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DIARY DATES 
 

MARCH 2025 
 

Fri 7 G5-6 IS Sports Round 3 

 

Fri 14 G5-6 Summer Sports Gala 

G1-2 Indigenous Incursion 

 

Wed 19-Fri 21 G5-6 Camp  

 

Fri 21 G3-4 First Nations 

Incursion 

 

Mon 24 – Apr 3 Whole School 

Swimming Program (9 Days) 

 

Fri April 4 Last Day of Term 1 

Early finish at 2.30pm 

 

APRIL 2025 
 

Tue 22 - Term 2 Commences 

 

Fri 25 ANZAC Day Public 

Holiday 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 

ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS   

@ APPS 

Principal Team Report 
The Bush Dance 
The whips cracked, the fiddle and the guitar played in time and the stories 

echoed of kid’s favourites. The audience resplendent in their finest Akubra 

hats and flannel shits, danced in lines and groups, everyone having a great 

time. It was of course our very own APPS version of the great Aussie ‘Bush 

Dance’, and we hope you enjoyed this community event in 2025, it’s one of 

my personal favourites.  
Bringing the community together 

is an important part of primary 

school life as we want our 

families to feel welcome and 

connected. Events such as these 

are an opportunity get to know 

others in our school community 

and a chance for our students to 

socialise out of school hours, 

which they all love to do. With a 

magnificent night of sunshine 

and a nice breeze, this year’s 

bush dance was rip-roaring 

success and if you made it along, thanks for coming. 

Heartfelt thanks to our Parents and Friends who took care of the sausage sizzle 

and drink sales and a big shout out to Miss Hayes who organised our favourite 

bush band, Blackberry Jam, to come along and provide the entertainment. 

Thanks to our wonderful teaching staff who attended and circulated 

throughout the night. It was a resounding success for 2025. 

Performance Assembly #1 

It was a busy week at APPS and on Thursday we enjoyed a fantastic 

performance assembly with entertainment provided by our Foundation and 

Grade 1 students. Mrs Kennedy organised some fun songs for our students as 

they showcased their singing and skills in playing a set rhythm. Judging by the 

performances I would say our student’s skill development with the non-tuned 

percussion and playing patterns of notes is progressing beautifully. The 

Foundies were great in their very first performance with big smiles and fun 

singing. Many thanks to our students and Mrs Kennedy for these 

performances, it was an enjoyable assembly. Thanks to the parents and 

carers who also came along, we appreciate it.  

Working Bee 

Another big shout out to the working bee crew who came along on Saturday 

1st March to support this community initiative. These working bees are an 

excellent support to APPS and help us to keep our school environment safe 

and well maintained. One of the priority jobs this time was to move 4m3 of 

triple washed sand into the Ga Ga pit. Our students are very happy with the 

improved playing surface for Ga Ga and say the games are much faster. 

There was also some planting of new trees and shrubs as we continue to 

beautify the school, along with gardening, edging of grassed areas and lots 

of general clean up. Thanks to Laura 

and Justin from the PFA who 

coordinate working bees, it’s greatly 

appreciated.  

 

DUE BEFORE DATES: 
 

Fri 28 Feb – Swimming $85 

 

Fri 7 Mar - G5-6 2025 Camp 

Balance Due 

 

Fri 21 Mar  

Book Club Issue 2 LOOP Orders 

close 

 

G1-2 Incursion $27.00 

 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE 
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School Saving Bonus 

In recent days the general office and admin team has been swamped with managing the SSB and we need 

to slow the pace. It’s a great initiative to support school families, but with so many requests coming in it has 

been difficult to get on top of them. The SSB is a once only grant for 2025 and schools are managing it well 

but there are no extra resources for admin teams to do this work. Considering this, we ask for your patience, 

rest assured the funds will remain in your accounts at school and do not expire, so there is no great urgency 

to spend the funds at any given time.   It would help if we can keep the uniform orders to items needed as 

our shop is struggling to keep up with orders of multiple items all at once.  

