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DIARY DATES 
 

OCTOBER 2024 
Wed 30 - Whole School 

Incursion - Sticks & Stones 

 

Thu 31 - PFA Colour Run 

 

NOVEMBER 2024 
Fri 1 - G4 Cricket Blast 

Fri 1 - G2 Sleepover & G1 

Stay Late 

 

Tue 5 - Melb Cup Day 

Public Holiday 
 

Wed 6 - Foundation Botanic 

Gardens Excursion 

 

Thu 14 - Whole School Group 

& G6 Grad Photos 

 

Wed 20 - 2025 Foundation 

Transition Session 1  

 

Thu 21 – CURRICULUM DAY 

Student Free Day 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 

ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS   

@ APPS 

 

Principal Team Report 
World Teachers Day 

Friday 25th October is World Teachers Day. Let’s celebrate 

our wonderful teachers for their skilled work in educating, 

inspiring and supporting our young people. The theme for 

2024 is ‘hats off’ to teachers with the traditional doffing of 

a hat as a mark of respect. 

As the Principal Class Team, Miss Carr and I take off our 

hats to all our staff. We are indeed very fortunate to work 

with such caring, dedicated and knowledgeable 

teachers, who are only too happy to go that ‘extra mile’ to support our 

students. We see this each day in the way our teachers make a difference for 

every individual, supporting them to be their best and do their best.  

If you see a teacher on Friday, you might just say a simple thanks for 

everything you do and if you are wearing one, “doff your hat”.  

Staffing for 2025 

I am sad to tell you that Mrs Lisa Jonga will be leaving Amsleigh Park PS at the 

end of this year. Mrs Jonga is currently teaching Grade 6 in 2024 and has 

previously taught across Grades 3-6. Since starting at APPS, Mrs Jonga has 

been commuting around 60 minutes each way to continue her teaching role 

at Amsleigh Park. She has now made the difficult decision and has accepted 

a position at Croydon Hills PS which is significantly closer to home, so it’s a 

great outcome for her and the family. We will give Mrs Jonga a proper 

acknowledgement and send off towards the end of the year.  

Colour Fun Run 

Next Thursday 31st October we will be having our colour fun run for 2024. This 

event has certainly come a long way since we first got colourful and these 

days there is not only coloured powders, but also coloured slime and foam, 

just to get messy. With luck the local Fire Rescue team will also visit with one 

of their fire trucks, so we also get nice and wet in the process. Thanks to 

everyone for supporting the fund-raising component of the colour fun run, it’s 

mainly for fun, but if we can raise some funds at the same time then it’s much 

appreciated.  

This fun event is being organised by our wonderful Parents and Friends 

Association. Many thanks to the PFA for all the work that goes into this behind 

the scenes. It’s quite an effort to bring it all together and we really appreciate 

all the time generously given by parents and carers to make it a success.  

Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2024 

We are super pleased to report that the PRC for 2024 

was a great success with 96 Students completing it.  In 

total they read a staggering amount of 3898 Books, so 

their reading fluency and accuracy was given a big 

boost. Well, done to those who took on this challenge, 

that’s a great outcome. Thanks to Miss Barker who 

coordinated the PRC on behalf of Amsleigh Park PS.  

Enrolment Census 2025 

Many thanks to all families who responded to the enrolment census for 2025. 

What we are hoping is to get a very clear idea of any families/students who 

might be leaving so we have accurate numbers of students to create our 

class structure for 2025. Just one final reminder to families, if you are moving 

house, please let us know so we can get our planning right for next year.  

DUE BEFORE DATES: 
 

Fri 18 Oct – G1 Stay Late & G2 

Sleep Over approval & 

payments 

 

 

Fri 25 Oct - Book Club Issue 7 

LOOP Orders Close 

 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE 



 

 

 

 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 
Parental Curriculum Contributions for 2025 

A heartfelt thanks to the many families who paid voluntary curriculum contributions in 2024. At this week’s 

school council meeting we agreed to not increase the amount we request for voluntary contributions for 2025. 

This is the 2nd year in a row we have opted to maintain this amount rather than increase it.  

 

We consider this contribution towards the cost of education a moderate and vital investment in your child’s 

learning and providing them with the highest standards of learning. Whilst we get government funding for a 

standard (average) curriculum, this only provides for basic standard materials, resources and equipment for 

our students. We sincerely hope that we could do better than that for our students, but this will only be possible 

with the support of most of our community. Please consider supporting your child/ren by paying this voluntary 

contribution in 2025. Thank you.  

