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DIARY DATES 
FEBRUARY 2025 

 
Mon 17 Ashwood Wolves BBall 

Come & Try Session 3:45pm 

 

Wed 19 & 26 – Foundation Rest 

days 

 

Fri 21 G5-6 IS Sports Round 1 

 

Mon 24 - School Photos 

 

Wed 26 – Bush Dance Incursion 

 

Fri 28 G5-6 IS Sports Round 2 

 

MARCH 2025 
 

Fri 7 G5-6 IS Sports Round 3 

 

Fri 14 G5-6 Summer Sports Gala 

 

Wed 19-Fri 21 G5-6 Camp  

 

Mon 24 – Apr 3 Whole School 

Swimming Program (9 Days) 

 

Fri April 4 Last Day of Term 1 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 

ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS   

@ APPS 
 

 

Principal Team Report 
School Council Elections 

We are pleased to share the results of the recent school council elections for 

2025. As nominations equalled vacancies the following parent 

representatives have been duly elected. 

• Laura Harrison  

• Carly Dobbs 

• Gary Pendergast  

• Darcy Beurle 

The new members of school council will commence their two-year term in 

March 2025. We are very fortunate to have a dedicated school council and 

their work around school governance is greatly appreciated.  

On behalf of the APPS school community, I would like to say a heartful thanks 

to Melanie Fox-Craig and Saro Jacobson who are finishing up their term on 

council this year, your support of Amsleigh Park has been greatly 

appreciated.  

Congratulations Mrs Maley-Hutt 

During the recent school holidays Miss Maley and her fiancé had a wonderful 

wedding ceremony on the banks 

of the Swan River in Perth. Having 

grown up in Perth Mrs Maley-Hutt 

and her husband got married in 

Matilda Bay on a beautiful 

summer’s day with friends and 

family in attendance. Mrs Maley 

reports that it was a perfect day, 

and they had a wonderful time. On 

behalf of our school community our 

sincere congratulations to the now, 

Mrs Maley-Hutt, and her husband 

Lawrence.  

Intervention and Classroom Support 

Over the past few years, we have had an increasing focus on learning 

intervention and support at APPS. Learning support is primarily provided by 

the classroom teacher who is responsible for providing targeted and ongoing 

assistance to students every day.  However, sometimes there is a need for 

students to receive additional supports as well. These supports can come 

through various forms which include reading intervention in Grade 1, small 

group literacy support in F-2, Toe x Toe Literacy and the tutoring learning 

initiative. All are highly valuable resources and children are identified (using a 

range of data) based on those who have the greatest need.  In addition to 

this there are also times when students might work in small group with a 

Teacher Aide who is working in a classroom. The latter is usually flexible and 

can vary depending on the learning focus of the day. If you have any 

questions about these supports, please contact Mr Cormick or Miss Carr.  

School Library 

Our Librarian Martin reopened our school Library this week and he reports that 

many students enjoyed the opportunity for a lunchtime visit. Doing some quiet 

reading or playing a board game with a friend were popular choices.  

 

DUE BEFORE DATES: 
FEB 

Fri 14 -Book Club Issue1 LOOP 

Orders Close  

 

Mon 17 5-6 Summer Sport $24 

 

Wed 24 - Bush Dance $8  

 

Fri 28 Feb – Swimming $85 

 

MAR 

Mon 7 - G5-6 2025 Camp 

Balance Due 

 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE 
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Anaphylaxis Reminder 

At Amsleigh Park PS we currently have 9 students who are at risk of anaphylaxis (across a range of year levels) 

if exposed to certain allergens, with the most prevalent of these being peanuts and/or nut-based products. 

For this reason, we ask that no nuts, peanut butter, Nutella or similar be sent to school at any time. Anaphylaxis 

can be a serious life-threatening condition, and we need to take great care to ensure anyone effected can 

be safe at school. This illness is considered so serious that it is covered by Ministerial Order 706 which sets out 

very clear instructions for schools to follow.  

In addition to not bringing nuts to school children should not share food at any time, because you never know 

if a cross contamination has occurred at home in the food preparation. We ask for the support of all families 

in the management of anaphylaxis.  

XUNO  

Thank-you to families who are subscribed and regular users of XUNO. This online tool/App is our main option 

for communicating with our school families. Most messages go out via XUNO mail and therefore will be sent 

to the email accounts of all subscribers. In many instances this means that a family might receive the email 

to both parent’s email account. It is very important that the email account is active and checked regularly. 

