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  Term  2            Issue  6               Week  11                     June 27, 2024 

DIARY DATES 
 

JUNE 2024 
 

Thurs 27 – G5-6 STEM Onsite 

Planetarium Visit (TBC) 

 

Fri 28 – Last Day Term 2 

Early finish at 2.30pm 
 

 

JULY 2024 

 
Mon 15 – T3 Commences 

 

Thurs 18 – G4-6 House 

Athletics Carnival 

 

Mon 22 – Curriculum Day  

Student Free Daty 

 
Thurs 25 – Performance 

Assembly 
 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 

ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS   

@ APPS 

 

Principal Team Report 
PFA Update  

On page 2 we have included an update from our Parents and Friends 

Association, who are always very busy behind the scenes organising special 

events for our students and school community. The generous support 

provided by our PFA is greatly appreciated by one and all and adds so much 

to our students experience of school life. Our teacher and support staff also 

value all the things PFA organise or support to enrich school life. We cannot 

thank our PFA enough and offer them ‘3 cheers’ from us all! See over for a 

detailed update from the PFA.  

STEM Video Challenge 

Mrs Dimopoulous and a group of keen users of technology have been busy 

with a special STEM video game creation project during Term 2. The Australian 

STEM Video Game Challenge seeks to: 

• ENGAGE students in STEM subjects 

• ENABLE students to develop real-world skills 

• EMPOWER more students to choose STEM careers. 

Mrs Dimopoulous reports that our students have some great ideas, and they 

are all doing well in this project. One group have created a game where the 

character woke up and there were no stars in the sky, so they go to NASA to 

find the stars. Another created a game where they must be the rocket and 

avoid the space rock to collect stars. Many thanks to Mrs Dimopoulos who 

initiated this project and well done to those children who have chosen to take 

part. I’m looking forward to seeing their ideas and creations as they develop.  

Tutor Learning and Intervention 

There has been some recent press coverage about the use of Government 

funding for the Tutor Learning Initiative. This program has been in place for 

four years and schools have been provided with extra funds that we use to 

employ teaching staff to provide learning support and intervention for 

children. The press coverage suggests that this money has been spent well in 

about 30% of schools and I’m pleased to say Amsleigh Park PS is one of them. 

In a recent review with the regional leaders, we were congratulated for the 

scope and implementation of our intervention program, and this is a great 

credit to the teaching staff and leaders who have been involved. Currently 

Mrs DeFazio, Mrs Martin, Mrs Kennedy, Mrs Dimopoulous and Melissa Winters 

are all part of the team providing this valuable support to students, working 

along with Miss Carr to ensure we make the most of this opportunity. Previously 

Mrs Jonga was also part of the team who set up the initial program in 2022. 

At present this program is funded for 2025 and we are ever hopeful that it 

might continue as it has proven to be an invaluable support for our students.   

Teachers Duty of Care 

From 8.52am every morning students come into class to prepare for the 

school day and teachers assume duty of care for their students. At this time 

teachers need to be focused on students and support them to get ready for 

the day. We hope you will understand that this means they are generally not 

able to talk to parents or carers other than to take onboard a quick message. 

We do want to be accessible, but it needs to be balanced out with the 

teacher’s duty of care to their students. If you need to talk to the teacher 

about a concern this is important, this is best done at a time when the teacher 

can give you their full attention. If the concern is urgent, you could also come 

and talk to Miss Carr or myself and we will normally be able to assist as an 

initial step.  
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PFA HALF YEAR UPDATE 

We have reached halfway through 2024 and the PFA has already completed so much in 6 months.  A massive 

thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers that have supported us to bring the following events to fruition: 

• Sports Night canteen 

• Easter Raffle 

• Hot Cross Bun Drive 

• Mother’s Day Stall 

• Student Disco 

• Post-Storm Working Bee 

We can also confirm the following fun activities are in the pipeline for the second half of this year: 

• Father’s Day Stall 

• Production Raffles 

• Production Canteen 

• Parents Trivia Night 

• Students Colour & Slime Run  

• Halloween Trick and Treating 

Of course you will also see the continuation of our Working Bees, online Wine Fundraiser and the very 

successful and much-loved Birthday Buckets. 

While the primary focus of the PFA is to run parent and student events to bring our community together, at 

times we do make a profit from some of these events, and it is our absolute pleasure to have been able to 

support the school with funds raised to enable the purchase of the following items in 2024: 

• A second new BBQ for sausage sizzles 

• 5 new picnic tables in the outdoor area adjacent to the Art room 

• New sports uniforms for our Grade 5/6 sports gala teams 

• New sports equipment 

• A set of ukeleles for Music 

• A picnic area with synthetic turf and picnic tables outside the Grade 2 classrooms 

The support does not end there with funds also being committed to a new digital community noticeboard to 

display near the STEM room, further additions to IT equipment, in-classroom reading resources for teachers 

and plenty more. 

