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DIARY DATES 
 

DECEMBER 2025 
 

Monday 15th 

Final Assembly 9am 

Carols Night 4:30-6pm 

Smile Squad all week 
 

 

Wednesday 17th 

Smart Start Program 

2026 Foundation Transition 

Session 5 - 9:15 -10:30am 

 

 

FRI 19 - LAST DAY TERM 4  
 

Grade 6 Farewell 1pm 
 

Early Finish @ 1:30pm 

 

 

JANUARY 2026 
 

Wed 28 Term 1 Commences 
 

 
TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 

ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS  @ APPS 

 

The Gratitude Edition for 2026 
Amsleigh Park PS hosts an exceptional school community. Working in 

partnership across our school we find success through our community spirit 

and focussing on the best interests of our students. We do not take the efforts 

of our many supporters for 

granted and want to say a sincere 

thank you to so many helpers in 

2025. The list is long so please join 

with us in acknowledging the 

many contributions that made this 

year such as success.  

 

Our Fantastic Assistant Principal, Miss Bec Carr 
The most heartfelt of thanks to our 

assistant principal, Miss Carr, a truly 

compassionate and talented educator 

who works with dedication in service to 

the Amsleigh Park PS community. 

Always generous and caring, Miss Carr 

is a person of great integrity who makes 

an enormous difference in many aspects our school. Miss Carr is a champion 

of wellbeing and inclusion, making sure that all children can access 

education and learning. It is my great privilege to have a person of her 

qualities working with me in the principal class team. Miss Carr works as acting 

principal one day per week and I am indebted to her for this contribution to 

our school.  

Our Inclusion Leader, Miss Trish Jones  
We are very fortunate to have a range of highly 

effective leaders in our school and Miss Jones is 

exceptional in her role as our inclusion leader. Bringing 

high levels of understanding, care and compassion to 

this role, Miss Jones has been instrumental in supporting 

the implementation of the disability and inclusion 

reforms at Amsleigh Park. It’s complex work and our 

continued success is in no small part due to her 

contribution. Miss Jones is also the acting assistant 

principal once per week and we appreciate her contribution to our team.  

Learning Specialist, Miss Khalia Barker 
Miss Barker is our champion of Literacy and 

works with our teaching and support staff to 

develop highly effective teaching in English. 

During 2025 Miss Barker has worked to lead 

our teachers in further consolidating our 

structured Literacy block which includes the 

teaching of synthetic phonics. This approach 

to the teaching of reading, which we have been working on since around 

2016, is now mandated across the whole state of Victoria, so we are pleased 

to have been an early adopter of this approach. Miss Barker is instrumental in 

this work, and we thank her for her amazing dedication and work ethic. Our 

reading results in 2025 were outstanding and Miss Barker is the driving force 

behind this.  

 

Payment/Permission 

Due Before Dates: 
 

 

Please check Xuno current and 

past events to ensure all 

payments are up to date. 

Thank you. 
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Our Wonderful Teaching Staff 
Our teaching staff are extremely dedicated to our 

students, showing great care and compassion. The work 

undertaken by our teachers is always a high standard 

and we do not take this for granted. It’s inspiring to see 

how they are always willing to go that ‘extra mile’ in 

supporting our students and we are very fortunate to 

have such a caring and committed team of educators. Our staff are committed to continuously improving 

all aspects of learning and education at our school, and they work tirelessly to ensure that all students reach 

their full learning potential. Our teaching staff also includes a highly effective and experienced teacher-

leader team that includes Professional Learning Community Leaders, Mrs Arvanitis, Mrs Wade, Miss Bianco, 

Miss Barker, Specialist Leader, Mrs Kennedy and Numeracy Leader, Miss Renwick. Together our teacher 

leaders make sure we continue to meet the standards we have set for our students. We are indeed most 

fortunate to have a talented and committed teaching staff.  

Education Support Staff 
Going about their important work in the background our Education Support team are 

integral to our success. ES staff work directly in support of students, and their kindness, care 

and support go where it is most needed. Often it is working 1-1 or with small groups of 

students to provide highly targeted and vitally important learning and wellbeing support.  

Our education support team are true heroes for our students and staff and on behalf of 

everyone at our school I want to thank them sincerely for their efforts.  