Please note that we will not send urgent messages via XUNO, and we will always contact parents via phone 

in this instance. 

Information regarding excursions and events is also available via XUNO and includes payment and electronic 

permission/approval. The permission/approval is a two-step process that includes a special SMS code. These 

events can be accessed from the XUNO dashboard, and it is a relatively easy process to complete. You will 

still have the option to pay with unallocated receipts, CSEF, SSB or credit notes from your family account, 

please contact the general office for assistance with processing these payment types.  

School Promotion 

Each year we conduct a range of promotional activities so that prospective families 

find out about our school. Being hidden away in Oakleigh East is great, but it also 

means that some families do not even know we are here, even after we have placed 

materials at all local pre-schools and childcare centres. One thing we do know is that 

‘word of mouth’ is one of the best forms of promotion, and a positive word often brings 

families along for a look. If anyone asks, encourage them to come along for a tour, 

and they can see all the great things that are happening. If you are still involved in 

local pre-schools or childcare, please encourage other local families to visit Amsleigh 

Park for a tour.   

CCTV  

I want to inform our community, as a courtesy, that we have CCTV cameras all around 

Amsleigh Park PS. The purpose of these cameras is to provide security for our school 

campus out of school hours. CCTV is a very effective deterrent and helps us to ensure we 

are not subject to vandalism. The footage is kept for a period of two weeks and is only 

accessed if there is an issue. 

Family Bush Dance – Save the Date 

On Wednesday 5th March we are holding the Amsleigh Park School Community Bush Dance for 2025.  We run 

this event every second year and for anyone new to APPS it’s a wonderful night full of fun and a chance to 

connect with other members of the school community. The Bush Dance is being run between 5.00pm and 

7.00pm and we encourage families to bring a picnic along. Our students will prepare for the bush dance the 

week before the event participating in a workshop at school to learn the dances. This event is a crowd 

favourite, and we hope to see you there.  

New Shade Sails  

I’m pleased to report that we have new shade sails over the 3-6 

playground. After the previous set was seriously damaged in a storm in 

2024, the sails have been redesigned to be more robust and long 

wearing. Given the current weather pattern this is quite timely. We 

have many shade options at school across our play areas so students 

can practise sun smart behaviours by using these areas.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 
School Picnic 

A huge thank you to all parents, staff and students for a successful whole school picnic 

last week. We were lucky with a beautiful day. It was lovely to see the community, sharing 

a picnic lunch and getting to know one another through play and enjoying activities, 

particularly the bubbles! Thanks to all families who came along and made it a real 

community event.  

 

 

Year 6-7 Transition (Relevant for Year 6 families) 

The State-wide year 6-7 transition process will begin in the first week of next term, 

with all Grade 6 students in Victoria receiving a transition information pack. This 

pack will detail the transition process, including the relevant paperwork required 

to apply for secondary schools. Please keep an eye out for this very important 

information early next term. In the meantime, we encourage our senior students 

and their families to attend open days/night and tour Secondary Schools in the 

area to become familiar with the possible schools your child may attend. If 

interested, please contact your local Catholic or Independent Secondary 

Schools to inquire into their enrolment process, as they differ from the shared 

process of all Government Secondary Schools. Please feel free to contact us with any queries regarding 

transition either through the school office, or via email: patricia.jones@education.vic.gov.au Trish Jones will 

be coordinating the 6-7 transition process this year.  

 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support ~ SWPBS 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) is implemented at Amsleigh 

Park to improve the learning and wellbeing of all students. SWPBS is a whole 

school approach for creating a positive, safe and supportive school climate 

in which students can learn and develop.  

All staff are responsible for teaching the behaviour expectations, providing 

consistent positive feedback to students, and delivering consistent 

corrective feedback. The entire school, including the learning areas, walkways, toilets and playgrounds are 

all considered part of the total learning environment. 

We have included the behaviour matrix below, for new families to become familiar with. You will see that 

the matrix is based on our school values, with a breakdown of how people can show that value in different 

settings. Our students have been demonstrating many of the expected behaviours and have been 

acknowledged for their great choices in these areas.  

 

Team Kids  

We have been receiving a lot of positive feedback about our new out of school hours care program run by 

Team Kids. It’s great to hear that students are enjoying the change in format, activities and routines. Along 

with offering our students a great program, Team Kids have very organised practices and pay very close 

attention to communicating well with families and ensuring all things have a process.  

