
 

[Type here] 
 

 

  Term  2            Issue  5                Week  9                     June 14, 2024 

DIARY DATES 
 

JUNE 2024 
 

Thurs 20 – Performance 

Assembly 

 

Thurs 20 – PFA School Disco 

 

Fri 21 – Foundation Cultural 

Explosion Dance Incursion 

 

Wed 26 – Mid Year parent 

Teacher Interviews 

 

Thurs 27 – G5-6 STEM 

Planetarium Visit (TBC) 

 

Fri 28 – Last Day Term 2 

Early finish at 2.30pm 
 

JULY 2024 

 
Mon 15 – T3 Commences 

 

Mon 22 – Curriculum Day 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 

ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS   

@ APPS 

 

Principal Team Report 
Breaking News…Synthetic Phonics Mandated Across Victoria 

The Minister for Education, Ben Carroll, has announced this week that all 

schools will be mandated to undertake the teaching of synthetic phonics in 

Foundation to Grade 2. This direction has been initiated due to the evidence 

clearly showing that this approach is highly effective in the teaching of 

reading and spelling. We are pleased to hear about this new mandate and 

want to point out to our school community that we made this change 3 years 

ago. Whilst the media would have you believe it’s new, there are schools such 

as Amsleigh Park who recognised this a long time ago.  

Our journey with the explicit teaching of synthetic phonics actually started 

back in 2015 and has been shaped and modified over several years before 

we formally adopted ‘Sounds Write’ in 2022. Under the expert leadership of 

our Learning Specialist, Miss Barker, the implementation of Sounds Write is 

already well embedded in Foundation to Grade 2 and in 2024 is being further 

extended into Grade 3-6. To support this our staff have undertaken extensive 

training as ‘Sounds Write Practitioners’ requiring about 50+ hours of 

professional learning. We have invested significant financial resources in this 

professional learning and in purchasing of decodable readers required to 

support this approach. As a result of both our foresight and investment, our 

students are already benefitting from this instructional approach, and we are 

well ahead of the curve.  It’s not often we ‘toot’ our own horns but I think that 

credit should be given where it’s due. In this instance the credit goes to our 

teaching staff who have embraced the importance of evidenced based 

teaching and to Miss Barker who has led this work. Change takes a lot of time 

and effort and we have been highly successful in the way we have 

approached this. We now take the mindset that ‘when you know better, you 

do better,’ and apply this same lens to all areas of our teaching.  

Boogie Fever 

Next Thursday 20th June our students will be looking forward to the annual 

School Disco night. Organised and run by the Amsleigh Parents and Friends 

Association, this event is always a highlight for our students. I realise the term 

‘Boogie Fever’ is a bit outdated these days but I’m sure there are still those 

who remember the classics! I would like to express sincere thanks to the PFA 

for organising this event, we really appreciate it. Thanks in advance to the 

many parents who will also be in attendance.  

Aerobics Success 

A big well done to our Aerobics teams who competed in the Victorian State 

championships recently.  After good performances and with a 

good interstate competition, Team Dynamos will head to the 

national competition being held in Adelaide in Term 3. Our 

students and staff are all very dedicated to the aerobics 

program and train weekly to get the routines into shape. Big 

thanks to the families and coaches, Miss Hayes and Miss Carr, 

who went along on the day, we appreciate it.  

Parent teacher Interviews 

Mid-Year Parent Teacher Interviews will be held on Wednesday 26th June 

between 1.10pm and 6.00pm. All interviews will be conducted face to face 

unless otherwise requested by the family. The interview is a great moment to 

ask any questions about your child’s mid-year report and celebrate their 

achievements so far in 2024. Bookings are made in the Xuno App. 

DUE BEFORE DATES: 
 

Fri 14 June – Book Club Iss 4 

Orders close 

 

 

 

 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE 



 

 

 

 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 
Performance Assemblies 

I want to say congratulations to our Foundies, Grade 2s and Leigh Club 

who performed at our most recent performance assembly. The 

Foundies rocked out the old classic, Juicy Juicy Green Grass, singing 

with great gusto, the Grade 2s performed ‘Roar’ by Katie Perry and then 

our talented Leigh Club performed the hit, Bang by AGR. Since we 

started these assemblies, we have been thrilled with the support of 

parents and carers, with a big audience coming along each time. It’s 

great to showcase the Performing Arts and through this we also provide 

genuine opportunities for our students to build confidence in front of an 

audience. Building confidence is so important and often can have a 

positive impact on other areas of learning. Sincere thanks to Mr A for 

accompanying our performers on the Guitar, its much appreciated and 

thanks to Mrs Kennedy for bringing these performers into our school. Our 

next performance assembly is set for Thursday 20th June at 9.00am.  