Safety Week 

Week 5 of each Term is ‘Safety Week’ at Amsleigh Park and during this time we focus on 

supporting our safety routines and practices. At our most recent safety week we did a 

successful evacuation drill, so we are well prepared in case of any emergency. During 

safety week we also focus on other safety considerations such as occupational health 

and safety, personal safety teaching for students and general school safety.  

Public Holiday – Long Weekend  
We hope you all enjoy the long weekend, and the extra day is a chance for some family time. The weather 

forecast looks great, thankfully the warm days are not done yet. We will see students back at school on 

Tuesday.  

Assemblies and Newsletters 

We have a new routine in 2025 with the change to fortnightly Friday assemblies. There is no Friday assembly 

this week. The fortnightly newsletter is distributed in the non-assembly week so the routine should become 

more familiar over time. I gave the newsletter a good plug at the performance assembly as this is a great way 

to keep up with school life. We go to a lot of effort to produce a quality newsletter. If you do have any 

feedback about the newsletter, please let us know, as we always welcome new ideas or suggestions for 

improvement.   

NAPLAN 

Our Grade 3s and 5s will be sitting their annual NAPLAN tests next week, which are now conducted online. 

The way NAPLAN is reported to parents changed in 2023. Instead of the old 10 band system used previously, 

students will now receive one of 4 ratings for each test area. The new ratings are: 

• Exceeding – A child has met the proficiency standard 

• Strong – A child has met the proficiency standard 

• Developing – A child has not met the proficiency standard 

• Needs additional support - A child has not met the proficiency standard 

The new standards are designed to provide a clearer understanding of your child’s achievement levels. A 

result in strong or exceeding shows that a child is achieving at/or above the expected standard for their age 

level.  

As is always the case at Amsleigh Park, we use the information from NAPLAN and our testing to inform planning 

and then cater to the point of need of each of our students. The NAPLAN tests will provide information as to 

what areas our Year 3 and 5 students need to focus on next. NAPLAN provides each student with a snapshot 

of their learning and this information is cross referenced with school-based assessments to provide a rounded 

view of each child’s progress. NAPLAN results should be received in Term 2.  

Parental Communication Policy  

At Amsleigh Park PS we are committed to effective communication and ensuring that opportunities exist for 

parents to raise any concerns and ask questions related to their child's education, wellbeing and progress.  

Typically, parents will need to make an appointment to meet with their child’s teacher, especially if the matter 

needs an in-depth discussion.  A meeting such as this is best done at a mutually convenient time, where there 

is enough time to have a proper discussion. Please contact the teacher via XUNO or email if you wish to make 

an appointment with them.  

Before school is not a convenient time to contact teachers as they are usually making final preparations for 

teaching. A brief message is usually Ok before school, so long as a lengthy discussion is not required. After 

school is the best time and our teachers will endeavour to fit this in around our 

regular meetings, which are held on Mondays and Wednesdays. If anyone has 

any questions about this policy, which was developed and approved by the 

School Council, please contact me. The parent communication policy can also 

be accessed from our website. www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au   

 

 

 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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School Promotion 

Each year we conduct a range of promotional activities so prospective families find out about our school. 

Being hidden away in Oakleigh East is great, but it also means that some families do not even know we are 

here, even after we have placed materials at all local pre-schools and childcare centres. 

One thing we do know is that ‘word of mouth’ is one of the best forms of promotion, and a 

positive word often brings families along for a look. If anyone asks, encourage them to come 

along for a tour, and they can see all the great things that are happening. If you are still 

involved in local pre-schools or childcare, please encourage other local families to visit 

Amsleigh Park for a tour.  We started tours this week for 2026 enrolments.  

The Foundation Enrolment Process for 2026 
In 2023 the Department of Education introduced a new process for Foundation (Prep) enrolment that 

included a timeline to follow. Having a set date for enrolment works very well and this was an effective 

change and provided schools with more certainty earlier in the school year.  

IN 2024 the Department of Education took this a step further with the introduction of a new online system for 

enrolment applications.  Families now make all enrolment applications 

using an online portal. Basically, just set up an account and then enter 

your child’s name, residential address and then choose Amsleigh Park 

as your first choice for enrolment. The process worked well in 2024 and 

continues in 2025. Further information available here enrolling in 

Foundation (Prep). 