The PFA appreciate all your support with our many activities throughout the year and if you think you would 

also like to contribute to the PFA and make a positive difference for our community, we would love to see 

you at one of our meetings publicised over Xuno each month. 

Don’t forget to also follow us on Facebook and Instagram with all the latest from Amsleigh Park Primary School. 

Facebook – Amsleigh Park Primary School Community  

Instagram – amsleighparkpscommunity  

 

 

Get Your Move On 

With holidays next week our students have a chance to recharge and enjoy and change of pace. It might 

be colder outside right now but this is no reason for children not to get out in the fresh air. The trick is to get 

children rugged up a bit and embrace the fresh air. Winter sunshine can also be quite pleasant and have a 

wonderful rejuvenating effect.  Spending time out in the fresh air is invigorating and also encourages children 

to be physically active. Current thinking is that at a minimum, children need to be active for 15 minutes about 

4 times each day to build their fitness and wellbeing. The more time you spend on keeping fit, the healthier 

you will be and be more likely to enjoy being outdoors. The Victorian Government are promoting activity for 

children due to a decrease in exercising outdoors, encouraging children to ‘get your move on.’ The school 

holidays present an ideal time to get out and about, hope you make the most of it. 
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Thanks PFA!  
A huge thank you to our PFA for putting on a fantastic event last week! The 

student disco was well-attended and great fun for students and parents alike! We 

are very lucky to have a group of such hardworking parents and carers who 

commit their time and effort to put on these events for our community and also 

raise funds to continue to improve our school. Thanks also to all of the other parent 

volunteers that helped run the disco; we really couldn’t have these events 

without your help. A sincere thanks to all involved!  

Year 6-7 Transition Update 
All families of year 6 students in Victoria (who have applied for enrolment at a State 

Secondary School) will be advised in writing on Wednesday 17th July of their offer 

of placement for year 7, 2025. Please feel free to contact Trish Jones or myself with 

any queries relating to year 6-7 transition.  

Childhood Anxiety 
We are often asked by parents and carers about how they can best support their 

child/ren with their worries, or anxious feelings. One thing to note is that all children are 

likely to experience these feelings at some point, and this is typical of all people. If you 

feel these worries are happening more often or impacting negatively on your child, a 

visit to the GP can be a great way to start the conversation about their mental health 

as GPs can provide referrals to the appropriate supports. We have included a flyer in 

this newsletter, promoting a clinic through Swinburn University, offering a program for 

primary children aged 6-11, and their parents/carers on how to manage childhood anxiety. We encourage 

those families interested to utilise the self-referred program to help support their child/ren.  

Thanks for a Great Term! 

Looking back at the past eleven weeks I can see we have really had a fantastic term of learning, 

community engagement and fun. Some of the highlights: 

 - Our 3-4s enjoyed a stimulating Science incursion with Professor Bunsen 

 - Our PFA ran another wonderful Mother’s Day stall in May 

- Our Grade 5-6s had a great learning experience at Scienceworks 

- All our students enjoyed the ‘Fun with Maths’ incursion 

- We had two fantastic performance assemblies  

- Our Grade 1-2s had an awesome day at the Melbourne Zoo 

- Our Foundies had a great time with cultural dance infusion  

 - Our students participated in House Cross Country and District Cross Country.   

 - We celebrated Education Week with a focus on STEM 

 - We had a fantastic Book Fair 

 - We ran a highly successful camp for Grade 3/4s to Lady Northcote  

 - Grade 5/6s enjoyed Winter Sport and a great Gala day 

 - Our Aerobics teams did well at the State Competition 

 - Our PFA organised a great Kids Disco 

 - Mid-Year Reports were distributed and parent-teacher interviews undertaken 

Phew, what an awesome term, and these are just some of the highlights! 

Our student Leaders 

I want to highlight the great job our Student Leaders are doing in 2024. It’s an important opportunity to 

develop their leadership skills and act as a role model for other students. Our leaders are also responsible for 

several daily tasks, such as the bike sheds and recycling, undertaking them with diligence and commitment.  

Well done and congratulations to our Grade 6 Student Leadership team, keep up the good work! 

Happy Holidays 

We would like to wish everyone a wonderful holiday filled with lots of fun times. Stay safe out there, remember 

your ABC, relax and enjoy! See you in Term 3. We can’t wait to see what our students will achieve in the 

semester to come! 