Administration Team  
At the heart of every great school is a great admin team and we are so fortunate to have 

Karen, Jade and Ali in this team. Ever smiling and helpful our Business Manager, Karen Hogan 

along with our Admin team, Jade Portingale and Ali Wright-Smith are the face of Amsleigh 

Park. As the first point of contact for parents and a key support for our students, our admin 

team is always helpful, caring, and thorough, with an attention to detail. On behalf of our 

community, I want to say sincere thanks to Karen, Jade and Ali for their continuing hard work 

and dedication to our school. We really appreciate it!  

Our Parents, Carers and Guardians 
On behalf of our staff, I want to say a heartful thanks 

to all our parents and carers for your wonderful 

support of APPS in 2025. The partnership between our 

staff and parents/carers is worthy of celebration as it 

is vital we all work together in the best interests of our 

students. Last week we enjoyed a special breakfast 

together with our parents and carers to 

acknowledge their generous support and offer thanks to those who could make it along. If you could not 

make it, please accept our appreciation for your support. 

Every year we say a fond farewell to many parents and carers as their children depart APPS for the final time. 

We would like to let you know that your connection with APPS has been valued and the ongoing partnership 

so important to our success. We hope that you have enjoyed being part of our school and know that your 

contributions have always been appreciated. Our sincere thanks and we wish you every success for the years 

to come.  

APPS Parents and Friends 

Another champion of APPS is our Parents and Friends Association. Our PFA 

brings a lot of fun to our community by organising a range of events for 

students, parents and staff.   In 2025 the PFA was once again instrumental in 

their support of the school production which has taken this event to a new 

level. The valued and generous support of the PFA also reduce teacher 

workload and stress as they take care of the costuming and lots of other 

aspects.   

Our PFA encourages many connections across our school and gives parents 

and carers the chance to get involved in and support their child’s education. 

Sincere thanks to Justin Scott, PFA president and Suzi Ikin, PFA secretary, for being the executive members of 

the committee. Thanks to everyone who has been involved with a special shout out to Megan Gaskin and 

Anelise Scott who have always been generous in their support and time.  

The working bee crew also deserve our thanks so a big shout out to Laura Harrison and Justin Scott, the driving 

force behind the community working bee program. Having a working bee is so important as it helps us to 

manage our wonderful but very large campus.   
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Student Leaders 

We have such amazing students across our school and the student leaders for 2025 has 

been a shining example of this. Our student leadership group has done a fantastic job, 

acting as great role models for all other students. Setting a wonderful tone for our school, 

they have been excellent ambassadors for our school and when given the chance, they 

have set a great example and a very high standard of student leadership for all others to 

follow! A big shout out to the School Captains, Lili and Ben, who have excelled as school 

captains. I love the calm and confident way they go about their role. Well done to all our 

Grade 6’s for being an excellent group and wonderful buddies to their Foundation friends.  

Our Wonderful Library  
At school tours I often remark that the school library is one of my 

favourite spaces. There is something magical in books and our 

students love to visit and browse the collection. Our Library is 

beautifully presented, generous in size and nicely furnished and 

so important in building positive reading habits. Our library book 

collection continues to grow steadily as our expert Librarian, 

Martin, adds to the collection. One of the highlights for 2025 is the growth of our graphic novel collection, 

which is exceptional. It’s a credit to Martin, who brings great enthusiasm and fun to his role. Many thanks to 

Martin for his ongoing dedication to our Library.  

Team Kids 
In 2025 we welcomed Team Kids to APPS to provide all important out of school hours care. 

Team Kids have brought a new standard to APPS through their well organised model of 

care. Like any change it has taken time to get things running smoothly but things are now 

going along nicely. In 2025 we updated the kitchen in the out of school hours care building 

(sometimes called the Shack) and it was a great improvement. I want to thank the TK staff, 

Ana and Stasi, for working hard to establish this program and we look forward to our 

continued association in 2026.  

The Uniform Shop 
Having an on-site and non-profit uniform shop is a huge advantage to our whole 

school community and we are indebted to Lemo Spindzos who took over this 

role in 2025. Without the support of our parent coordinator, Lemo, we simply 

would not be able to run our shop.  As a not-for-profit shop we keep the price 

of uniforms to a wholesale level, with the convenience of having a shop on-site. 

In this age of outsourcing, many schools no longer provide this kind of service, 

so it does set us apart. It might not always seem like a big deal, but I can assure 

you it’s much better than having to go to the retail shops where you will pay a 

premium for the same items. Many thanks to Lemo and the helpers who have 

joined her along the way, including Amy Rajpal, we appreciate your support.  