Bullying Prevention 
Amsleigh Park PS is a harmonious school most of the time, but as we know children can sometimes make poor 

choices. On occasion we are called upon to manage ‘bullying’ type behaviours, although we find they are 

not always bullying in the truest sense.  

Being subjected to anti-social behaviours from another student can be distressing, and it becomes bullying 

when the behaviours show a repeated pattern (more than a one off). Usually there is also a power imbalance 

between the individuals, with one person using this power to hurt (physical, verbal, exclusion) the other. Often 

this kind of behaviour is covert (kept secret), so it is not always obvious or easy to see. For detailed information 

about our bullying prevention policy please access it from our website under the Governance TAB. 

www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 

At our school ‘bullying behaviours’ are not acceptable, and we work hard to maintain an environment in 

which children know and understand this.  We focus on prevention rather than reaction and our school follows 

‘School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS). One of our primary goals of SWPBS is to teach children to 

behave in a positive manner by teaching them what the expected behaviours look like and why they are 

important. All our expected behaviours follow our school values of respect, 

inclusion, resilience, integrity and motivation.  We call these the ‘universal 

behaviours’, and most children follow them well. In addition to this we also 

explicitly teach other important social skills through the Resilience Project, 

Daniel Morcombe personal safety program and the Zones of Regulation.  

If parents are worried about any persistent behaviours directed towards 

your child, please discuss this with your child’s teacher as a first step. It helps 

to be aware that it takes some time to investigate the situation properly 

and during that time we ask for your patience whilst we get a clear 

understanding. Rest assured the matter will not be closed until we have a 

plan in place that addresses the situation. Our aim will always be to 

maintain the safety and wellbeing of our students and bullying or other 

distressing behaviours will not be tolerated.  

And finally… 

Time is ticking away quickly, and the Term is moving towards the final weeks. Our students are doing a 

wonderful job with their learning and the classrooms are settled. Our Foundies are now settling into the routines 

of school life well and we are so pleased with their progress. Well done to everyone, it’s a credit to students 

and all their wonderful teachers and support staff.  

Until next time,  

Michael Cormick    Bec Carr 

Principal              Assistant Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep
https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep
http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE ADMIN TEAM… 

 

Family Accounts 
 

Please regularly check your Xuno account for any fees or events that require payment and or approval.  A 

reminder that unallocated CSEF, receipts or credit notes from your family account can be used to pay for 

events. Credit note amounts are shown with a negative symbol, -$10.00 on your family statement. If you would 

like a copy of your current account statement, please email the office.  

 

Student Medications 
 

A reminder that a Medical Action Plan, completed by a doctor, must be provided for any student medication 

(e.g. Ventolin, Epi Pens, severe allergy medication) stored at the school office.   

We cannot store or administer any medication without an Action Plan containing instructions from a doctor. 

Parents are required to provide up to date Action Plans and inform the school office of any changes to a 

student’s medical condition / action plan.  

This does not however, include occasional antibiotics. Wherever possible, parents should request antibiotic 

prescriptions that can be taken at home, ie Antibiotics that are required 3 times per day can be taken at 

home in the morning, on return from school and again at bedtime. For students that do require antibiotics at 

school, a parent must complete a medication authority form when handing medication into the office.  

All medication, including over the counter types, must be stored securely at the office for the safety of all 

students. It is recommended that students with hay fever etc. take their medication at home before school. 

 

Absences / Late Arrivals 
 

A reminder that all absences should be reported via Xuno. This ensures that Admin staff, who process all 

attendance data, including late arrivals and early exits, are receiving the attendance information in the first 

instance. Teachers are notified of the absence/late arrival during this process. If you wish to pass on any further 

information to teachers, please send them an additional email.  Parents are responsible for addressing and 

updating their child’s Unexplained Absences in Xuno.  Please regularly check your child’s attendance data 

and update as required. If unable to report via Xuno, absences can also be advised by emailing the General 

Office or phoning the school and selecting “1” when prompted to leave an absence message.   

