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DIARY DATES 
 

MARCH 2024 

 
Fri 1 Interschool Sports Round 2 

 

Tue 5 – CURRICULUM DAY 
(Student Free Day) 

 

Wed 6 – Family Sports Night 

 

Fri 8 Interschool Sports Round 3 

 

Mon 11 – LABOUR DAY 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

 

Fri 15 5/6 Summer Gala Day 

 
Mon 18 – Thur 28  

Whole School Swimming  

 
Mon 25 - Wed 27 

Grade 5-6 Camp 

 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 

ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS   

@ APPS 

 

Principal Team Report 
Vale Mel Lyons 
We are deeply saddened with the passing of Mrs Mel Lyons, mother of 

Cooper, Tyler and Brody Lyons. Along with her husband, Tony, Mel was a 

dedicated supporter of Amsleigh Park PS over many years. Mel was generous 

in her support for school events and was a regular volunteer on excursions, 

sports days and community functions. As a member of the Parents and Friends 

Association Mel also contributed to numerous PFA events and initiatives, 

putting her exceptional organisational skills to good use. Mel was much loved 

in our school community and the funeral service 

was attended by many Amsleigh families who 

had the good fortune to call her a friend. We offer 

our deepest condolences to the Lyons Family.  
Our Parents and Friends Assoc have organised for 

the following community support and if anyone 

would like to help, this is one option for you from 

our PFA.  

In honour of Mel, and also in response to the great outpouring of love for 

her husband Tony and her 3 boys, many people have asked how they can 

help.  The PFA have set up a Group Together page for the Lyons 

family.  On this page you can write in a virtual card to the family, make a 

donation towards a fund for them, or both.  All of this is purely voluntary 

but it does enable  people to show their love and support for the Lyons 

during this devastating time.  If you would like to sign the card, make a 

donation or both, please follow the link below.  We will keep this fund open 

until 9th March and we know that Tony will be very humbled but very 

grateful for any donations made. 

https://app.grouptogether.com/TheLyonsFamily 

Some families might recall the special donation 

Cooper Lyons made in March 2023 when he grew a 

long ponytail in support of his mum. After cutting it off 

at school assembly Cooper’s donated his hair to 

provide wigs for people undertaking chemotherapy. 

This achievement was mentioned in Federal 

parliament recently by our local member, Clare 

O’Neil, who was honouring student leaders in the 

Hotham electorate. I was very proud to hear his 

contribution was honoured in this way and is now 

recorded in the official records of the Federal 

government of Australia in the Hansard.  

Family Sports Night  
Next Wednesday 6th March is our Family Sports Night for 2024. We rotate the 

twilight sports night with a bush dance every second year. We would love to 

see everyone come along for a get together and catch up with other 

members of our school community.  

Curriculum Day 
Don’t forget that Tuesday 5th March is a curriculum day. Our staff are working 

with Mathematics teaching consultant, Dr Ange Rogers, as we seek to 

undertake professional learning in evidenced based teaching. All day care is 

available with Youth Leadership Victoria (YLV).  

 

DUE BEFORE DATES: 
 

 

Mon 11 Mar  – G5-6 2024 Camp 

Balance Due 
 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.grouptogether.com%2FTheLyonsFamily&data=05%7C02%7CMichael.Cormick%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3e79da87d0364ab86bef08dc32cbcd2f%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638441098584625960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9oYHxbZT%2BdwSREygET3BIFc1L9Lzt2%2BopQd5hFyJy2c%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 
Kaboom Kids 
Last Friday we had a wonderful surprise for our students with a visit from Kaboom Kids for a fun sports event. 

The event was organised as a reward for our students who have been earning tokens by showing our school 

values in class. As they save up their tokens, they get a choice of 3 activities they want to support and place 

their tokens in the box. When the box is full the reward is earned and provided to students. It’s all part of what 

we know as school wide positive behaviour support, through which we support our students to develop 

positive behaviours at school.   This event was paid for by a grant for wellbeing we received from the Federal 

government.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extreme Weather Events 
We have reviewed the actions that happened during the recent extreme weather event that happened at 

Amsleigh Park. Whilst this is an unprecedented situation, it does help to reflect on what actions were taken 

and if there is anything we can learn from this experience. Some reflections: 

- In the case of extreme weather students will not be dismissed until it is safe to do so. This could mean students 

remain indoors after the dismissal bell. (Fortunately, our staff did this anyway.) 

- If any parents or carers find themselves in our school yard during an event such as his then you should find 

shelter indoors.  The foyer of the Thelma Bailey Centre, Library Foyer, General Office and JLC corridors are all 

places that parents and carers can shelter in place. You do not need to ask permission to shelter in an 

emergency.  