The Breakfast Club 
Our newly formed breakfast club is going along beautifully and each week we 

have a large group of students who come along to enjoy a healthy breakfast or 

extra snack before school. The food is only one part of this program which is also 

designed to encourage students to form connections and friendships. We are 

very grateful to Shehara and Charis, our breakfast club coordinators, who have 

generously given time on Tuesday mornings to run the program. A sincere thanks 

to them and the volunteers who come along to assist. it’s a great initiative and 

we really appreciate it.    

 

School Council 
Scholl governance is something that happens behind the scenes and it is vitally 

important that we have a high functioning school council to oversee this. I want to say 

a sincere thanks to all our councillors who give generously of their time to school 

governance, with special thanks to President, Ana Meyborg, Treasurer, Steve Ikin and 

Vice President, Kylie Champion. With oversight for the Child Safe Standards, finances, 

policies, facilities and out of school hours care, our council plays a vital role to make sure 

we operate according to the Education Act. Thanks for being part of a cohesive 

partnership where all members are totally focussed on the common good of the school. A job very well done 

on behalf of our school community. I want to say special thanks to Ana Meyborg in 2025 who has been a 

school councillor for many years. As our school council president for the past 5 years Ana has been a steady 

This Photo by Unknown 

https://www.dailyclipart.net/clipart/holiday-thanks-clip-art/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
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hand in this role. The SC President has an important role to play, and Ana has been a key supporter of APPS 

in this role for many years. Our sincere thanks to Ana for her commitment to our school council.  

Thanks, and more thanks…. 
Thanks Liam and Nicky Shaw who have been looking after the Birthday buckets, along 

with our student helpers. They are more popular than ever.  

In a school environment there are always so many people to thank and acknowledge, 

and we hope that we have covered everyone. There are so many things that happen, 

both big and small, and some might go unnoticed. We hope that you get the personal 

satisfaction of knowing that you made a difference for our students and staff, after all 

that’s what we are all here for. 

 

 

 

From Miss Carr… 

Thank you! 
A sincere thank you to all the parents, carers and community 

members who have helped with the huge variety of activities 

and events throughout 2025! What a lucky bunch of students 

we have, to have so many extracurricular opportunities offered 

to them each year. Many of these would not be possible without 

the hard work and assistance of our wonderful families. We truly 

value and appreciate your help and support! I have really 

enjoyed working with the Amsleigh community this year and I 

look forward to working with everyone again next year! I’d like 

to wish everyone a relaxing, happy and safe Christmas and New 

Year! See you in 2026! 

Lost Property 
Please pop in at lost property in the gym foyer before the end of the year and check if 

any of your child’s belongings are there. There is a large amount of unnamed property 

to be claimed. 

 

Allied Health – Speech and Occupational Therapy 

From time to time, we are asked by families seeking services, if we know of 

any local Speech and/or Occupational therapists that may have availability 

for their children. We have been informed by local allied health clinic, Kids 

Connect Therapy, that they will have availability in 2026 for both Speech and 

Occupational Therapy. For a few days each week, Kids Connect Therapy 

sees children onsite here at Amsleigh Park PS. They see some children 

supported through NDIS funding, and others privately, or through a CDM plan 

from a doctor. For further information, or to make a booking, please contact 

Kids Connect Therapy on 03 9807 1114.  
 

Reminders…. 

- Monday is our final assembly starting at 9.00am 

- Reports go out on Tuesday along with class placements for 2026  
- Class Orientation 2026 with new teachers on Wednesday  

- Grade 6 Farewell on Friday at 1.00pm  

- School finishes at 1.30pm on Friday 😊  

 

Until next time… 

 

Michael Cormick    Bec Carr 

Principal              Assistant Principal  
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE  

ADMIN TEAM…  

  

School Emails - Check the email you are replying to 
When contacting classroom teachers or responding to their emails via Xuno, remember to double check 

the ‘To’ address. 

Many emails meant for classroom teachers are arriving in the Amsleigh Park PS inbox, along with a huge 

number of other daily external emails.  

Replying to the school inbox may delay your communication being received by the classroom teacher in 

a timely manner and creates extra work for Admin staff. 