German Cooking Classes 

Frau Salles and Josef organised for our Grade 2s to enjoy a special morning of cooking last week. On the 

menu was the German equivalent to pizza known as ‘Flammkuchen’. The Grade 2s were able to choose from 

a range of fresh ingredients including using sour cream for the base rather than Napoli sauce. They were then 

cooked fresh and enjoyed. I just happened to get the chance to make one for myself and it was delicious. 

Thanks to Frau Salles and Josef for organising this learning event and congratulations to the Grade 2s for their 

excellent cooking skills.    

 

Late Arrivals at School 

Whilst we are always hopeful that our students will arrive at school on time, we understand that sometimes life 

gets in the way. When a child arrives after 9.00am they must go to the office and sign in rather than go straight 

to class. Please assist us with this process by making sure walk your child into school when it’s after the 9.00am 

bell and sign in via the office. Following this process is important as it means that all children are supervised 

and in the right place.   

Student Achievement Reports 

Teachers have recently been working on the mid-year student achievement reports. 

As part of this process, students have been completing various assessment tasks and 

it has been wonderful to celebrate the progress our students have made in their 

learning. The mid-year reports will be distributed to families on Monday 24th June, via 

Xuno. 

An important part of Amsleigh Park’s process in reporting achievement to parents and 

carers, is the Parent Teacher interviews. These interviews will be held at Amsleigh Park, 

on the afternoon and evening of Wednesday 26th June and allow for further discussion 

and questions regarding your child’s written report. It is a time to share successes and 

future goals regarding your child. We encourage all parents and carers to attend. 

Visit by Collingwood Footballers 

We had a visit from some AFL players last week who came along to talk to our Gade 5/6s 

before heading out to the Auskick clinic after school. Meeting AFL players up close is always 

interesting and you very quickly realise they are just another person who just happens to have 

the skills required to play at the highest level of competition. It’s important to see this human 

side of footballers who reinforce to students the importance or good health, fitness, training 

and preparation.  
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What’s Happening in our Buildings and Grounds 

We have a wonderful school campus, generous in size and with outstanding learning spaces and 

playgrounds. Keeping all in good order keeps us busy and in recent times we have achieved the following: 

- We continue to clear up and repair damage caused by the big storm in February. We have now 

completed an insurance claim for damages to the 3-6 playground and works will soon commence to 

get it fixed and for sails to be installed in time for the warmer weather later in the year.  

- Further works will be undertaken soon on damaged trees, some of which need to be either pruned or 

removed.  

- With the generous financial support of the Amsleigh Park Parents and Friends Association, we have 

planned for a special picnic area to be constructed outside the Grade 2 classrooms. This project 

includes an artificial grass surface where we are unable to grow real grass, with room for 3-4 picnic 

tables. Works will commence soon and should make the area safer, more functional and also improve 

the look. 

- Other areas of maintenance include fixing up and painting of damaged window frames outside the 

library, ongoing work to keep our grounds hazard free and lots of minor maintenance both inside and 

outside of our classrooms.  

It’s always a very busy space.  

Advance Notice – Curriculum Day 

Our next curriculum day will be held on Monday 22nd July. This will be a pupil free day and our teachers will 

continue the work we have been do in conjunction with Mathematics consultant, Dr Ange Rogers. Through 

this strategic partnership we have been working on further optimising the teaching of mathematics with a 

focus on the essential conceptual knowledge that children need to be successful in learning, which we know 

as the ‘Big Ideas in Number’.  Children need to be competent in the big ideas which include counting, place 

value, additive and multiplicative thinking. Learning gaps in these big ideas generally means a student will 

find it increasingly more difficult as the content get more complex so it is vital that we make sure all children 

build this knowledge.  

Enrolments 2025 

We are currently taking Foundation enrolments for 2025. If your child has a 

younger sibling due to start school in 2025, please see 

https://students.educationapps.vic.gov.au/s/ for how to complete a digital 

enrolment application. Families need to submit their enrolments application 

before Friday 26th July. We look forward to getting to know our 2025 

Foundation students through the Foundation transition program in Term 4. 

Student Absence Notification 

A request to families to please use Xuno wherever possible to notify of us student absences, rather than 

phoning the school office. This is a more efficient way for families and administration staff and ensures student 

attendance data is correct. Thanks for your help with this. 

End of Term 

The last day of Term 2 is Friday 28th June, and we are finishing school at 2.30pm on this day. There will not be 

an assembly on this day due to the early finish.  

 

Until next time, 

 

Michael Cormick    Bec Carr 

Principal              Assistant Principal  

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudents.educationapps.vic.gov.au%2Fs%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMichael.Cormick%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3fd8578c4ba943facbff08dc8c0aea3d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638539225702746020%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=noTjbNXLLcrxliwOjkpSKGSzHvrsgVfitSgHw6Pikno%3D&reserved=0
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE ADMIN TEAM..… 

 

Family Account Information 
 

Thank you to the families that have paid 2024 Parent Contributions. We appreciate your support of our school. 