- Do not shelter under trees in high winds or rain. We have several covered outdoor spaces such as the Sports 

Pavilion and covered walkway where you can seek shelter. 

It might reassure you to know that we do regularly check the weather reports and have the Vic Emergency 

App set for notifications. We take a conservative approach to the weather, and we normally bring students 

indoors on days of extreme heat or wind. 

 

Storm Damage Work 
We have been working with various contractors to fix up the damage from the storm. The largest part of this 

work has been our trees and I am pleased to report that this has been completed. All areas have undergone 

what we know as a ‘make safe’ so you will notice there are still a few areas cordoned off. We are currently 

working on the 3-6 playground, but getting a new shade sail will take some time. The playground is due to be 

reopened now that the damaged pole has fencing around it. Thanks for your support and patience as we 

have worked through this process. 

 

Allergies and Asthma Management 
Each year we undertake staff briefings and training in the management of anaphylaxis and asthma as we 

have a number of students who have these illnesses. We are well prepared to 

handle any emergencies in the unlikely instance we must support one of our 

students. If you have a child with Asthma you do need to update their 

management plan annually with your GP so that we have the latest information.  

Anaphylaxis is a severe life-threatening illness so we have clear protocols in place 

for this. All students not only have their own Epi-pens, but we also have a stock 

of school owned Epi-pens in case they are needed. We also ask that students do 

not bring ‘nuts’ or nut based products to school at any time. This might include 

common foods such as muesli bars that contain nuts, Nutella and peanut butter. 

We simply cannot take the risk as even a small exposure can lead to a reaction. 

Thanks for your support with this, children will have to enjoy these foods outside of school hours.  

If you have any questions about the management of Asthma or Anaphylaxis, please contact us. 
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School Council Elections 2024 
I’m very pleased to report that our school council election is completed for 2024 and the following parents 

and/or staff representatives have been duly elected.  

- Mrs Ana Meyborg 

- Mr Steve Ikin 

- Mrs Kylie Champion 

- Mrs Rebecca Fairweather  

- Miss Trish Jones (Department of Education)  

- Miss Bec Carr (Department of Education) 

Our newly elected or returning councillors will join the following members of school council to look after our 

school governance in 2024.  

- Mrs Mel Fox-Craig 

- Mrs Saro Jacobson 

- Mrs Laura Harrison 

- Mrs Carly Dobbs  

- Mrs Terye Kennedy (Department of Education)  

- Mr Michael Cormick (Department of Education) 

We would like to say sincere thanks to our outgoing School Council member, Mr Livio Di Camillo, who has 

been generously supporting our school governance for the past 4 years.  

Swimming Program 2024 
Information about permission and payment for our annual Swimming Program was 

distributed this week via XUNO. The program will once again be held in the last two 

weeks of Term 1 at the Doug Ellis Pool at Monash University. It’s an important opportunity 

for our students to develop their swimming and water safety skills. If you have already 

decided that your child will not be participating, please let us know by emailing the 

school at: amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Safety Week – Term 1 
Week 5 of each term is Safety Week and it’s that time of the term we focus specifically on important reminders. 

During safety week our students undertake learning that is focused on their personal safety and knowing when 

they are at risk. The lessons come from the Daniel Morcombe curriculum and it’s important learning for all 

children.  

In Safety week we typically have an evacuation or other safety drill, so students know what to do in an 

emergency. During safety week our staff also reflect on our ‘Child Safety’ policies and the important role they 

play in making sure we identify and report any abuse we might become aware of. All teachers are mandated 

reporters and if a child discloses something they are bound by law to report it to the Department of Families, 

Fairness and Housing. If any parent or carer has any concerns please contact us.    

Coffee Morning 
We are so looking forward to hosting our first ‘Coffee Morning’ for 2024, later this term! We’d 

like to invite all parents and carers to come along before school on Thursday 14th March, 

from 8:00am-9:00am, to enjoy a tea, coffee, or hot chocolate with the parent and carer 

community in the school grounds. Maria from ‘Barista on the Move’ will be serving our hot 

drinks. If you BYO a reusable cup, you will receive a 50c discount. We hope to see you there. 

 

Reading Nights  
Nightly reading not only develops a child’s reading skills, but also their writing and spelling skills; as 

well as growing a love of reading over time. Last week at assembly, we celebrated the first group 

of children to have read for 50 nights this year, a fabulous effort! 

