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DIARY DATES 
 

JUNE 2025 
  

Thu 19 PFA School Disco 

F-2 5:15pm -6:45pm 

G3-6 7pm - 8:30pm 

 

Fri 20 G5-6 Winter Gala Day 

 

Fri 20 School Assembly 

 

Mon 23 - Wed 25  

G3-4 Camp Manyung 

 

JULY 2025 
 

Wed 2 VSSS Hub Rehearsal 

 

Parent  Teacher Interviews 

 

Thu 3 Performance Assembly 

 

Fri 4 LAST DAY T2 – Early finish 

2:30pm 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 

ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS   

@ APPS 

        Principal Team Report 

The Ice Bucket Challenge  

The Big Freeze has become a popular and well supported event in the AFL 

calendar in support of research into a cure for motor neurone disease. (MND) 

For anyone who hasn’t seen it, a range of famous people are selected every 

year to slide down into an ice water filled pool raising money for this deserving 

cause. You would also likely see the very popular ‘beanies’ sold to raise funds 

with many students wearing them at school.  This year our SRC were inspired 

to undertake a local fund-raising event for this cause and for every $100 raised 

challenged a staff member to step up and be iced. I’m so proud to say that 

in the end we had more than 20 staff step forward to participate and to be 

honest I was staggered by this. I’m not sure I would see 

this kind of support in every school and it’s a credit to 

our staff who are willing to support an important cause 

such as this. It’s not a fun experience to have a bucket 

of ice-cold water poured over you but it does 

symbolise that some things are just more important 

than a few moments of discomfort. Our school raised 

$2700 for this cause, and I thank our SRC Captains Issy 

and Theo, all the SRC class reps, Mrs Maley-Hutt and 

Miss Kirton for organising and running the event.  #proudprincipalmoment 

German Language Event  

This week a group of Grade 4 &5 and our Grade 2 students participated in a 

special language leadership morning being run through the Victorian 

Enrichment Series. This event facilitated by teachers from Language Teachers 

Victoria taught the older students how to be language leaders and our 

Grade 2s were their target audience. It was an engaging session, and our 

students enjoyed this experience and benefitted from the opportunity in 

learning how to be leaders of learning. It opens new possibilities for students 

who were encouraged to consider how they could use their new skills and 

knowledge to continue to work on their language skills. The teachers in 

attendance were certainly impressed by the session and the quality of the 

teaching. Many thanks to Frau Salles who applied for this opportunity on 

behalf of our school and organised for it to happen.  

Disco Night 

Next Thursday 19th June our students will be looking forward to the annual 

School Disco night. Organised and run by the Amsleigh Parents and Friends 

Association, this event is always a highlight for our students. We hope that they 

have a great time. I would like to express sincere thanks to the PFA for 

organising this event, we really appreciate it. Thanks in advance to the many 

parents who will also be in attendance.  

Grade 3-4 Camp 2025 

Preparations for our Grade 3-4 Camp in 2025 are now well advanced with the 

camp due to be held from Monday 23rd to Wednesday 25th June. This year 

we head to Camp Manyung in Mount Eliza which is a long-time favourite at 

APPS and we have been many times before. Run by the YMCA, it offers an 

excellent camping experience for students and staff with activities including 

the Flying Fox, Tree Rolling, archery, orienteering and bush craft. The 

experience is designed to build independence in a highly supported 

environment and is lots of fun for all.  

 

DUE BEFORE DATES: 
 

JUNE 

Fri 20 Book Club Issue 4 LOOP 

Orders Close  

 

 

JULY 

Fri 4 CSEF Applications Close 

 

 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE 



 

 

THE AMSLEIGH BUZZ 

 
Student Achievement Reports and Parent/Carer Teacher interviews  

Teachers have recently been working on the mid-year student achievement reports. As part of 

this process, students have been completing various assessment tasks, and it has been 

wonderful to celebrate the progress our students have made in their learning. The mid-year 

reports will be distributed to families on Tuesday 1st July, via Xuno. 

An important part of Amsleigh Park’s process in reporting achievement to parents and carers, 

is the Parent Teacher interviews. These interviews will be held at Amsleigh Park, on the afternoon 

and evening of Wednesday 2nd July and allow for further discussion and questions regarding 

your child’s written report. It is a time to share successes and future goals regarding your child. We encourage 

all parents and carers to attend. Bookings for Parent/Carer/Teacher interviews will open 23rd June at 10am, 

via Xuno. Further information to follow. 