Regarding bookings and payments, we would encourage all families to be on top of this as Team Kids, like all 

the newer providers in the OSHC industry have clear policies. All bookings need to be cancelled with 48 hours’ 

notice if children are not going to attend or a medical certificate provided if children are ill. This is standard 

practice as all providers need to organise staff in advance, based on the number of children booked in. As 

they incur costs these will be passed onto parents and carers. They provide great service, but it is also a 

business, and their policy is very clear on this.    

 

Until next time,  

Michael Cormick    Bec Carr 

Principal              Assistant Principal  

 

 

 

 

mailto:patricia.jones@education.vic.gov.au
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE ADMIN TEAM… 

 

Family Accounts 
 

Please regularly check your Xuno account for any fees or events that require payment and or approval.  A 

reminder that unallocated CSEF, receipts or credit notes from your family account can be used to pay for 

events. Credit note amounts are shown with a negative symbol, -$10.00. If you would like a copy of your 

current account statement, please email the office.  

 

Student Medications 
 

A reminder that a Medical Action Plan, completed by a doctor, must be provided for any student medication 

(e.g. Ventolin, Epi Pens, severe allergy medication) stored at the school office.   

We cannot store or administer any medication without an Action Plan containing instructions from a doctor. 

Parents are required to provide up to date Action Plans and inform the school office of any changes to a 

student’s medical condition / action plan.  

This does not however, include occasional antibiotics. Wherever possible, parents should request antibiotic 

prescriptions that can be taken at home, ie Antibiotics that are required 3 times per day can be taken at 

home in the morning, on return from school and again at bedtime. For students that do require antibiotics at 

school, a parent must complete a medication authority form when handing medication into the office.  

All medication, including over the counter types, must be stored securely at the office for the safety of all 

students. It is recommended that students with hay fever etc. take their medication at home before school. 

 

Absences / Late Arrivals 
 

A reminder that all absences should be reported via Xuno. This ensures that Admin staff, who process all 

attendance data, including late arrivals and early exits, are receiving the attendance information in the first 

instance. Teachers are notified of the absence/late arrival during this process. If you wish to pass on any further 

information to teachers, please send them an additional email.  Parents are responsible for addressing and 

updating their child’s Unexplained Absences in Xuno.  Please regularly check your child’s attendance data 

and update as required. If unable to report via Xuno, absences can also be advised by emailing the General 

Office or phoning the school and selecting “1” when prompted to leave an absence message.   

 

Students arriving late to school must be first signed in at the office by a parent before going to class.  

Parents should complete the sign in register, fill out a “Late Slip” and hand this to their child who will proceed 

on their own to their classroom and give the late slip to the teacher.  

 

School Emails – Check the email address you are sending / replying to 
 

When contacting classroom teachers, or responding to their emails via Xuno, remember to double check the 

‘To’ address.   

Many emails meant for classroom teachers are arriving in the Amsleigh Park PS inbox, along with a huge 

number of other daily external emails.  

Replying to the school inbox may delay your communication being received by the classroom teacher in a 

timely manner and creates extra work for Admin staff. 

When responding to a teacher’s email, please refer to their email address that appears within their message 

and copy & paste that address into the address field. 

 

Thank you,                               

    

Karen Hogan 

Business Manager 
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SCHOOL SAVING BONUS (SSB) 

 

Families wishing to use their School Saving Bonus for camp, excursions/incursions, activities must take the 

following steps: - 

 

1. Reallocate your School Saving Bonus from the default “Textbooks/Uniforms” in the School Saving 

Bonus portal to "School Activities" It is recommended that the whole $400 is reallocated in one 

transaction by parents of students going to camp this year. This will decrease the number of 

processes required by parents and also Admin staff. 

2. Email the school inbox (amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au) with the subject header "USE my 

SSB - Child's name & Grade – Activity name & total amount.  

Example - USE my SSB – John Smith 6C – G5-6 Summer Sport $24 

We will cross check this with reports that flow through from the SSB Portal to us and then process this 

allocation manually on your behalf. 

 

More information about the SSB is available here: https://www.schoolsavingbonus.vic.gov.au/s/ 

School Saving Bonus (SSB) Frequently Asked Questions: 

• Can I use the SSB to purchase stationary/book packs? 