We encourage all students to keep up their reading every night. I look forward to celebrating the 

next group of ’50 reading nights’ certificates at assembly next week. It was excellent to hear about 

all the reading that has already happened this year!  

 

Until next time, 

 

Michael Cormick & Bec Carr 

Principal Class Team  

mailto:amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE ADMIN TEAM..… 

 
Family Account Information 

 

Thank you to the families that have paid 2024 Parent Contributions. 

 

A copy of the 2024 Parent Contributions Information letter is available on our website.  www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 

 

Student Medications 
 

A reminder that a Medical Action Plan, completed by a doctor, must be provided for any student medication 

(eg. Ventolin, Epi Pens, severe allergy medication) stored at the school office.   

We cannot store or administer any medication without an Action Plan containing instructions from a doctor. 

Parents are required to provide up to date Action Plans and inform the school office of any changes to a 

student’s medical condition / action plan.  

This does not however, include occasional antibiotics. Wherever possible, parents should request antibiotic 

prescriptions that can be taken at home, ie Antibiotics that are required 3 times per day can be taken at 

home in the morning, on return from school and again at bedtime. For students that do require antibiotics at 

school, a parent must complete a medication authority form when handing medication into the office.  

All medication must be stored securely at the office for the safety of all students.  

It is recommended that students with hayfever etc. take their medication at home before school. 

 

Absences / Late Arrivals 
 

A reminder that all absences should be reported via Xuno. This ensures that Admin staff, who process all 

attendance data, including late arrivals and early exits, are receiving the attendance information in the first 

instance. Teachers are notified of the absence/late arrival during this process. If you wish to pass on any further 

information to teachers, please send them an additional email.  If unable to report via Xuno, absences can 

also be advised by emailing the General Office or phoning the school and selecting “1” when prompted to 

leave an absence message.  

Students arriving late to school must be first signed in at the office by a parent before going to class.  

Parents should complete the sign in register, fill out a “Late Slip” and hand this to their child who will proceed 

on their own to their classroom and give the late slip to the teacher.  

 

School Emails – Check the email address you are sending / replying to 
 

When contacting classroom teachers, or responding to their emails via Xuno, remember to double check the 

‘To’ address.   

Many emails meant for classroom teachers are arriving in the Amsleigh Park PS inbox, along with a huge 

number of other daily external emails.  

Replying to the school inbox may delay your communication being received by the classroom teacher in a 

timely manner and creates extra work for Admin staff. 

When responding to a teacher’s email, please refer to their email address that appears within their message 

and copy & paste that address into the address field. 

 

Thank you,                               

 

    

Karen Hogan 

Business Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 

 
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 

 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 1 2024  
Tuesday afternoons 3:00pm – 3:45pm   

 

Pay by Credit/Debit Card at the Uniform Shop  
 

Orders for new Uniform items can be emailed to the general office if unable to attend in 
person on Tuesday afternoons. – credit/debit card  payments only 

  
Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and 

send as a PDF to amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    
 

Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 
 
In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, together with 
the original packing slip that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size required. 

 
A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website 

www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 
 
Libby Jumas 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator 
                   

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS & LOST PROPERTY 
 

 

Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.  

Please ensure that items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed prior to dropping off the 

items.   Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.   

We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families experiencing 

financial hardship should be made at the General Office. 

 

As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on availability of 

items. Stock of second hand items is currently low, if you have any items that you are happy to donate 

back to the school, please drop them into the general office. Thank you 

 

LOST PROPERTY – Sadly, there are many items in our lost property area in the canteen foyer. Named items 

are returned to class rooms by our wonderful volunteer helpers. Un-named items will be disposed of at the 

end of each term if not collected. Please ensure all of your childs belongings are clearly named and you 

regularly check the Lost Property area if you are missing any items.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Admin Team 
 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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Information for families 
 

 

Amsleigh Park uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families, including 

newsletter distribution, absence notifications, student reports, communication with 

your child’s teacher, messages and reminders, event approvals and online payments.  

Xuno is a web-based school management program that has a website portal for use in a 

browser and an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.  

It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their child/ren’s 

school life and all things happening at Amsleigh Park.  

Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed through 

Xuno.  

Parents can use Xuno to notify the school of any address/contact detail changes, 

absences, late arrivals, upcoming family holidays etc. 

For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from Xuno 

(please check your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with information on how to 

create your Xuno account. Please follow the instructions and links in the email to create 

a Xuno account and password.   

As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed up 

so they are aware of school information and events and can easily inform the school 

of their child’s absences and contact detail changes. 

Please contact the office if you require a Xuno welcome email to be resent or a password 

reset. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Amsleigh Admin Team 
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