 
 
Libby Jumas 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator 
                   

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS & LOST PROPERTY 
 

 

Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.  

Please ensure that items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed prior to dropping off the 

items.   Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.   

We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families experiencing 

financial hardship should be made at the General Office. 

 

As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on availability of 

items. Stock of second hand items is currently low, if you have any items that you are happy to donate 

back to the school, please drop them into the general office. Thank you 

 

LOST PROPERTY – Sadly, there are many items in our lost property area in the canteen foyer. Named items 

are returned to class rooms by our wonderful volunteer helpers. Un-named items will be disposed of at the 

end of each term if not collected. Please ensure all of your childs belongings are clearly named and you 

regularly check the Lost Property area if you are missing any items.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Admin Team 
 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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Information for families 
 

 

Amsleigh Park uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families, including 

newsletter distribution, absence notifications, student reports, communication with 

your child’s teacher, messages and reminders, event approvals and online payments.  

Xuno is a web-based school management program that has a website portal for use in a 

browser and an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.  

It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their child/ren’s 

school life and all things happening at Amsleigh Park.  

Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed through 

Xuno.  

Parents can use Xuno to notify the school of any address/contact detail changes, 

absences, late arrivals, upcoming family holidays etc. 

For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from Xuno 

(please check your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with information on how to 

create your Xuno account. Please follow the instructions and links in the email to create 

a Xuno account and password.   

As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed up 

so they are aware of school information and events and can easily inform the school 

of their child’s absences and contact detail changes. 

Please contact the office if you require a Xuno welcome email to be resent or a password 

reset. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Amsleigh Admin Team 
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