Synthetic Phonics Mandated Across Victoria 

In 2024 the Minister for Education, Ben Carroll, announced that all government schools in Victoria are 

mandated to undertake the teaching of synthetic phonics in Foundation to Grade 2. This direction was 

initiated due to the compelling evidence showing that this approach is highly effective in the teaching of 

reading and spelling. We are pleased to say that at Amsleigh Park we recognised this a long time ago and in 

fact started our journey with this around 2016, gradually adopting teaching practices in the teaching of 

phonics ever since then. Four years ago, we formally adopted ‘Sounds Write’ as our core approach and have 

made sure that all classroom teachers are trained as ‘Sounds Write Practitioners.’ To be an accredited 

practitioner a teacher needs to complete an intensive course (50+ hours) of training. All our new staff in 2025 

have just completed their training and I would like to acknowledge and thank them for their commitment to 

this important learning. We have invested significant financial resources in this professional learning and in 

purchasing of decodable readers required to support this approach. As a result of both our foresight and 

investment, our students are already benefitting from this instructional approach, and we are well ahead of 

the curve.  It’s not often we ‘toot’ our own horns but I think that credit should be given where it’s due. In this 

instance the credit goes to our teaching staff who have embraced this change and to Miss Barker who has 

led this work. Change takes a lot of time and effort, and we have been highly successful in the way we have 

approached this. We now take the mindset that ‘when you know better, you do better,’ and apply this same 

lens to all areas of our teaching.  

Enrolments 2025 

This term we have been super busy with running tours of Amsleigh Park for prospective parents. Interest in our 

school is very healthy, and we often get good feedback from visitors who like our caring and friendly 

environment. We are currently taking Foundation enrolments for 2026. If your child has a younger sibling due 

to start school in 2026, please see https://students.educationapps.vic.gov.au/s/ to complete a digital 

enrolment application. Families need to submit their enrolments application before the end of Term 2. We 

look forward to getting to know our 2026 Foundation students through the Foundation transition program in 

Term 4. 

What’s Happening in our Buildings and Grounds 

We have a wonderful school campus, generous in size and with outstanding learning spaces and 

playgrounds. Keeping it all in good order keeps us busy and in recent times we have achieved the following: 

- New shade sails installed over the Grade 3-6 playground.  

- The annual audit of our trees was completed, and work done to remove or prune any trees considered 

unsafe.  

- Currently, a new kitchen is being installed in the ‘Out of School Hours Care’ building otherwise known 

as ‘The Shack.’ This upgrade brings this facility into line with the expectations of the Monash Council.  

- Work is needed on some of the older parts of our sewer waste lines as some of this is 95+ years old and 

has been damaged by tree roots. We have temporarily closed our outside toilets so the sewer can 

continue to operate until works can be completed.  

- Our adventure playgrounds have been audited to ensure they are in good working order.  

Always lots to do in this area.  

 

Until next time… 

Michael Cormick    Bec Carr 

Principal              Assistant Principal  

 

 

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudents.educationapps.vic.gov.au%2Fs%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMichael.Cormick%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3fd8578c4ba943facbff08dc8c0aea3d%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638539225702746020%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=noTjbNXLLcrxliwOjkpSKGSzHvrsgVfitSgHw6Pikno%3D&reserved=0
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE  

ADMIN TEAM…  

 

CSEF – Do you have a healthcare/pension card? 
Parents - If you currently hold a Centrelink health care or pension card and did not claim CSEF through our 

school last year, please come and see the office team and we can help you to apply for the CSEF payment.  

This is a $154 per child payment to financially assist families with the cost of Camps, Sports Excursions, 

Swimming etc.   

School Emails - Check the email you are replying to 
When contacting classroom teachers or responding to their emails via Xuno, remember to double check 

the ‘To’ address. 

Many emails meant for classroom teachers are arriving in the Amsleigh Park PS inbox, along with a huge 

number of other daily external emails.  

Replying to the school inbox may delay your communication being received by the classroom teacher in 

a timely manner and creates extra work for Admin staff. 

 

Absences/ Late Arrivals 
A reminder that all absences should be reported via Xuno, including any family holidays. 

Parents are responsible for addressing and updating their child’s ‘Unexplained Absences’ in Xuno. 

Students arriving late to school must be first signed in at the office by a parent before going to class.  

Student Medications 
A reminder that a Medical Action Plan, completed by a doctor, must be provided for any student 

medication (e.g. Ventolin, Epi Pens, severe allergy medication) stored at the school office.   

We cannot store or administer any medication without an Action Plan containing instructions from a doctor. 

Parents are responsible to ensure up to date Action Plans and medications are provided to the school  and 

must inform the school office of any changes to a student’s medical condition / action plan.  

All other medication must have a medication authority form completed by a parent at the Office. 

All medication, including over the counter types, must be stored securely at the office for the safety of all 

students. It is recommended that students with hay fever etc. take their medication at home before school. 

 

 

Change of Details Updates 
If you have any details that need to be updated – phone numbers, home address, emergency contacts, 

work details, etc this can all be done via Xuno. 

You need to click Full Xuno > School > Students > Contact Details > Update details 

It will then let you update any of your details and it will notify us of any changes that have been made. This 

is an instant update. 

 
 

Birthday Bucket Bookings / Payments 
A reminder that all bookings for Birthday Buckets must be made with Admin Staff at the office, one week prior 

to your requested date. Payment by credit / debit card can be made in person at the office or over the 

phone.  
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SCHOOL SAVING BONUS (SSB) 

 

Families wishing to use their School Saving Bonus for camp, excursions/incursions, activities must 

take the following steps: - 
 

1. Reallocate your School Saving Bonus from the default “Textbooks/Uniforms” in the School Saving 

Bonus portal to "School Activities" It is recommended that the whole $400 is reallocated in one 

transaction by parents of students going to camp this year. This will decrease the number of 

processes required by parents and also Admin staff. 