Sticks and Stones Incursion 

Miss Tapper has organised a wonderful incursion for our students next week. The Sticks & Stones performance 

tells the story of Toby, a young boy who faces challenges at home, school, and online. Through his 

experiences, Toby learns important life lessons about managing anger, being assertive, and dealing with 

difficult situations in a positive way. The program is designed to encourage cooperation, respect, and impulse 

control, complementing our school's existing student wellbeing programs. Sticks & Stones performance is 

presented by Brainstorm Productions. This event is FREE for our students and is funded by the mental health 

funding we receive from the State Government.  

 

From Miss Carr… 

 

Aerobics Spring Challenge 
Congratulations to our three competitive 

aerobics teams, Amsleigh Zest, Dynamos 

and Power, on their efforts at last week’s 

Victorian Spring Challenge event! Placing 1st, 

2nd and 3rd respectively, in different aerobic 

categories. All teams gave their best at the 

competition and we’re very proud of them 

all! We also had Hayley, Liadan and Lilly H 

put themselves forward to compete in the 

audition section, where they learnt a routine 

on the day and competed ‘on the spot’ 

against other auditionees! Well done! It is 

great to see our students’ set goals and train 

hard to achieve them. Congratulations 

aerobics kids 😊  

 

 

Working Bee -thank you! 
A huge thanks to our PFA and other parent volunteers and students who came along to the 

recent Working Bee! It was a successful day with lots of Softfall mulch spread and other 

improvements made to our yard. We really appreciate how the volunteers help to keep the 

school grounds looking great! A special shout out to Laura Harrison for her coordination of 

this event.  

 

The Resilience Project – 2025 
We’re excited to announced that Amsleigh Park will be once 

again partnering with The Resilience Project in 2025! The 

Resilience Project delivers emotionally engaging programs and 

provides evidence-based, practical wellbeing strategies to build 

resilience. The Resilience Project’s school wellbeing program will 

form part of our Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) lessons next 

year. We look forward to sharing more information with parents 

and carers in the coming weeks. 
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PFA Trivia Night 

 Last Saturday night, the PFA held their trivia night for our parent, carer and 

teacher community. It was a terrific night, well attended by our community. There 

were lots of fun and games to be had and we are very grateful to our PFA for 

planning and hosting this event for us! Thanks, PFA! 

 

 

 

STEM – Using Microbits 

 Thanks to families who have provided financial support to 

our school through the parental contributions in 2024. 

Without this support we would be unable to provide the high-

quality learning resources we want our students to be able 

to access.  Recently we used some of this funding to 

purchase new Microbits for STEM. A Microbit is a 

programmable device that students can use to develop 

their skills in coding. They are a very cool device created by 

BBC and our students are absolutely loving using this 

hardware during their STEM sessions. Want to know more: 

https://microbit.org/get-started/getting-

started/introduction/ 

In addition to the Microbits we have also purchased a set of the latest Lego Education Spike kits which will 

also be used in our STEM program. This is quite an investment but well worth it when you see what our students 

learn and produce using this very cool tech.  

Facilities Update 

One of the great things about Amsleigh Park PS is our wonderfully spacious and attractive school grounds. 

We are indeed fortunate to have such a great resource for all our students and staff. Keeping our grounds in 

good order requires regular monitoring and maintenance, which keeps our maintenance contractor, Craig, 

super busy. At the same time, we are always working to further 

improve student safety and amenity. Recently, we have completed 

two important projects: 

- The exterior wood cladding of the Junior Learning Centre has 

been recoated. This both protects this exterior cladding and 

gives it a big lift.  

- The fencing around the staff car park, entered from Oakleigh 

Street, has also been improved closing this area off completely 

from our school yard.  

We are seeking a licensed gas plumber at present who can inspect, 

clean and service all our gas heaters. If anyone has a contact for this, 

please let us know.  

Solar Power System 

Our solar has produced 10mwh so far since it was installed. This is enough to do the following: 

• Power the average home for 12 months. 

• Drive an electric vehicle 58000 kilometres. 

• Toast 890 000 slices of bread. 

• Run an average home pool pump for 5 years. 

• Run twenty modern refrigerators for a year. 

 

It’s a great feeling to know we are creating our own electricity and reducing what we take from the grid, 

which also reduces our environmental footprint.  

Until next time,  

Michael Cormick    Bec Carr 

Principal              Assistant Principal  

 

https://microbit.org/get-started/getting-started/introduction/
https://microbit.org/get-started/getting-started/introduction/
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE ADMIN TEAM..… 

 

Family Accounts 
 

Please regularly check your Xuno account for any fees or events that require payment and or approval.  A 

reminder that unallocated CSEF, receipts or credits note from your family account can be used to pay for 

events. Credit note amounts are shown with a negative symbol, -$10.00. If you would like a copy of your 

current account statement, please email the office.  