No. The SSB cannot be used to purchase Book Packs/Book List Items. The Department of Education has 

included Textbooks only as allowable purchases using the SSB from authorised suppliers. Amsleigh Park PS 

students do not require any textbooks. 

 

You will still need to order and pay for your book packs via Office Corporate as previously advised. 

 

•  Do I need to allocate money to uniforms in the SSB Portal? 

No, because we have a school run onsite uniform shop. Parents will need to complete a green SSB uniform 

order form and submit it to the school office for all uniform items. Admin staff will process then forward the 

order to the uniform shop for picking and packing. Orders will be sent to the child’s classroom unless 

alternative collection from the office or uniform shop is requested.. 

 

•  Will I need to put the voucher code into the portal to allocate the SSB to activities? 

Yes – For parents with students who will be attending camp in 2025, please allocate the whole amount of the 

SSB ($400) in one transaction to “School Activities” 

 

•  Do I need to tell the school when I want to use the SSB for activities (i.e. camps, sports, excursions, 

incursions, swimming)? 

Yes. Each time you wish to use the SSB for payment of a school activity, you will need to advise the school via 

email (amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au) to let us know which activity you wish to use this SSB money 

for.  See information above regarding the subject header. 

 

•  Can I take uniforms on the day if I want to use the SSB? 

No. You will need to submit a green SSB uniform order form to be processed via the office. We will then supply 

the uniforms to your child’s classroom to take home. 

 

•  Does the SSB money expire if I don’t use it all in 2025? 

No. The money will carry over to the following year 

 

•  Is the SSB only able to be used for each individual sibling? 

No. The SSB is allocated to the family and can be used for any student in the immediate family 

 

•  Can I only use the SSB on uniform purchases before June 30, 2025? 

Yes. After June 30, 202,5 the SSB money will automatically be allocated to school activities. 

mailto:amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 

Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 
 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 1 2025  
Wednesday afternoons 3:00pm – 3:45pm   

 

Pay by Credit/Debit Card at the Uniform Shop  
 

Orders for new Uniform items can be emailed to the general office if unable to attend in person on Wednesday 
afternoons. – credit/debit card payments only 

  

Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send as a PDF to 
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

 
Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 

 
School Savings Bonus (SSB) Uniform Orders – Complete a Green SSB order form and drop into the office. Order 

will be processed by Admin Staff and then forwarded to our uniform shop for picking and packing. 
 

In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, together with the original packing 
slip that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size required. 

 
A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 

 
Lemonia Spindzos 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator 

                   

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS & LOST PROPERTY 
 

 

Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.  

Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.   

We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families experiencing 

financial hardship should be made at the General Office. 

 

As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on availability of 

items. If you have any items that you are happy to donate back to the school, please drop them into 

the general office. Please ensure that items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed 

prior to returning them to school.  Thank you 

 

LOST PROPERTY – Sadly, there are many items in our lost property area in the canteen foyer. Named items 

are returned to class rooms by our wonderful volunteer helpers. Un-named items will be disposed of at the 

end of each term if not collected. Please ensure all of your child’s belongings are clearly named and you 

regularly check the Lost Property area if you are missing any items.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Admin Team 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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Information for families 

 
February 2025 – We still have a number of families with incomplete or incorrect contact 

and/or emergency contact details   
 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR FAMILY DETAILS IN XUNO & UPDATE IF NECESSARY.  

Thank you  
 

Amsleigh Park uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families, including newsletter 

distribution, absence notifications, student reports, communication with your child’s teacher, 

messages and reminders, event approvals and online payments.  

Xuno is a web-based school management program that has a website portal for use in a browser 

and an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.  

It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their child/ren’s school life 

and all things happening at Amsleigh Park.  

Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed through Xuno.  

Parents can use Xuno to notify the school of any address/contact detail changes, absences, late 

arrivals, upcoming family holidays etc. 

For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from Xuno (please 

check your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with information on how to create your 

Xuno account. Please follow the instructions and links in the email to create a Xuno account and 

password.   

As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed up so they 

are aware of school information and events and can easily inform the school of their child’s 

absences and any changes to family or emergency contact details.  

Please contact the office if you require a Xuno welcome email to be resent or a password reset. 

Thank you, 

Amsleigh Admin Team 
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Keyboard / Piano Lessons conducted at APPS by Jared, formerly Excel Music 
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