 

Students arriving late to school must be first signed in at the office by a parent before going to class.  

Parents should complete the sign in register, fill out a “Late Slip” and hand this to their child who will proceed 

on their own to their classroom and give the late slip to the teacher.  

 

School Emails – Check the email address you are sending / replying to 
 

When contacting classroom teachers, or responding to their emails via Xuno, remember to double check the 

‘To’ address.   

Many emails meant for classroom teachers are arriving in the Amsleigh Park PS inbox, along with a huge 

number of other daily external emails.  

Replying to the school inbox may delay your communication being received by the classroom teacher in a 

timely manner and creates extra work for Admin staff. 

When responding to a teacher’s email, please refer to their email address that appears within their message 

and copy & paste that address into the address field. 

 

Thank you,                               

    

Karen Hogan 

Business Manager 
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SCHOOL SAVING BONUS (SSB) 

 

Families wishing to use their School Saving Bonus for camp, excursions/incursions, activities must take the 

following steps: - 

 

1. Reallocate your School Saving Bonus from the default “Textbooks/Uniforms” in the School Saving 

Bonus portal to "School Activities" It is recommended that the whole $400 is reallocated in one 

transaction by parents of students going to camp this year. This will decrease the number of 

processes required by parents and also Admin staff. 

2. Email the school inbox (amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au) with the subject header "USE my 

SSB - Child's name & Grade – Activity name & total amount.  

Example - USE my SSB – John Smith 6C – G5-6 Summer Sport $24 

We will cross check this with reports that flow through from the SSB Portal to us and then process this 

allocation manually on your behalf.  

 

Link to SSB Parent Portal: https://www.schoolsavingbonus.vic.gov.au/s/  

School Saving Bonus (SSB) Frequently Asked Questions: 

• Can I use the SSB to purchase stationary/book packs? 

No. The SSB cannot be used to purchase Book Packs/Book List Items. The Department of Education has 

included Textbooks only as allowable purchases using the SSB from authorised suppliers. Amsleigh Park PS 

students do not require any textbooks. 

 

•  Do I need to allocate money to uniforms in the SSB Portal? 

No, because we have a school run onsite uniform shop. Parents will need to complete a Green SSB uniform 

order form and submit it to the school office for all uniform items. Admin staff will process then forward the 

order to the uniform shop for picking and packing. Orders will be sent to the child’s classroom unless 

alternative collection is requested. 

 

•  Can I take uniforms on the day if I want to use the SSB? 

No. You will need to submit a Green SSB uniform order form to the office for processing by Admin Staff. Once 

processed the order will be given to the Uniform Shop. Orders may take a week, or longer to be filled 

depending on processing times, submission day of the order form and stock availability. 

 

•  Can I only use the SSB on uniform purchases before June 30, 2025? 

Yes. After June 30, 2025, the SSB money will automatically be allocated to school activities. 

 

•  Will I need to put the voucher code into the portal to re-allocate the SSB to activities? 

Yes – For parents with students who will be attending camp in 2025, please allocate the whole amount of the 

SSB ($400) in one transaction to “School Activities” 

 

•  Do I need to tell the school when I want to use the SSB for activities (i.e. camps, sports, excursions, 

incursions, swimming)? 

Yes. Each time you wish to use the SSB for payment of a school activity, you will need to advise the school via 

email (amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au) to let us know which activity you wish to use this SSB money 

for.  See information above regarding the subject header. Approval will still be required for the event in the 

Xuno App. 

 

•  Does the SSB money expire if I don’t use it all in 2025? 

No. The money will carry over to the following year 

 

•  Is the SSB only able to be used for each individual sibling? 