 

Student Medications 
 

A reminder that a Medical Action Plan, completed by a doctor, must be provided for any student medication 

(e.g. Ventolin, Epi Pens, severe allergy medication) stored at the school office.   

We cannot store or administer any medication without an Action Plan containing instructions from a doctor. 

Parents are required to provide up to date Action Plans and inform the school office of any changes to a 

student’s medical condition / action plan.  

This does not however, include occasional antibiotics. Wherever possible, parents should request antibiotic 

prescriptions that can be taken at home, ie Antibiotics that are required 3 times per day can be taken at 

home in the morning, on return from school and again at bedtime. For students that do require antibiotics at 

school, a parent must complete a medication authority form when handing medication into the office.  

All medication, including over the counter types, must be stored securely at the office for the safety of all 

students.  

It is recommended that students with hay fever etc. take their medication at home before school. 

 

Absences / Late Arrivals 
 

A reminder that all absences should be reported via Xuno. This ensures that Admin staff, who process all 

attendance data, including late arrivals and early exits, are receiving the attendance information in the first 

instance. Teachers are notified of the absence/late arrival during this process. If you wish to pass on any further 

information to teachers, please send them an additional email.  If unable to report via Xuno, absences can 

also be advised by emailing the General Office or phoning the school and selecting “1” when prompted to 

leave an absence message.  

Students arriving late to school must be first signed in at the office by a parent before going to class.  

Parents should complete the sign in register, fill out a “Late Slip” and hand this to their child who will proceed 

on their own to their classroom and give the late slip to the teacher.  

 

School Emails – Check the email address you are sending / replying to 
 

When contacting classroom teachers, or responding to their emails via Xuno, remember to double check the 

‘To’ address.   

Many emails meant for classroom teachers are arriving in the Amsleigh Park PS inbox, along with a huge 

number of other daily external emails.  

Replying to the school inbox may delay your communication being received by the classroom teacher in a 

timely manner and creates extra work for Admin staff. 

When responding to a teacher’s email, please refer to their email address that appears within their message 

and copy & paste that address into the address field. 

 

Thank you,                               

    

Karen Hogan 

Business Manager 
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 

Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 
 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 4 2024  
Tuesday afternoons 3:00pm – 3:45pm   

 

Pay by Credit/Debit Card at the Uniform Shop  
 

Orders for new Uniform items can be emailed to the general office if unable to attend in person on Tuesday 
afternoons – credit/debit card payments only 

  

Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send as a PDF to 
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

 
Please ensure you are using a current version of our order form – prices are subject to change without notice, 

previous versions may have incorrect pricing. 
 

Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 
 

In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, together with the original packing 
slip that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size required. 

 
A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 

 
Libby Jumas 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator 
                   

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS & LOST PROPERTY 
 

 

Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.  

Please ensure that items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed prior to dropping off the 

items.   Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.   

We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families experiencing 

financial hardship should be made at the General Office. 

 

As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on availability of 

items.  

 

LOST PROPERTY – Please ensure all of your childs belongings are clearly named and you regularly check the 

Lost Property area if you are missing any items. If you could also please check that your child is in fact 

wearing their own hat/jacket/jumper as these can sometimes be mistakenly picked up and worn unknowingly by 

other students.  Named items are returned to class rooms by our wonderful volunteer helpers. Un-named 

items will be disposed of at the end of each term if not collected 

 

Thank you, 

Admin Team 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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Information for families 

October 2024 – We still have a number of families with incomplete or incorrect 

contact and/or emergency contact details   
 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR FAMILY DETAILS IN XUNO & UPDATE IF NECESSARY.  

Thank you 😊 
 

Amsleigh Park uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families, including newsletter 

distribution, absence notifications, student reports, communication with your child’s teacher, 

messages and reminders, event approvals and online payments.  

Xuno is a web-based school management program that has a website portal for use in a 

browser and an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.  

It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their child/ren’s school 

life and all things happening at Amsleigh Park.  

Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed through Xuno.  

Parents can use Xuno to notify the school of any address/contact detail changes, absences, late 

arrivals, upcoming family holidays etc. 

For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from Xuno (please 

check your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with information on how to create your 

Xuno account. Please follow the instructions and links in the email to create a Xuno account 

and password.   

As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed up so they 

are aware of school information and events and can easily inform the school of their child’s 

absences and contact detail changes. 

Please contact the office if you require a Xuno welcome email to be resent or a password reset. 

Thank you, 

Amsleigh Admin Team 
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