
 

17 State Street, Oakleigh East, 3166  Phone (03) 9544 1553    

www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au   amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au              

  Term 1 2026               Issue 4               Week  7                   March 13,  2026 

DIARY DATES 
 

MARCH 2026 
 

Wed 11 – 20 Naplan Testing 

 

Fri 13 Rescheduled G5/6 ISS  

Depart 12:15pm 

 

Fri 20 G5/6 Sport Summer 

Gala Day 
 

Mon 23 March -Thu 2 April 

Whole School Swimming 
 

APRIL 2026 
 

Thu 2 Last Day Term 1 

Finish @ 3:30pm 
 

Mon 20 Term 2 commences 
 

G5 Camp M 20-W 22 April 

G6 Camp W 22- F 24 April 
 

 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 

ARE NUDE FOOD DAYS @ APPS 

 

Principal Team Report 

Swimming Program 2026 

I hope that our students are looking forward to our swimming program which 

commences on Monday 23rd March. This annual program is a great 

opportunity to further develop swimming skills and water safety knowledge. 

Given that Australians participate a lot in water sports it is vital that all children 

learn to swim with proficiency.  

Parents are welcome to attend the pool to observe sessions, but at no time 

should anyone interfere in the session or talk to instructors. In the unlikely event 

that anyone has a concern this should be raised with the classroom teacher 

or principal class team. We would also ask that no photos are taken at the 

pool, which infringes the rules of Centre and compromises student safety.  

Please note that all helpers for swimming need to have a valid Working with 

Children Check card. This can be organised online and is 

a straightforward and FREE process for volunteers. If you 

are helping with swimming, please visit the office with 

your Working with Children Check Card for sighting & 

copying.  

Some recent research highlighted that too many 

Australian Children are not reaching the required 

proficiency in swimming. The expectation is that a 12-

year-old child should be able to swim 50m and float unassisted for 2 minutes. 

This is one of the reasons why our swimming program is so important. Thanks 

for supporting our students so they can meet this goal, it might just save their 

life one day. 

Pending Industrial Action – Tuesday 24th March 

There is a strong possibility of a State-wide stop work for teachers on Tuesday 

24th March. Parents and carers are advised to start planning care for their 

child/ren on this day as we will be unable to offer care for any child impacted. 

If teachers choose to stop work their students will need to stay home on that 

day. More information to follow. 

Annual General Meeting  

The annual general meeting is on Monday 16th March at 6.00pm. The annual 

report for 2025 will be presented at this time. The Annual Report will be 

published onto our school website once it had been endorsed and through 

any quality control processes.  

Driver Beware – No Standing Zones Around APPS 

We are hearing about quite a few parking fines being issued 

by the City of Monash around schools. Our understanding is 

that patrols around schools are increasing more generally due 

to concerns about some driver behaviour. For the record we 

get no warning about patrols and have no influence in this 

regard. 

One area that is a hot spot is on Dublin Street, just down from the school 

crossing. In this area you will find a no standing sign, and this means you 

cannot stop here to do a drop off. Even if you only stop for 30 seconds you 

will get booked and it is a $200 fine. Some drivers incorrectly interpret this to 

mean no parking, whereas it means no standing (stopping) at any time or in 

the times specified on the sign. A reminder also that both staff car parks are 

always for staff vehicles only, with the exception being any families who have 

permission to use the disabled parking bay in the Oakleigh Street car park.  

 

 

Payment/Permission 

Due Before Dates: 
 

Fri 13 Mar – G3/4 Camp Deposit 

& Form 

 

Book Club Iss 2 LOOP orders 

 

Mon 16 Mar – G5/6 Summer 

Gala Day payment 

 

Please check Xuno current and 

past events/fees to ensure all 

payments are up to date. 

Thank you. 

 

COPIES OF ALL NEWSLETTERS ARE 

AVAILABLE ON 

OUR SCHOL WEBSITE 
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Kiss and Go Parking  

We would like to remind everyone about the ‘Kiss and Go’ parking rules. These zones are there so that parents 

and carers can do either a quick drop off or pick up. The driver must stay with the vehicle and be ready to 

move on if they are in the parking bay for more than a few minutes. Traffic inspectors will not hesitate to book 

drivers who leave their vehicles unattended or overstay in these car parking bays. Students who are being 

picked up after school should move quickly to the kiss and go parking bays, so their parents or carers are not 

held up for too long.  

Safety on our School Crossings 

Having our school crossings on State Street and Dublin Street is vital in 

supporting us to maintain community safety. Our crossing supervisors have 

a very important role to play in assisting all families to arrive at school safely. 