No. The SSB is allocated to the family and can be used for any student in the immediate family 

 

mailto:amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www.schoolsavingbonus.vic.gov.au/s/
mailto:amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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APPS - ACTIVITY & EVENT PAYMENT OPTIONS 
QUICK FACT SHEET 

 

School Saving Bonus (SSB) Payments  

 Families wishing to use their SSB to pay for events must take the following steps:  

1. Parent/Guardian must approve attendance/participation for offsite events in Xuno. (Incursions 
do not require approval/permission as the students are not leaving the school grounds) 

2. Parent/Guardian to ensure the total cost of the event has been reallocated in the School 
Saving Bonus Parent Portal from the default allocation of “Textbooks/Uniforms” to "School 
Activities"  

3. Parent/Guardian must email the General Office with the subject header "USE my SSB - Child's 
name & Grade - Activity Name and total amount        

Example - USE my SSB – John Smith 6C – 5-6 Summer Sport $24 

 

We will cross check this with reports that flow through from the SSB Portal to us and then process this 
allocation manually on your behalf. Reallocations can take from 3-5 days to reach our system. Please 
ensure you have allowed for this processing time. Thank you.  
 
Link to SSB Parent Portal: https://www.schoolsavingbonus.vic.gov.au/s/ 

 

Other Payment Options (Non SSB)  

Payment can be made by Credit Card online via XUNO for most events  

OR 

If you wish to use unallocated CSEF or a Credit note from your family account to pay for this event, 
please email the General Office requesting this.  Email:  amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

Incorrect payment methods made by parents, eg, Credit card instead of School Savings Bonus 
and vice versa cannot be refunded/re-processed. 

 

 

https://www.schoolsavingbonus.vic.gov.au/s/
mailto:amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 

 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 1 2025  
Wednesday afternoons 3:00pm – 3:45pm   

 

Pay by Credit/Debit Card at the Uniform Shop  
 

Orders for new Uniform items can be emailed to the general office if unable to attend in person on Wednesday 
afternoons. – credit/debit card payments only 

  

Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send as a PDF to 
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

 
Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 

 
School Savings Bonus (SSB) Uniform Orders – Complete a Green SSB order form and drop into the office. Order 

will be processed by Admin Staff and then forwarded to our uniform shop for picking and packing. This may 
take up to a week, or longer depending on processing times, order form submission day and stock availability. 

 
In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, together with the original packing 

slip that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct size required. 
 

A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is available on our website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 
 
Lemonia Spindzos 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator                   

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS & LOST PROPERTY 
 

 

Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.  

Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.   

We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families experiencing 

financial hardship should be made at the General Office. 

 

As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on availability of 

items. If you have any items that you are happy to donate back to the school, please drop them into 

the general office. Please ensure that items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed 

prior to returning them to school.  Thank you 

 

LOST PROPERTY – Sadly, there are many items in our lost property area in the canteen foyer. Named items 

are returned to class rooms by our wonderful volunteer helpers. Un-named items will be disposed of at the 

end of each term if not collected. Please ensure all of your child’s belongings are clearly named and you 

regularly check the Lost Property area if you are missing any items.  

Thank you, 

 

Admin Team 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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Information for families 

 
 March 2025 – We still have a number of families with incomplete or incorrect contact 

and/or emergency contact details   
 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR FAMILY DETAILS IN XUNO & UPDATE IF NECESSARY.  

Thank you  
 

Amsleigh Park uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families, including newsletter 

distribution, absence notifications, student reports, communication with your child’s teacher, 

messages and reminders, event approvals and online payments.  

Xuno is a web-based school management program that has a website portal for use in a browser 

and an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.  

It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their child/ren’s school life 

and all things happening at Amsleigh Park.  

Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed through Xuno.  

Parents can use Xuno to notify the school of any address/contact detail changes, absences, late 

arrivals, upcoming family holidays etc. 

For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from Xuno (please 

check your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with information on how to create your 

Xuno account. Please follow the instructions and links in the email to create a Xuno account and 

password.   

As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed up so they 

are aware of school information and events and can easily inform the school of their child’s 

absences and any changes to family or emergency contact details.  

Please contact the office if you require a Xuno welcome email to be resent or a password reset. 

Thank you, 

Amsleigh Admin Team 
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Keyboard / Piano Lessons conducted at APPS by Jared, formerly Excel Music  
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