 

Absences/ Late Arrivals 
A reminder that all absences should be reported via Xuno, including any family holidays. 

Parents are responsible for addressing and updating their child’s ‘Unexplained Absences’ in Xuno. 

 

Students arriving late to school must be first signed in at the office by a parent before going to class.  

Student Medications 
A reminder that a Medical Action Plan, completed by a doctor, must be provided for any student 

medication (e.g. Ventolin, Epi Pens, severe allergy medication) stored at the school office.   

We cannot store or administer any medication without an Action Plan containing instructions from a doctor. 

Parents are responsible to ensure up to date Action Plans and medications are provided to the school  and 

must inform the school office of any changes to a student’s medical condition / action plan.  

All other medication must have a medication authority form completed by a parent at the Office. 

 

All medication, including over the counter types, must be signed in by a parent and stored securely at the 

office for the safety of all students. 

 It is recommended that students with hay fever etc. take their medication at home before school. 

 

 

Change of Details Updates 
If you have any details that need to be updated – phone numbers, home address, emergency contacts, 

work details, etc this can all be done via Xuno. 

 

You need to click Full Xuno > School > Students > Contact Details > Update details 

It will then let you update any of your details and notifies us of any changes that have been made. Admin 

Staff will then update the school’s data base which in turn flows through to Xuno. 

 
 

Birthday Bucket Bookings / Payments 
A reminder that all bookings for Birthday Buckets must be made with Admin Staff at the office, one week 

prior to your requested date. Please do not contact PFA members directly to make bookings as the Booking 

Diary is kept at the General Office. Payment by credit / debit card only can be made in person at the office 

or over the phone.  
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 

 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 4 2025  
Wednesday afternoons 3:00pm – 3:45pm   

 

Pay by Credit/Debit Card at the Uniform Shop  
 

Orders for new Uniform items can be emailed to the general office if unable to attend in person on Wednesday 
afternoons – credit/debit card payments only 

  

Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send as a PDF to 
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

 
Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 

 
 

 

In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, within two weeks of the 
purchase date, together with the original packing slip that includes the child’s name, grade and the 

correct size required. 
 

A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is included in this newsletter and is available on our 
website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 

 
Lemonia Spindzos 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator                   

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS & LOST PROPERTY 
 

 

Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.  

Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.   

We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families experiencing 

financial hardship should be made at the General Office. 

 

As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on availability of 

items. If you have any approved uniform items that you are happy to donate back to the school, please 

drop them into the general office. Please do not send non uniform items back to school and 
ensure that donated items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed prior to returning 

them to school. Thank you.  

 

LOST PROPERTY – Sadly, there are many items in our lost property area in the canteen foyer. Named items 

are returned to class rooms by our wonderful volunteer helpers. Un-named items will be disposed of at the 

end of each term if not collected. Please ensure all of your child’s belongings are clearly named and you 

regularly check the Lost Property area if you are missing any items.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Admin Team 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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Information for families 

 

Could we contact YOU in an emergency? 
 

Unfortunately, we still have a number of families with incomplete or incorrect contact 

and/or emergency contact details. 
 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR FAMILY DETAILS IN XUNO & UPDATE IF NECESSARY.  

Thank you  
 

Amsleigh Park uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families, including newsletter 

distribution, absence notifications, student reports, communication with your child’s teacher, 

messages and reminders, event approvals and online payments.  

Xuno is a web-based school management program that has a website portal for use in a browser and 

an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.  

It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their child/ren’s school life and 

all things happening at Amsleigh Park.  

Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed through Xuno.  

Parents can use Xuno to notify the school of any address/contact detail changes, absences, late 

arrivals, upcoming family holidays etc. 

For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from Xuno (please check 

your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with information on how to create your Xuno account. 

Please follow the instructions and links in the email to create a Xuno account and password.   

As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed up so they are 

aware of school information and events and can easily inform the school of their child’s absences 

and advise us of any changes to family or emergency contact details.  

Please contact the office if you require a Xuno welcome email to be resent or a password reset. 

Thank you, 

Amsleigh Admin Team 
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A reminder that all bookings for Birthday Buckets must be made with Admin Staff at the office, one week prior 

to your requested date. Please do not contact PFA members directly to make bookings as the Booking Diary 

is kept at the General Office. Only one birthday bucket per grade per day is permitted.  

Payment can only be made by credit / debit card, either in person at the General Office or over the phone.  
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