We need to make sure that we support our crossing supervisors to undertake 

their role by following some simple and easy to understand rules: 

- always use a crossing  

- wait for the whistle before crossing 

- always cross between the 2 white lines, remaining in front of the crossing supervisor 

As we have a crossing on both Dublin Street and State Street, we strongly discourage families from crossing 

the road within 100m of the crossings. Walking out from behind a parked car can be dangerous as drivers 

may not see you or your child.  There have been some near misses in the past and we all need to be aware 

of this important safety thinking.  

The safety of our students, parents, carers and staff is paramount, and we all need to play our part by making 

sure all traffic rules are followed and that pedestrians use crossings. Being in a hurry is simply not a valid excuse 

for not being a safe driver or pedestrian.  

Walking Bikes in the School Yard 

We want to remind everyone about walking their Bikes in the school yard. It’s great to see an increase in bike 

riding and we just need to make sure we do all we can to keep the yard a safe space for all. Our students 

are given regular reminders about this. Please keep in mind that the streets around the school are also very 

busy at pick up/drop off time and it might require students to walk their bikes along State or Dublin Streets 

until there is a clear space to ride.  

NAPLAN outage  

Parents or Grade 5s might have heard about a technical issue on the first day of NAPLAN testing. This was a 

state-wide issue and fortunately with some patience our teaching staff were able to work through it without 

causing too much disruption. Our Grade 5s were able to undertake this NAPLAN test of writing and we remain 

on track with our testing program in 2026. This issue did not impact Grade 3s at all as they were not using 

computers for this component of their testing.    

 

From Miss Carr…  

Illness  

From time to time, children are unwell and are unavoidably absent from school.  Although we would like 

students attending school every day where possible, it is important to keep sick children at home.  This 

prevents other children becoming unwell and a bug spreading through the school. We teach the students 

about the importance of hand washing and personal hygiene and appreciate your support in reinforcing this 

at home with your child. 

 

School Uniform  

We are very lucky at Amsleigh Park to have an onsite uniform shop, run by 

fantastic parent volunteers, led by Lemo.  Having parents undertake this role 

enables the school to continue to provide uniforms at a ‘wholesale’ price as 

our shop is non-profit. The uniform shop is open Wednesdays from 3-3:45pm 

If you are unable to attend at these times, you can fill out an order form at 

the office, and the items will be delivered to your child’s class when the 

uniform shop is next open. On the topic of uniforms, as we’ve visited classes 

this week, we were pleased to see that our students were looking smart in 

their uniforms. A reminder that our policy states that students should wear a 

light or dark coloured shoe, and this offers lots of scope in the design of shoe. 

Fluorescent shoes should not be worn as part of the school uniform, and we ask for community support to 

meet the school policy in this regard. It really does look fantastic when our whole school is in uniform. It creates 

a sense of connectedness and pride in our school. 
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Mental Health in Primary Schools initiative  

This week, we were lucky to attend two days of professional learning through the University of Melbourne and 

Department of Education, as part of the Mental Health in Schools initiative. Our school’s Mental Health and 

Wellbeing Leader, Liana Bianco, as well as Inclusion Leader Trish Jones and 

myself (Bec Carr), were able to engage in the learning and begin planning 

the implementation of this work at Amsleigh Park, building on the current 

wellbeing supports we have in place. We are pleased to share with you 

the focus of the work for the Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader over the 

next three years, in the graphic below: 

 
As you see in the jigsaw, the focus of the work is around building staff capacity, promoting a whole school 

approach to supporting students in their mental health and wellbeing, including working with families and 

creating referral pathways for students who require individual support. You will see the role does not include 

direct 1:1 mental health support, as this falls outside the scope of our educator qualifications.  

As you can see the jigsaw is quite comprehensive and we will work through short-, medium- and long-term 

goals, according to the needs of the Amsleigh Park community. We are excited to begin work in this space 

and will keep families informed of our progress as we go.   

Thanks, Miss Bianco, for leading this important work at Amsleigh Park. 

 

 

Until Next time… 

Michael Cormick    Bec Carr 

Principal              Assistant Principal  
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FROM THE SCHOOL OFFICE  

ADMIN TEAM…  

 

School Emails - Check the email you are replying to 
When contacting classroom teachers or responding to their emails via Xuno, remember to double check 

the ‘To’ address. 

Many emails meant for classroom teachers are arriving in the Amsleigh Park PS inbox, along with a huge 

number of other daily external emails.  

Replying to the school inbox may delay your communication being received by the classroom teacher in 

a timely manner and creates extra work for Admin staff. 

 

Absences/ Late Arrivals 
A reminder that all absences should be reported via Xuno, including any family holidays. 

Parents are responsible for addressing and updating their child’s ‘Unexplained Absences’ in Xuno. 

 

Students arriving late to school must be first signed in at the office by a parent before going to class.  

Student Medications 
A reminder that a Medical Action Plan, completed by a doctor, must be provided for any student 

medication (e.g. Ventolin, Epi Pens, severe allergy medication) stored at the school office.   