Until next time, 

Michael Cormick    Bec Carr 

Principal              Assistant Principal  
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE ADMIN TEAM..… 

 

Family Account Information 
 

Thank you to the families that have paid 2024 Parent Contributions. We appreciate your support of our school. 

 

A copy of the 2024 Parent Contributions Information letter is available on our website.  www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 

 

Student Medications 
 

A reminder that a Medical Action Plan, completed by a doctor, must be provided for any student medication 

(eg. Ventolin, Epi Pens, severe allergy medication) stored at the school office.   

We cannot store or administer any medication without an Action Plan containing instructions from a doctor. 

Parents are required to provide up to date Action Plans and inform the school office of any changes to a 

student’s medical condition / action plan.  

This does not however, include occasional antibiotics. Wherever possible, parents should request antibiotic 

prescriptions that can be taken at home, ie Antibiotics that are required 3 times per day can be taken at 

home in the morning, on return from school and again at bedtime. For students that do require antibiotics at 

school, a parent must complete a medication authority form when handing medication into the office.  

All medication, including over the counter types, must be stored securely at the office for the safety of all 

students.  

It is recommended that students with hayfever etc. take their medication at home before school. 

 

Absences / Late Arrivals 
 

A reminder that all absences should be reported via Xuno. This ensures that Admin staff, who process all 

attendance data, including late arrivals and early exits, are receiving the attendance information in the first 

instance. Teachers are notified of the absence/late arrival during this process. If you wish to pass on any further 

information to teachers, please send them an additional email.  If unable to report via Xuno, absences can 

also be advised by emailing the General Office or phoning the school and selecting “1” when prompted to 

leave an absence message.  

Students arriving late to school must be first signed in at the office by a parent before going to class.  

Parents should complete the sign in register, fill out a “Late Slip” and hand this to their child who will proceed 

on their own to their classroom and give the late slip to the teacher.  

 

School Emails – Check the email address you are sending / replying to 
 

When contacting classroom teachers, or responding to their emails via Xuno, remember to double check the 

‘To’ address.   

Many emails meant for classroom teachers are arriving in the Amsleigh Park PS inbox, along with a huge 

number of other daily external emails.  

Replying to the school inbox may delay your communication being received by the classroom teacher in a 

timely manner and creates extra work for Admin staff. 

When responding to a teacher’s email, please refer to their email address that appears within their message 

and copy & paste that address into the address field. 

 

Thank you,                               

    

Karen Hogan 

Business Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 

 
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 

 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 3 2024  
Tuesday afternoons 3:00pm – 3:45pm   

 

Pay by Credit/Debit Card at the Uniform Shop  
 

Orders for new Uniform items can be emailed to the general office if unable to attend in person on Tuesday 
afternoons – credit/debit card payments only 

  

Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send as a PDF to 
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

 
Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 

 
In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, together with the original packing 

slip that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size required. 
 

A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 
 
Libby Jumas 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator 

                  

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS & LOST PROPERTY 
 

 

Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.  

Please ensure that items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed prior to dropping off the 

items.   Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.   

We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families experiencing 

financial hardship should be made at the General Office. 

 

As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on availability of 

items.  

 

LOST PROPERTY – Sadly, there are many items in our lost property area in the canteen foyer. Named items 

are returned to class rooms by our wonderful volunteer helpers. Un-named items will be disposed of at the 

end of each term if not collected. Please ensure all of your childs belongings are clearly named and you 

regularly check the Lost Property area if you are missing any items. If you could also please check that 

your child is in fact wearing their own hat/jacket/jumper as these can sometimes be mistakenly picked 

up and worn by unawares by students.   

 

Thank you, 

 

Admin Team 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/


 

 

 

 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 
 

 
Information for families 

June 2024 – We have a number of families with incomplete or incorrect contact  

and/or emergency contact details   
PLEASE CHECK YOUR FAMILY DETAILS IN XUNO & UPDATE IF NECESSARY.  

Thank you 😊 
 

Amsleigh Park uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families, including newsletter 

distribution, absence notifications, student reports, communication with your child’s teacher, 

messages and reminders, event approvals and online payments.  

Xuno is a web-based school management program that has a website portal for use in a 

browser and an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.  

It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their child/ren’s school 

life and all things happening at Amsleigh Park.  

Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed through Xuno.  

Parents can use Xuno to notify the school of any address/contact detail changes, absences, late 

arrivals, upcoming family holidays etc. 

For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from Xuno (please 

check your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with information on how to create your 

Xuno account. Please follow the instructions and links in the email to create a Xuno account 

and password.   

As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed up so they 

are aware of school information and events and can easily inform the school of their child’s 

absences and contact detail changes. 

Please contact the office if you require a Xuno welcome email to be resent or a password reset. 

Thank you, 

Amsleigh Admin Team 
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