 

A copy of the 2024 Parent Contributions Information letter is available on our website.  www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 

 

Student Medications 
 

A reminder that a Medical Action Plan, completed by a doctor, must be provided for any student medication 

(eg. Ventolin, Epi Pens, severe allergy medication) stored at the school office.   

We cannot store or administer any medication without an Action Plan containing instructions from a doctor. 

Parents are required to provide up to date Action Plans and inform the school office of any changes to a 

student’s medical condition / action plan.  

This does not however, include occasional antibiotics. Wherever possible, parents should request antibiotic 

prescriptions that can be taken at home, ie Antibiotics that are required 3 times per day can be taken at 

home in the morning, on return from school and again at bedtime. For students that do require antibiotics at 

school, a parent must complete a medication authority form when handing medication into the office.  

All medication, including over the counter types, must be stored securely at the office for the safety of all 

students.  

It is recommended that students with hayfever etc. take their medication at home before school. 

 

Absences / Late Arrivals 
 

A reminder that all absences should be reported via Xuno. This ensures that Admin staff, who process all 

attendance data, including late arrivals and early exits, are receiving the attendance information in the first 

instance. Teachers are notified of the absence/late arrival during this process. If you wish to pass on any further 

information to teachers, please send them an additional email.  If unable to report via Xuno, absences can 

also be advised by emailing the General Office or phoning the school and selecting “1” when prompted to 

leave an absence message.  

Students arriving late to school must be first signed in at the office by a parent before going to class.  

Parents should complete the sign in register, fill out a “Late Slip” and hand this to their child who will proceed 

on their own to their classroom and give the late slip to the teacher.  

 

School Emails – Check the email address you are sending / replying to 
 

When contacting classroom teachers, or responding to their emails via Xuno, remember to double check the 

‘To’ address.   

Many emails meant for classroom teachers are arriving in the Amsleigh Park PS inbox, along with a huge 

number of other daily external emails.  

Replying to the school inbox may delay your communication being received by the classroom teacher in a 

timely manner and creates extra work for Admin staff. 

When responding to a teacher’s email, please refer to their email address that appears within their message 

and copy & paste that address into the address field. 

 

Thank you,                               

    

Karen Hogan 

Business Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 

APPS UNIFORM SHOP 

 
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 

 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 2 2024  
Tuesday afternoons 3:00pm – 3:45pm   

 

Pay by Credit/Debit Card at the Uniform Shop  
 

Orders for new Uniform items can be emailed to the general office if unable to attend in person on Tuesday 
afternoons  – credit/debit card  payments only 

  

Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send as a PDF 
to amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

 
Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 

 
In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, together with the original 

packing slip that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size required. 
 

A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 
 
Libby Jumas 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator 

                  

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS & LOST PROPERTY 
 

 

Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.  

Please ensure that items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed prior to dropping off the 

items.   Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.   

We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families experiencing 

financial hardship should be made at the General Office. 

 

As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on availability of 

items.  

 

LOST PROPERTY – Sadly, there are many items in our lost property area in the canteen foyer. Named items 

are returned to class rooms by our wonderful volunteer helpers. Un-named items will be disposed of at the 

end of each term if not collected. Please ensure all of your childs belongings are clearly named and you 

regularly check the Lost Property area if you are missing any items. If you could also please check that 

your child is in fact wearing their own hat/jacket/jumper as these can sometimes be mistakenly picked 

up and worn by unawares by students.   

 

Thank you, 

 

Admin Team 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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Information for families 

 
June 2024 – We have a number of families with incomplete or incorrect contact  

and/or emergency contact details   
PLEASE CHECK YOUR FAMILY DETAILS IN XUNO & UPDATE IF NECESSARY.  

Thank you 😊 
 

Amsleigh Park uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families, including newsletter 

distribution, absence notifications, student reports, communication with your child’s teacher, 

messages and reminders, event approvals and online payments.  

Xuno is a web-based school management program that has a website portal for use in a 

browser and an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.  

It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their child/ren’s school 

life and all things happening at Amsleigh Park.  

Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed through Xuno.  

Parents can use Xuno to notify the school of any address/contact detail changes, absences, late 

arrivals, upcoming family holidays etc. 

For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from Xuno (please 

check your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with information on how to create your 

Xuno account. Please follow the instructions and links in the email to create a Xuno account 

and password.   

As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed up so they 

are aware of school information and events and can easily inform the school of their child’s 

absences and contact detail changes. 

Please contact the office if you require a Xuno welcome email to be resent or a password reset. 

Thank you, 

Amsleigh Admin Team 
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