We cannot store or administer any medication without an Action Plan containing instructions from a doctor. 

Parents are responsible to ensure up to date Action Plans and medications are provided to the school  and 

must inform the school office of any changes to a student’s medical condition / action plan.  

All other medication must have a medication authority form completed by a parent at the Office. 

 

All medication, including over the counter types, must be signed in by a parent and stored securely at the 

General Office for the safety of all students. 

 It is recommended that students with hay fever etc. take their medication at home before school. 

 

 

Change of Details Updates - Xuno 
If you have any family details that need to be updated – phone numbers, home address, emergency 

contacts, work details, etc this can all be done via Xuno. 

 

You need to click Full Xuno > School > Students > Contact Details > Update details 

You can then update any of your details. We receive a notification of the changes that have been made. 

Admin Staff will then update the school’s data base, which in turn flows back through to Xuno. 

 
 

Birthday Bucket Bookings / Payments 
A reminder that all bookings for Birthday Buckets must be made with Admin Staff at the office, one week 

prior to your requested date. Please do not contact PFA members directly to make bookings as the Booking 

Diary is kept at the General Office. Payment by credit / debit card only can be made in person at the office 

or over the phone.  
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Information for families 

 

Could we contact YOU in an emergency? 
 

PLEASE CHECK YOUR FAMILY DETAILS IN XUNO & UPDATE IF NECESSARY.  
 

Thank you  
 

Amsleigh Park uses Xuno as our main communication tool with families, including newsletter 

distribution, absence notifications, student reports, communication with your child’s teacher, 

messages and reminders, event approvals and online payments.  

Xuno is a web-based school management program that has a website portal for use in a browser and 

an App, ‘Xuno Family” for use on smart phones or tablets.  

It is easy to use and is a vital tool to keep our parents informed about their child/ren’s school life and 

all things happening at Amsleigh Park.  

Bookings for “Get to Know You” & Parent Teacher interviews are also managed through Xuno.  

Parents can use Xuno to notify the school of any address/contact detail changes, absences, late 

arrivals, upcoming family holidays etc. 

For new families - On enrolment, you should have received a welcome email from Xuno (please check 

your junk folder if not received in your inbox), with information on how to create your Xuno account. 

Please follow the instructions and links in the email to create a Xuno account and password.   

As Xuno is our main communication tool, it is important that all families are signed up so they are 

aware of school information and events and can easily inform the school of their child’s absences 

and advise us of any changes to family or emergency contact details.  

Please contact the office if you require a Xuno welcome email to be resent or a password reset. 

Thank you, 

Amsleigh Admin Team 
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APPS UNIFORM SHOP 
Located in the Thelma Baily Learning & Sporting Centre 

 

OPERATING HOURS – TERM 1  
Wednesday afternoons 3:00pm – 3:45pm   

 

Pay by Credit/Debit Card at the Uniform Shop  
 

Orders for new Uniform items can be emailed to the general office if unable to attend in person on Wednesday 
afternoons – credit/debit card payments only 

  

Please download & complete a copy of our uniform shop order form and send as a PDF to 
amsleigh.park.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

 
Any Back orders will be filled as soon as stock is available. 

 

In the event of incorrect sizing, please return unworn items/s with tags intact, within two weeks of the 
purchase date, together with the original packing slip that includes the child’s name, grade and the correct 

size required. 
 

A copy of the current approved uniform list/order form is included in this newsletter and is available on our 
website www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au 

 
Lemonia Spindzos 
Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator 

                  

UNIFORM SHOP – 2nd HAND UNIFORMS & LOST PROPERTY 
 

 

Thank you to the families that donate quality used uniform items back to the school.  

Second hand uniform items are only available to purchase during the Uniform Shop opening hours.   

We cannot take orders for second hand items, however requests for items to assist families experiencing 

financial hardship should be made at the General Office. 

 

As stock relies on donations from parents, and changes regularly, there is no guarantee on availability of items. 

If you have any approved uniform items that you are happy to donate back to the school, please drop 

them into the general office. Please do not send non uniform items back to school and ensure that donated 

items are clean and have had any name labels/naming removed prior to returning them to school. Thank 

you.  
 

LOST PROPERTY – Sadly, there are many items in our lost property area in the canteen foyer. Named items are 

returned to class rooms by our wonderful volunteer helpers. Un-named items will be disposed of at the end of 

each term if not collected. Please ensure all of your child’s belongings are clearly named and you regularly 

check the Lost Property area if you are missing any items.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Admin Team 

http://www.amsleigh.vic.edu.au/
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Payment by credit / debit card only, either in person 

at the General Office, or over the phone – 9544 1553 
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KEYBOARD / PIANO LESSONS FOR GRADE 1 – GRADE 6 STUDENTS
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