2. Select SSB / CSEF in the Xuno payment section of the event and the enter either the SSB Voucher 

Number when prompted or type “CSEF” as the voucher code if selecting CSEF as the payment 

option. 

 

Link to SSB Parent Portal: https://www.schoolsavingbonus.vic.gov.au/s/  

School Saving Bonus (SSB) Frequently Asked Questions: 

• Can I use the SSB to purchase stationary/book packs? 

No. The SSB cannot be used to purchase Book Packs/Book List Items. The Department of Education has 

included Textbooks only as allowable purchases using the SSB from authorised suppliers. Amsleigh Park PS 

students do not require any textbooks. 

 

•  Do I need to allocate money to online uniforms in the SSB Portal? 

No, because we have a school run onsite uniform shop. Parents will only need to complete a Green SSB 

uniform order form (check you have a Term 2 current form) and submit it to the school office for all uniform 

items. Admin staff will process then forward the order to the uniform shop for picking and packing. Orders will 

be sent to the child’s classroom unless an alternative collection point is requested. 

 

•  Can I take uniforms on the day if I want to use the SSB? 

No. You will need to submit a Green SSB uniform order form to the office for processing by Admin Staff. Once 

processe, the order will be given to the Uniform Shop. Orders may take a week, or longer to be filled 

depending on processing times, submission day of the order form and stock availability. 

 

•  Can I only use the SSB on uniform purchases before June 30, 2025? 

Yes. After June 30, 2025, the SSB money will automatically be allocated to school activities. 

 

•  Will I need to put the voucher code into the portal to re-allocate the SSB from uniforms to activities? 

Yes – For parents with students who will be attending camp in 2025, please allocate the whole amount of the 

SSB ($400) in one transaction to “School Activities” 

 

• Can I pay for events/activites in Xuno with SSB for activities  

Yes. Each time you wish to use the SSB for payment of a school activity, you will need to select the SSB 

payment option in Xuno and enter the voucher code.  

 

•  Does the SSB money expire if I don’t use it all in 2025? 

No. The money will carry over to the following year 

 

•  Is the SSB only able to be used for each individual sibling? 

No. The SSB is allocated to the family and can be used for any student in the immediate family 

 
Incorrect payment methods made by parents, eg, Credit card instead of School Savings Bonus 

and vice versa cannot be refunded/re-processed. 
 
 

https://www.schoolsavingbonus.vic.gov.au/s/
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 

 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 2 2025  
Wednesday afternoons 3:00pm – 3:45pm   

 

Pay by Credit/Debit Card at the Uniform Shop  
 

Orders for new Uniform items can be emailed to the general office if unable to attend in person on 
Wednesday afternoons – credit/debit card payments only 

  

Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send as a PDF 
to amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

 
Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 

 
School Savings Bonus (SSB) Uniform Orders – Complete a Green SSB order form and drop into the office. 
Order will be processed by Admin Staff and then forwarded to our uniform shop for picking and packing. 

This may take up to a week, or longer depending on processing times, order form submission day and stock 
availability. 

 
In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, within two weeks of the 

purchase date, together with the original packing slip that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct 
size required. 

 
A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is included in this newsletter and is available on our 

website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 
 
Lemonia Spindzos 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator                   

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS & LOST PROPERTY 
 

 

Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.  

Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.   

We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families experiencing 

financial hardship should be made at the General Office. 

 

As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on availability of 

items. If you have any items that you are happy to donate back to the school, please drop them into 

the general office. Please ensure that items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed 

prior to returning them to school. Thank you.  

 

LOST PROPERTY – Sadly, there are many items in our lost property area in the canteen foyer. Named items 

are returned to class rooms by our wonderful volunteer helpers. Un-named items will be disposed of at the 

end of each term if not collected. Please ensure all of your child’s belongings are clearly named and you 

regularly check the Lost Property area if you are missing any items.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Admin Team 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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Information for families 

 

Could we contact YOU in an emergency? 
 

Unfortunately, we still have a number of families with incomplete or incorrect contact 

and/or emergency contact details. 
 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR FAMILY DETAILS IN XUNO & UPDATE IF NECESSARY.  

Thank you  
 

Amsleigh Park uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families, including newsletter 

distribution, absence notifications, student reports, communication with your child’s teacher, 

messages and reminders, event approvals and online payments.  

Xuno is a web-based school management program that has a website portal for use in a browser and 

an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.  

It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their child/ren’s school life and 

all things happening at Amsleigh Park.  

Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed through Xuno.  

Parents can use Xuno to notify the school of any address/contact detail changes, absences, late 

arrivals, upcoming family holidays etc. 

For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from Xuno (please check 

your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with information on how to create your Xuno account. 

Please follow the instructions and links in the email to create a Xuno account and password.   

As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed up so they are 

aware of school information and events and can easily inform the school of their child’s absences 

and advise us of any changes to family or emergency contact details.  

Please contact the office if you require a Xuno welcome email to be resent or a password reset. 

Thank you, 

Amsleigh Admin Team 
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